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“Young children are the most at-risk population. Fires are the leading cause of unintentional death for those under age five.”

Matches and Lighters

· [image: image2.jpg]


Teach children not to pick up matches or lighters they may find. Instead, they should tell an adult immediately.
· Keep all matches and lighters out of the hands of children. 

· Keep these sources of fire in locked drawers. 

Warning Signs

· Evidence of fire play, such as burnt matches, clothes, paper, toys, etc., or if you smell smoke in hair or clothes. 

· Inappropriate interest in firefighters and/or fire trucks, such as frequent, improper calls to the fire department or 9-1-1. 

· Child asks or tries to light cigarettes or candles for you or other adults. 

· Matches or lighters in their pockets or rooms. 

Escape Plans

· Teach toddlers not to hide from firefighters. Their uniforms can be scary in times of crisis. Teach children that firefighters are there to help in an emergency. Take children for a tour at your local fire station so that they can see a firefighter in full gear.
· Teach your children how to crawl under the smoke to reduce smoke inhalation.
· Also, teach your children how to touch closed doors to see if they are hot before opening. If so, use an alternate escape route.
· Have a safe meeting place outside the home and teach children never to go back inside. 

[image: image3.jpg]



Smoke Alarms

· Put smoke alarms in the home, especially near bedrooms. 

· Test smoke alarms monthly to make sure they are working. 

· Replace with brand new batteries at least once a year. 

· Keep smoke alarms clean from dust. 

Resources

www. Redcrossrelief.org                     www.aces.edu

www.usfa.dhs.gov/kids/flash.shtm
www.usfaparents.gov/
National Fire Safety Week

October 7-11
National Fire Safety Week is scheduled for October 7th-11th, 2007 and the Madison/Marshall County American Red Cross along with Saving Towns thru Asset Revitalization-Urban Affairs and New Nontraditional Programs-Alabama Cooperative Extension System invites you to take part in the effort of promoting Fire Safety Week. There is a list of scheduled events that will take place at local and neighboring school systems, businesses, fire departments and other associations.  To highlight Fire Safety Week, the American Red Cross and Alabama Cooperative Extension will host the first Home Fire Prevention Exposition October 9, 2007, in Huntsville, Alabama.

Mission

Engage teen-age parents in taking educational and prevention programs on the dangers of home fires that will enable them to protect themselves and their children.

Target other at-risk groups with educational outreach and home fire safety resources.

Vision

Eliminate Home Fires in Alabama!

“Each year in the United States an estimated 2,800 children age 14 or younger are injured and 850 killed in residential fires. Of these 

children, over 40 percent are under the age five, 70 percent are under the age of 10. Because the majority of fire casualties occur in children under the age of 10, United States Fire Association (USFA) Kids is targeted towards that age group.”
More information on home fire safety can be found at a local American Red Cross Center Saving Towns thru Asset Revitalization (S.T.A.R.).  Research data was provided by the National Fire Protections Association (NFPA), Center for Disease Control (CDC) and FEMA.











