
AUGUST 
? August 13 - 15 – ACCG Leadership  

Academy, UGA, Center for Continuing 
Education, Athens 

? August 28 – SGRDC Board Meeting 
? August 30 - 31– Flatlanders Fall Frolic,  

Lakeland 
 

SEPTEMBER 
? September 23 – OneGeorgia FY 2004  

Equity applications due 
? September 25 – SGRDC Board Meeting 
? September 29 - October 4 – Honey Bee 

Festival, Hahira 
 

OCTOBER 
? October 11 – Fall Classic Car & Truck 

Show, downtown Valdosta 
? October  23 – SGRDC Board Meeting 
? October 25 – Sweet Potato Festival, Ocilla 
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REGION
in  the 
A publication of the South Georgia Regional Development 

A leader in the development of local and regional programs since 1963.

McRae Retires After Distinguished 
Public Service Career 

 
Buford W. McRae, former city manager, county man-
ager, and RDC special projects coordinator, was the 
guest of honor at a retirement reception held at the RDC 
on July 16 to celebrate his long and distinguished public 
service career. Following a stint in the Air Force during 
World War II, McRae served as Executive Assistant in 
the Tennessee Conservation Department and the Ken-
tucky Parks Department. He then served as City Man-
ager in several cities, including Jackson, Alabama; Jack-
sonville Beach, Florida; Valdosta, Georgia; and Thomas-
ville, Georgia. Following his retirement as County Man-
ager of Lowndes County in 1986, McRae began working 
as a consultant to the RDC on special projects.  In this 
capacity, McRae's most notable success was the creation 

of the Deep 
South Municipal 
Solid Waste 
Authority. Un-
der his leader-
ship, the Au-
thority was able 
to secure for its 
members a  
long term con-
tract with Onyx 
Waste Services 
that guarantees 
waste disposal 
services at a set 
tipping fee for 
the next fifty 

SGRDC Launches Region
Storm Drain Awareness Program

Planning 

 

Contacts: David Sutton
    Brian McDougal
 

drains are being marked with DAS Manufacturing curb 
markers to help bring awareness throughout the nine 
counties served by the SGRDC.  The SGRDC began the 
kick off on July 9
to Lakeland and Statenville. On July 10
their initial kick off in the cities of Ocilla and Fitzgerald.
 
"We are simply trying to educate the community about 
the effects that storm water runoff has on our local 
waterways,” said Emily Perry, environmental planner for 
the SGRDC.  “Now is the time to address the issue, 
before there is a problem."
 
Each county seat within 
the SGRDC region will 
receive 10 curb mark-
ers and 100 door hang-
ers at no cost.  Local 4
Hers are helping place 

John Leonard presenting Buford McRae 
with a resolution from the RDC Board of 
Directors. 



   GIS  
   Means 
   Business ! 

 

Geographic Information Systems 

 

Contacts: Chris Strom 
    Rachel Boulay 
 
At a recent Georgia Municipal Association District Meeting 
in Savannah, SGRDC got to showcase the power of GIS in 
an economic development context. This presentation, 
using a hypothetical industrial prospect, featured a “site-
selection made simple” demonstration using the spatial 
query functions of a GIS and closed with a 3d fly - through 
model of the selected site complete with building and land-
scaping.  
 
The power of GIS is enormous and the software of the day 
make this power reasonably easy to tap. The fly -through 
model mentioned earlier was created using CommunityViz 
software. SGRDC was one of only 9 nationally selected 
sites to test this software while  in it’s development stages 
thanks to the federal RGIS program we participate in.  
 
The presentation was a grand success and highlighted the 
sophisticated tools that are exclusive to communities in the 
South Georgia Region.     
 
 

Smaller and smaller and smaller … 
 
Technology is not only bringing big advance-
ments to the way we all work, but at the 
same time it’s getting smaller. Imagine  
having your computer in your shirt pocket, 
no wires, and no keyboard. SGRDC-GIS staff received an 
innovation award last year for strides in Mobile GIS and 
implementing this handheld technology in our region. 
 
These devices not only keep up with your appointments, 
contact lists and emails, they allow you to access GIS 
data and record information in a database environ-
ment while in the field. Applications of this handheld 
device are not limited to GIS professionals.  Tax Assessors, 
Public Works, Public Health and Engineering are just a few 
of the arenas in which this little device can benefit GIS  

SGRDC Finances  
Two Area Businesses 

 

Economic Development 

 

Contacts: Michelle Frey 
   Jonathan Sumner 

Information Technology Service
 

Contacts: Vance Roberts
    Larry Adams
    Judy Garrett
 
The City of Valdosta has implemented a website for the 
use of City of Valdosta Utility customers.   Customers may 
access the site through the existing “Virtual City Hall” 
website at valweb.sgrdc.com
 
If a customer does not have a Virtual City Hall account 
individuals may signup online anytime day or night.  Once 
the customer has an account building, electrical and other 
types of permits can easily be obtained; as well as various 
other services provided by the City of Valdosta.
 
The first time into the Utilities website the customer must 
self-assign a PIN number to their account.   The customer 
enters their City Of Valdosta utility account number, their 
desired 6-9 digit PIN, and the last 4 digits of their SSN/
Driver’s License/EIN (depending upon which is on file).  
Once verified with the information on file the customer is 
granted access into the Utilities website.    
 
If the customer has forgotten their PIN, they may request 
it to be sent to the e
City Hall account.   As an additional measure of security, 
the utility account is linked with their Virtual City Hall 
account, and no other Virtual City Hall account is allowed 
even with the correct account number and PIN.

Addressing Healthcare Workforce 
Shortage in Cook County 

Cook County will soon have its first locally -based training 
program for licensed practical nurses, thanks to a partner-
ship of local organizations, led by the SGRDC and the 
South Georgia Workforce Development Board, which  
secured funding from the Georgia Department of Labor. 

Technical College to start classes in October. The crowd 
included students already enrolled for classes this fall. 

According to Workforce Program Director Haley 
Rosenberg, the South Georgia region has been experienc-
ing severe healthcare workforce shortages: “the Depart-
ment of Labor’s Healthcare Initiative Project presented us 
a golden opportunity to take action, bringing to the table 
area hospitals and training providers to discuss common 
problems and help find mutual solutions.  We found that 
recruiting nurses is a problem everywhere, but is espe-
cially difficult for our rural hospitals.” Mrs. Rosenberg said 
that a number of critical issues surfaced during two plan-
ning forums, including that area hospitals and other 
healthcare facilities have nursing vacancies of 10 to 20%. 

Pauline Council, Chair of the South Georgia Workforce  
Development Board, said: “when we all come  
together as partners, we can accomplish our common  

 to improve the quality of life for the citizens of 
South Georgia. We know that the healthcare sector has 

Now located at Summit Pointe, these two Valdosta 
businesses were financed by the RDC & Guardian 
Bank through an SBA 504 loan. 

Old World Financial has been in business in Adel since 
1992. Old World offers a full line of insurance  
services. It also brokers financial products through an 
alliance with PanAmerican Financial Advisors. The 

Old World Financial Services, Inc. 

Executive Travel Services &  
Mail Boxes, Etc 

Pauline Council; James 
Bridges, Valdosta Tech; and Gloria  
Kusmik, Georgia Department of Labor 


