Building a Garden Bed
Framing a Garden Bed

A garden bed can be located anywhere in your yard with at least six hours of sunlight. A frame is required to contain the soil, to allow for drainage, and to provide a shape to the structure. However, a frame around the bed is unnecessary. Wood, brick, and block or plastic borders are materials that can be used as a border or a frame. 
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Figure 1. Urban regional Extension agent Michael McIntyre building a garden bed.
Soil Preparation

Also, you don’t have to purchase soil. Get a soil test done and make adjustments based on the soil test results. According to the soil calculator, the amount of soil required for filling an area 8’ long x 4’ wide x 6” deep is 0.592 cubic yards. However, you will need to purchase soil if you plan to make the garden bed more than a foot high. To acquire the soil, try double digging by removing the topsoil the depth of a spade, setting the soil aside, and loosening the subsoil another spade's depth. Then add the topsoil and mix. Place your structure over this ploughed area. 
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Figure 2. Tree bark mulch is used in the walkway to avoid muddy conditions and to drain excess water. 
If more soil is needed to fill up the bed, dig up the soil not more than 6-inches deep evenly from around the newly- formed garden bed. Replace this removed soil with a layer of gravel that can be used as a walkway. Rubber mulch should not be used because it can release zinc and destroy the plants. Gravel allows excess water to drain easily and reduce muddy conditions. 

Use your garden bed to plan your favorite vegetables and add pine straw around the plants. 
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