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2025 Alabama Farmland
Cash Rental Rates

» Average cropland and pastureland cash rental rates can be helpful to both
agricultural producers and landowners in planning leasing arrangements
or making production decisions.

Knowledge of farmland cash rental rates can be helpful Cropland Irrigated Cropland
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acre, while nonirrigated cropland averaged Year Year
$76.50 per acre, both up from 2024.
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m Cash rent varies significantly by county within
Alabama, with the highest rates located in the
following counties:

Figure 1. State-level farmland cash rent by year
Data Source: USDA-NASS

o Irrigated cropland: Houston County In Alabama, cropland averaged $80.50 per acre, up
at $203 per acre 8.05% from 2024; irrigated cropland averaged $142

o Nonirrigated cropland: Limestone County per acre, an increase of $2 from 2024; and nonirrigated
at $127 per acre cropland received a rate of $76.50 per acre, up $6

from 2024. The rental rate for pastureland hit $25
per acre, up $1.50 from 2024. Over the past decade,

. both cropland and pastureland rental values have
Statewide Farmland Cash Rent modestly increased in all states across the region

Nationally, the average cropland cash rental rate was (figure 1). Current cropland rates in Alabama fall behind

recorded at $160 per acre and has steadily increased neighboring states, with Georgia leading at $153 per

over the past few years, rising $20 in the last 6 years. acre. Similarly, Alabama falls behind Georgia and
Alabama and neighboring states remain below the Tennessee for pastureland rates, with Georgia leading

national average but have risen steadily since 2019. the region at $36 per acre.

o Pastureland: Autauga County at $50.50 per acre
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https://quickstats.nass.usda.gov/results/E0F5EB36-3313-3D7B-9E7F-E56A3365CF2B#9A9F55D7-E267-38C6-ACB9-DF106291B5A7

Nonirrigated
Cropland

e o

Irrigated Cropland

200 ‘
B 180
160

140
%

Figure 2. Alabama farmland cash rent by county, 2025 ($/acre)
Data Source: USDA-NASS

Cash Rent by County

Rental rates vary greatly within the state. Figure 2
shows cash rent values by county (or group of counties)
and type of cropland. The highest-value irrigated
cropland was in Houston County at $203 per acre,
while the lowest rate was in Henry County at $129 per
acre. For nonirrigated cropland, Limestone County
reached the highest rental rate at $127 per acre—a $15
increase from 2024. Madison, Escambia, Lawrence,
and Colbert Counties also fall into this higher range
with rates of more than $100 per acre. The lowest

rate for nonirrigated cropland was at $13.50 per acre

in Clay County. Autauga County had the highest rate
for pastureland this year at $43.50 per acre, and Clay
County had the lowest at $7.80 per acre.

Table 1 shows how cash rental values have changed
from 2024, by county. Compared to 2024, cash rent
for irrigated cropland decreased in all but 5 counties,
while rental values for nonirrigated cropland increased
in 36 of the state’s 67 counties. Results were mixed for
pastureland, with 38 counties seeing increases in cash
rent from 2024.
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Some of these differences across the year are due
to changes in methodology regarding the level at
which cash rent was measured. For instance, in
2024, the rate for irrigated cropland in Houston
County was calculated alongside other Wiregrass
region counties in the multicounty average, but for
2025, Houston County was measured independently
from counties included in the Wiregrass region
multicounty average. While this gives a more precise
2025 calculation for Houston County, it reflects an
increase over a less precise 2024 calculation. While
the county-level values may provide a rough estimate
of cash rent, they are often combined with other
counties’ values (denoted with an asterisk in table 1).
This is important to keep in mind when analyzing this
information.
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Farmland Values

Farmland-value data can be helpful for management decisions and is typically tied to the cash rental rate.
For 2025, the national average value of farmland (cropland and pastureland) was recorded at $5,830 per
acre. Specifically for Alabama, farmland averaged $4,550 per acre, representing a $980 increase over the
past 5 years. Nationally, in the last year, land values have risen by 4.67%, outpacing the 2.4% inflation
rate observed during that time. It is also important to recognize that while Alabama’s average farmland
rate is $4,550 per acre, this value may differ tremendously throughout the state.
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Figure 3. US and Alabama farmland values, 2015-2025
Data Source: USDA-NASS

Conclusion

Average cropland and pastureland cash rental rates can be helpful to both agricultural producers and
landowners when planning to arrange leases or analyzing production decisions. However, when

using this information, keep in mind that attributes of plots of land differ within a county, and the values
presented in this publication are averages. Careful thought should be given to any decisions regarding
the rental value of land.
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Wendiam Sawadgo, Extension Economist, Assistant Professor, and Maire Scott, Undergraduate Student Worker,
both in Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology, Auburn University

For more information, contact your county Extension office. Visit www.aces.edu/directory.

In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies,
this institution is prohibited from discriminating because of race, color, national origin, sex (including gender
identity and sexual orientation), age, disability, and reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity. Program
information may be made available in languages other than English. Persons with disabilities who require
alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, and American
Sign Language) should contact the Alabama Cooperative Extension System Human Resources Department at
(334) 844-5531 or the State of Alabama Governor’s Office on Disability (GOOD) at (888) 879-3582 or USDA'’s
TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339. To file a program discrimination complaint, a complainant should complete a Form AD3027,
USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, which can be obtained online at www.usda.gov/oascr/how-
to-file-a-program-discrimination-complaint from any USDA office, by calling (866) 632-9992, or by writing a
letter addressed to USDA. The letter must contain the complainant’s name, address, telephone number, and a
written description of the alleged discriminatory action in sufficient detail to inform the Assistant Secretary for
Civil Rights (ASCR) about the nature and date of an alleged civil rights violation. The completed AD-3027 form
or letter must be submitted to USDA by mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture Office of the Assistant Secretary
for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; Fax: (833) 256-1665 or (202)
690-7442; or Email: program.intake@usda.gov. This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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