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A Week of Earthly Activities 
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April 22, 2009, was Earth Day and numerous communities celebrated this important global event in different ways. However, one day is not enough to recognize our precious earth. That’s where programs like Extension’s Saving Towns Thru Asset Revitalization (STAR) come into play. 

STAR and Robbins Elementary school conducted a week of activities sponsored by Legacy Partners in Environmental Education. The primary objective of these activities was to get students outside to learn more about our natural resources, especially where water is plentiful in the Mobile area. The students also understood how their daily activities influence water availability. 
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First, the weeklong activities began with a PowerPoint presentation on the value of trees. This was followed by a vegetable planting activity in an existing garden. The students understood the importance of producing their own food by planting tomatoes, corn, okra, and squash. On day two, a PowerPoint presentation depicting the importance of macro-invertebrates in aquatic environments was conducted. The students saw an amazing DVD of macro-invertebrates in action, feeding and changing from one metamorphic phase into another. These activities were followed by a trip to the Chickasabogue Creek where the students conducted water chemistry experiments and searched for aquatic macro-invertebrate. 

On Earth Day, the activities climaxed with a field trip to the Dauphin Island Sea Lab Estuarium where the youth learned about aquatic life that inhabit Mobile Bay, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Mobile Delta. According to my observations, this trip impacted their lives and gave the youth other career options to explore.  
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The next day the students developed an exhibit that was judged on the final day. Books were distributed to the winners. STAR and partners plan to observe more Earth Days on a grander scale as the program prepares youth to sustain their future

By Michael McIntyre

Urban Regional Extension Agent

Mobile & Baldwin Counties
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