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Water Conservation initiative

Save 25% on your next Water Bill
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By Using Water Wisely



In these hard economic times, a common saying now a reality, is the need to save is even greater than ever.  Savings from one bill can be used to pay for other needy goods and services.  Therefore, it is always a wise idea to save, small as it may appear to be, it all accumulates at the end of the day.  Water is one of the most vital resources on earth and should be available and affordable to all, especially low-income residence. Water is often commonly overlooked and taken for granted, especially in certain places where it is believed to be in abundance. Many believe that water should be free, but there is a process involved in getting potable water in our homes.  Water must be channeled from the reservoir and treated for bacteria and other harmful parasites before it can be consumed or used for our daily chores. Paid Technicians, Scientists and Administrative staff all contribute in one way or another in providing us with safe drinking water. Therefore, water is not free, as a matter of fact fresh water is becoming a scarce resource. Though, it is not free, the price we pay for water can be greatly reduced by following these water saving activities. 

How to fill-in the table

Use the water saving activity that is most applicable and economically feasible to your home and yard.  Indicate the date you started and ended the water saving activity.  Briefly state the method used or what steps you took to conduct the water saving activity.  For example: I saved 25 gallons of water a week by installing low flow showerheads in my bathroom. I put out frozen foods the night before instead of running water over it.  Please share this information with your neighbors and reward yourself for a job well done. If you have any questions call Michael McIntyre at 574-8445(W) or 

259-1265(C).

	
	What did you do 
	Date started
	Date ended
	Previous water bill 
	Current water bill
	Amount saved

	In the Kitchen


	
	
	
	
	
	

	In the Bathroom


	
	
	
	
	
	

	During Landscaping


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Around the Yard


	
	
	
	
	
	

	Doing Laundry


	
	
	
	
	
	


	A
	General Water Saving Tips
	

	
	What to do
	How

	1
	Invest in water saving equipment
	When purchasing new appliances do consider those with cycle and load adjustments that would save you energy and water. For example low-volume toilets, water efficient showerheads (low flow showerhead) and kitchen sinks with instant water heaters.

	2
	Main water valve
	Make sure that you know where the main water shut-off valve is located.

	3
	Report
	Report any incidents of leaks to the property owner, plumber or water authority.

	4
	It’s a family affair
	Teach your family how to turn off automatic watering system in case of a malfunction.  Tell your children to turn the faucet off when not in use. Give them a reward for a reduced water bill.



	5
	Repair
	Fix leaky faucets, hoses, pipes and plumbing joints both inside and outside.




	B
	In the kitchen
	

	
	What to do
	How

	1
	Use both sinks 
	When washing dishes by hand don’t leave the water running for rinsing. Use two sinks, one for washing and the other for rinsing.

	2
	Plan your cooking
	Avoid using running water to defrost foods, instead plan your cooking and your meals so that the foods to be used are out of the freezer early in the morning.

	3
	Soak before washing
	Allow pots and pans to soak with dish washing liquid, instead of running water to clean them.

	4
	Reduce use of garbage disposal
	Use wasted food to make compost to be used in gardens to enrich the soil.

	5
	Use less detergent
	When doing the dishes use less detergent, therefore, less water will be required to rinse.

	6
	Use of dish washer
	Only use the dish washer when fully loaded with dishes, thus more dishes will be cleaned with the same amount of water.

	7
	Cleaning vegetables
	The running water used to clean vegetables can be collected in a pan for additional uses (e.g. watering house plants). 




	C
	In the bathroom
	

	
	What to do 
	How

	1
	Reducing the amount of water required to fill the toilet tank 
	Displace the water in toilet tank, by placing a plastic bag filled with water, using less water for flushing.

	2
	Less time in the shower
	Reduce shower time to five minutes.  Don’t have the shower on while soaping.

	3
	Multi-tasking
	Wash face and brush teeth while in the shower.

	4
	Proper use of toilet
	Do not use the toilet as an ashtray or waste basket.  Place tissue used for cleaning face or nostrils in the basket.

	5
	Check for leaks
	Place a little food coloring (kool-aid) in the toilet tank, if the water in the bowl is colored, there might be a leak that needs to be repaired.

	6
	Collect the cold water
	Before bathing, plug the bathtub collecting all the cold water before the hot water comes through, thus mixing the hot and the cold.

	7
	Check toilet flapper
	If any water trickles down the toilet bowl after flushing, gently tap on the handle, this might reset the flapper directly over the opening.

	8
	Duplicate baths


	Bathe young children together. The kids enjoy that.

	9
	Necessary flushing
	Flush only when necessary. Use the old saying. “When yellow leave it mellow, when brown flush it down.”

	10
	Invest in water saving devices
	Install water-saving showerheads and flow restrictors.  If you can fill a gallon container within 15 seconds, your shower may not be as efficient as it should be.


	D
	Landscaping
	

	
	What to do 
	How

	1
	Invest in Irrigation Systems
	Invest in drip irrigation systems or soaker hoses to irrigate, this allows for water to go directly to the root system with less evaporation.

	2
	Irrigate when necessary
	Water lawns only when needed by checking the weather channel for rainfall.  If it is about to rain, don’t water.

	3
	Test lawn before irrigating
	Use a screwdriver or a piece of wood to test lawn moisture, if it goes in easy the lawn does not need watering. If the screwdriver does not penetrate the soil easily it needs water.  

	4
	Mulching
	Place about a 2” layer of mulch around trees and plants to reduce the rate of evaporation and prevent the growth of weeds that require water for growth. 

	5
	Reduce evaporation on bare soil
	Plant more ground cover to reduce the evaporation of soil moisture such as monkey grass.

	6
	Xeriscaping, a method of water conservation using drought resistant plants
	Use landscape plants that require less water. During the winter rye grass requires water every 3-5 days where as Bermuda grass requires water monthly, once fully established.

	7
	Seasonal irrigation
	Water lawns once every three days in the summer and once every five days in the fall and spring.


	8
	Use fishpond water
	Use water drained from the fishpond to irrigate gardens, this is a free rich source of nitrogen and phosphorous for your plants.

	9
	Timely gardening
	Plant larger gardens during the fall and spring when water requirements are lower, you will have fewer problems with pest and diseases.

	10
	Mowing
	Set the lawn mower blades one notch higher so that the longer grass can protect the soil moisture from evaporation.

	11
	Irrigation times
	Reduce evaporation losses by watering lawn and gardens during the cool parts of the day (early morning and evening).


	E
	In the Yard
	

	
	What to do
	How

	1
	Shut off the water
	Don’t run the hose while washing the car, instead invest in a nozzle that shuts off the water while not in use.

	2
	Use the air conditioner water
	Direct the air conditioner water drain line to a flowerbed, tree base, or lawn. Or collect it in a bucket for future use.

	3
	Multi-use
	Drive the car on the lawn to wash it and bathe the dog on the lawn or just about anything that needs to be cleaned can be done on the lawn.

	4
	Cleaning driveways
	Use a broom instead of a hose to clean driveways and sidewalks.

	5
	 Education
	Tell the children not to play with the garden hose, if they do make sure the grass is being watered at the same time.

	6
	Rain water harvesting
	Collect and save rain water to water garden, lawn, clean the driveway or walk way. Water tank is suitable for landowners and rain barrel is suitable for homeowners.

	7
	Adjust irrigation system
	Adjust irrigation to allow shorter watering cycles, which allows for fewer run-offs, leaching or erosion and more absorption onto the soil and plant roots.

	8
	Manual watering


	Use sprinkler for the larger areas and hand water smaller patches of grass or plants with an attached nozzle to the hose.

	9
	Adjust sprinkler
	Adjust sprinkler so that the water does not sprinkle the road, driveway, gutter or the house and only the lawn is being watered.

	10
	More infiltration and less run-off
	Use more porous material around the yard such as rocks or tree backs versus concrete or other impervious materials, which allows the water to run-off as storm water.


	F
	Laundry room
	

	
	What to do
	How

	1.
	Only full loads
	Run the washing machine on a full load or if you have less laundry, adjust the amount of water suitable for smaller loads. In this way you can also save on the amount of detergent used.

	2.
	Invest in a new washer
	When buying a new washer, choose one that uses the least amount of water and fills up to different levels for loads of different sizes. Front loading washing machine models use less water.


Sources:

Water Conservation Tips: http://www.monolake.org/waterconservation/
Water – Use It Wisely: http://www.wateruseitwisely.com/100ways/se.shtml
Environmental Science.  Working with the Earth/Eight Edition/ G. Tyler Miller, JR.

Policy Instruments for Environmental and Natural Resources Management. Thomas  Sterner
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