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Greenspace Contributes to Business Vitality 

By Jerry A. Chenault, Urban Regional Extension Agent
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In October 2009, I spent a few days touring local cities with an eye on commerce and landscapes. Of the 300 or so businesses I visited and photographed, many were quite barren in terms of plant life, and there was little customer traffic.  

Studies in recent years have examined how plants benefit business. Data confirms that businesses are more successful when there are plants and trees incorporated into the landscape, including the parking lot and surrounding areas.   
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Towns and cities beautifully planted with trees are more likely to attract new businesses and are more appealing to tourists. Even more important is the fact that tree-lined streets make people feel more welcome and comfortable. As a result, shoppers linger longer and spend more money. 
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Besides helping with real estate values, happy tenants, and faster-renting commercial real estate, businesses with landscaping help to reduce storm water runoff from buildings and all those massive amounts of areas of impervious parking lots. Parking areas send huge amounts of fast-moving storm water runoff, often tainted with fuels and oils, rushing into drains, pipes, and ditches, causing erosion and overwhelming water treatment facilities. This water could easily be absorbed into green space areas.

Plants also reduce sun glare, soften and compliment functional architecture, reduce noise, cool buildings, and absorb carbon from vehicles and machinery. A single tree can absorb as much carbon as is produced by a car driven 26,000 miles. 

And while plants require pruning, planting, mulching, raking, weeding, and watering, I believe business owners will discover that the good plants do for business far outweighs the bad.  
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