Farm Tours Prove to be Beneficial for Producers

[image: DSCF4592.JPG]The United States has not been able to keep up with current global market demands for meat goats. To motivate meat goat production among minority farmers in the South, the Alabama Cooperative Extension System in partnership with the Tennessee State University’s School of Agriculture and Consumer Science offered minority and limited-resource farmers the opportunity to tour North Carolina farms on May 20-23. 

While the tours were designed to help producers learn more about cost-effective meat goat production strategies, participants also learned about dairy goats, milk and cheese production, sheep, beef, swine, and poultry and egg production systems during visits made to the following farms. 

· The Holly Grove Farms, Inc. in Goldsboro, North Carolina, was established in 2005 and is located on 65 acres of farmland devoted to raising cattle, hogs, and dairy goats. It generates net revenue of $500,000.00 annually. 

· The Massey Creek Farms in Madison, North Carolina raises pigs, lambs, and chickens on fresh grass without added hormones or additives, marketing their product locally. It also nets $500,000.00 annually.

· The North Carolina A&T State University Farm in Greensboro is a 492-acre working farm that features active livestock and horticultural production, including beef, dairy, sheep, goat, swine, horse and poultry.

A total of 67 farmers attended the tours. More than 90 percent of the participants found the tours to be informative and beneficial, with 66% stating they intended to raise small ruminants in the future. 

The tours were coordinated by Animal Scientist Dr. Maria Leite-Browning and Urban Regional Extension Agents Eddie Wheeler and Tommie Teacher of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System, as well as Associate Research Professor Dr. Richard Browning and Research Assistant Joy Groves of Tennessee State University. Funding for this activity was made possible by the United States Department of Agriculture’s 2501 program for disadvantaged farmers and ranchers. 
Contact Dr. Maria Browning for more information at (256) 372-4954 or mll0002@aces.edu.
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