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Honey bee's play a very vital role in the pollination of many trees and plants in our environment. In fact, they are so important to the pollination of fruits and vegetables that that many growers lease honey bee colonies to increase the fruit's shape, size, and yield. It is imperative that the public be educated on honey bee conservation since they are disappearing at such an alarming rate. Consequently, the use of outdoor honey bee observation colonies combined with lectures can be a very valuable tool in educating the public about the benefits of honey bees to our environment, and how we can help to ensure their continued survival. 

Four scheduled honey bee educational programs were conducted at Landmark Park in Dothan, Alabama. These programs provided students, and teachers to learn about honey bee biology, their role in pollination, how to ensure their continued survival, and to observe the inside of a real colony up close through a protected screen.
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	Live Demonstration Up close
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	Components of The Hive


A pre-test and post-test were administered to approximately one hundred fifty children between the ages of nine and fourteen. The pre-test average score was forty percent correct and the average post-test score increased to eighty five percent correct. Consequently, the increase in knowledge about beekeeping and motivation to protect the honey bees after the educational programs was one hundred thirteen percent. 
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	Participate Uncaps Honey Comb
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In addition, Landmark Park held several public events through 2007 that attracted thousands of people to the park. During these events the public had the opportunity to participate in virtually the same program above without the tests. In addition they learned how to cook with honey, how to make arts and crafts from honey bee by-products, and to purchase honey from local beekeepers. Conversation and observation during these programs demonstrated that the majority of the public was unaware of all the environmental factors causing decline of honey bee population and how important they are for our own survival. They came way with a much greater appreciation of the honey bee which suggests that the public will demonstrate behaviors that will help to protect the honey bee.

The eleven colonies at Landmark Park produced fifty five gallons of honey in 2007 despite the severe drought. Landmark Park continues to market and sell their honey through out various stores in Dothan. The generated revenue funds the continued honey bee programs and provides public exposure for the park
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