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TURTLECONTROLIN FARM PONDS
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It is commonly believed that turtles eat the fish
in farm ponds. Actually, turtles do not seriously
affect fish populations. Recent studies indicate that
the diets of most turtles contain less than 5 percent
fish. These studies further show that most of the fish
eaten are dead at the time turtles find them. But
although turtles do not harm fish populations, they
are often a nuisance to fishermen and sometimes
need to be controlled.

At present there is no known method of com-
pletely eradicating turtles from a pond and keeping
them out. A few turtles in a pond are beneficial be-
cause they act as scavengers and keep dead fish and
other animals out of the pond.

Control Methods

There are several methods of reducing the num--
bers of turtles in a pond. Shooting is effective, but
can be very dangerous because ricochets may strike
livestock or humans in the area.

Another method is the use of drop lines with the
bait protected from fish by small cans. Any size small
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can can be used, but soft drink cans work best. Re-
move the entire top ofthe can and punch a small hole
in the bottom. Thread the fishing line through the
can with the open end down. Tie a treble hook on
the line and bait it with pieces of fish or other meat.
Drop the hook into the water and fasten the other
end of the line to a pole, tree or stout root. Adjust
the length of the string so that the hook will be just
below the water surface for catching slider turtles,
or completely submerged for snapping turtles or soft-
shelled turtles. The can will slip down over the bait
and protect it from fish. Turtles will stick their heads
up into the can and get the bait and the hook. This
method is effective but time consuming.

Trapping is the most practical and efficient
method of removing turtles from a fish or livestock
pond. Submerged traps are needed for snappers and
soft-shell turtles. Surface traps are most effective
for slider turtles and other turtles that bask in the
sun.

Underwater or Submerged Traps

Wire basket traps are similar to fish baskets except
for the size of the wire mesh and the size and shape of
the funnel opening. The funnel should be oval, with

Fig. 1. Wire trap

37.10




