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 Why Should Your Community 
Become a Tree City?
By Jerry A. Chenault, Urban Regional Extension Agent
Tree City USA (TCUSA) recognition can increase community pride! Earning this award is more than a statement about the aesthetics and safety of a city, but it lets the world know that your community is a thriving place to live! 
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America’s urban forests or tree populations are in trouble as a result of diseases, insects, salt, neglect, and age. But aren’t Americans planting more trees? The answer is “yes,” but the tree planting rate has not kept up with the removal rate. The TCUSA program can help us to do better. Here’s how!

The four TCUSA standards provide the structure your community needs to launch a successful urban forestry program. TCUSA helps to provide resources and the process to get the ball rolling. For example, this program helps cities to establish a sustainable tree management program by providing the impetus to establish plans, policies, a budget, and the committees to take care of community trees. 

Tree City USA also proclaims and observes Arbor Day. This day is an opportunity to promote the TCUSA program and to educate the public about the value and proper care of trees. It’s also a great reason to celebrate your Tree City USA status!

The National Arbor Day Foundation sponsors the Tree City USA program, along with the United States Forest Service and state foresters who provide direct assistance to communities. These organizations are available to help you and your community to apply for and to maintain your Tree City USA certification.  

If your town isn’t a Tree City USA, consider pitching the idea to your municipal leaders. If you already live in a Tree City USA, volunteer to serve on a committee to make your urban forestry program even better. For more information, go to the National Arbor Day Foundation website at www.arborday.org or call 402.474.5655. Do it today!










