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Eastern Bluebird populations (as well as other native songbird populations) have declined in Alabama and all over North America. Over the past 50+ years, bluebird populations have been reduced by 90%. Increasing amounts of urban sprawl (development to satisfy the immediate needs of society with little regard for the environment), causing a lack of suitable nesting sites, is the most severe problem facing the Eastern Bluebird today. Animal extinctions often occur for this reason. To aid in the recovery of the bluebird population, the Urban Affairs and New Nontraditional Programs Unit (Extension Team Project Title: Saving Town Through Asset Revitalization; S.T.A.R.) of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System (ACES), Group Homes for Children, Inc., and Steps to a Healthier AL River Region with the Montgomery Area Community Wellness Coalition (STEPS) partnered to establish bluebird trails. ACES provided educational outreach on the history, preferred habitat of Eastern Bluebirds, as well as assisted in the development of a management/monitoring plan for the trails. A community mini-grant sponsorship from STEPS was used to purchase nest boxes and associated materials. Youth from Group Homes for Children assembled and placed the manmade nest boxes in suitable habitat to attract bluebirds. Utilizing the management/monitoring plan for each nest box, the youth recorded the number of eggs laid, number of eggs hatched, estimated hatch date, number of young bluebirds fledged, and for failed nests, the reason for the failure. A small step in population recovery, this project not only provided beneficial environmental impact by bringing Eastern Bluebirds back into areas where their habitat is threatened, but fostered a sense of environmental stewardship in the youth. If interested in welcoming back the Eastern Bluebird, please contact Roosevelt L. Robinson, Sr. with your Montgomery County Extension Office, (334.270.4133 or 740-9682).
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Coming in 2009! B.E.A.M.
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