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Ringoleavio
A “New” Game/
Forgotten Treasure

Known by various names such as Ringolario, Ringoleavio, Ringolearyo, etc. this traditional “street game” has various names and rules around the country.  However, the basic rules are this:  chose up to two teams with any number of players.  One team is “the hunters” while the other is “the hunted”.  The goal of the hunters is to catch all the members of the opposing team.  The hunters need a base (or “jail”).  This can be almost any landmark such as a tree, a playground set, a bench or chair, etc.

The team being hunted tries to avoid being captured and put into the hunter’s “jail”.  They also try to coordinate freedom (release) of their teammates form “jail”.  It sometimes requires strategy, and always requires physical endurance.

Hunters often travel in packs or groups like wolves.  Their strategy is to try and separate one of the prey and to capture them by grabbing them and saying, “Ringoleavio one, two, three!”  That means the victim is captured and must walk to the jail where they will remain until the end of the game or until they are freed by a teammate.

Players often sneak close to the base (jail) in an effort to fake or draw out the jailer (or jailers) so another player can come in and free the captives.  To free them, a player form “the hunted” must make it to the base (jail) and yell “home free!”  This releases all prisoners and they will then be free to run and scatter to set the game back at full throttle.

The game ends when all “the hunted” players are caught.  Hiding is not allowed and is un-heroic.  Players should be frequently seen and should “draw out the enemy”.  Good luck!
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