
Alabama Extension invites everyone ages 9 to 18 to 
test their fishing skills through 4-H BIGGEST Catch, a 
virtual fishing contest! To participate, all you have to do 
is go fishing in Alabama freshwater anytime between 
June 5 and June 15. Once you make your catch, 
measure the fish, take a photo with it, and submit an 
online contest entry form. Show off your artistic side to 
win the fish art award.

June 5 to 15

Contest Categories
This year, there are two contest categories, with two age 
divisions in each category (Junior: 9 to 13; Senior: 14 to 18). 
First, second, and third place will be awarded in both age 
divisions.

Biggest Catch—Catch a big fish in one or more fish 
categories: bass, sunfish (bream), catfish, and crappie.
First, second, and third place will be awarded in each fish 
category.

Biggest Fish Art—Portray a native darter (see list) in a piece 
of art.

Official Contest Rules and Information
1.	 Participants must submit their official contest entries 

between June 5 at  
8 a.m. CST and June 15 at 8 p.m. CST using the 
online submission form at  
aub.ie/BiggestCatch26.

2.	 All entries must include a photograph of the youth’s 
catch (figure 1). The photograph must include the 
youth and their fish, the contest code AL4H26, 
and the total length (inches) of the fish. This can 
be written on a piece of paper and held up in the 
photograph or written on the participant’s hand or 
forearm. *The entry photograph may not be edited in 
any way. Do not include your name or any details other 
than the code and length on the photograph.

3.	 Total length of a fish is measured from the tip of 
the snout to the end of the caudal (tail) fin using a 
measuring tape or a measuring board (figure 2 and 
figure 3).

4.	 Only complete entries will be considered.

5.	 Youth ages 9 to 13 will compete in the Junior division, 
and youth ages 14 to 18 will compete in the Senior 
division.

6.	 Youth must catch and land their own fish without the 
help of others.

7.	 Each participant’s catch must be submitted to the 
correct fish category.

8.	 Fish must be caught in Alabama waters.

9.	 Participants must follow all state requirements for 
fishing license and permits and creel and size limits. 
Visit www.OutdoorAlabama.com for more information 
on these requirements.

10.	 Have fun and be safe!

Figure 1. Examples of contest entries
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Fish Species for Fishing Contest
Bass. Alabama bass, Cahaba bass (redeye), Chattahoochee bass 
(redeye), Coosa bass (redeye), hybrid bass, largemouth bass, shoal 
bass, smallmouth bass, spotted bass, striped bass, Tallapoosa bass 
(redeye), yellow bass, Warrior bass (redeye), white bass
Sunfish (Bream). Banded sunfish, bluegill, bluespotted sunfish, 
dollar sunfish, flier, green sunfish, longear sunfish, mud sunfish, 
orangespotted sunfish, redbreast sunfish, redear sunfish 
(shellcracker), redspotted sunfish, rock bass, shadow bass, warmouth
Catfish. Blue catfish, bullhead, channel catfish, flathead catfish, 
white catfish
Crappie. Black crappie, white crappie

Where Can I Fish? 
Alabama has a lot of public water to explore, including more than 
132,000 miles of freshwater, 23 public fishing lakes, and 24 state 
parks! The following are resources on locating recreational fishing 
areas near you:

•	 Alabama Scenic River Trail— 
www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com

•	 Alabama State Parks—www.alapark.com
•	 Outdoor Alabama— 

www.outdooralabama.com/wheretofish
•	 How to Purchase an Alabama Recreational Freshwater Fishing 

License—www.aces.edu

Figure 2. Measure from the tip of the snout to the end of the caudal (tail) fin to get the total length.

Figure 3. Squeeze the caudal (tail) fin to get the correct 
measurement.

http://www.alabamascenicrivertrail.com
http://www.alapark.com
http://www.outdooralabama.com/wheretofish
https://www.aces.edu/blog/topics/4h/how-to-purchase-an-alabama-recreational-freshwater-fishing-license/


In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its Agencies, offices, and employees, 
and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, age, marital 

status, family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activity, in any program or 
activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and complaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, American Sign Language, etc.) 
should contact one of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System’s HR departments which are located on Auburn University’s campus at (334) 844-1326 and Alabama 
A&M University’s campus at (256) 372-5710. You may also contact the USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or contact USDA through the Federal 

Relay Service at (800) 877-8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How to File a Program Discrimination 
Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy of the 

complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. © 2026 by the Alabama Cooperative Extension System. All rights reserved. 4HYD-2429

Official Fish Art Contest Rules and 
Information
1.	 Participants must submit their official contest entries between 

June 5 at 8 a.m. CST and June 15 at 8 p.m. CST using the 
online submission form at aub.ie/BiggestCatchArt26.

2.	 Youth ages 9 to 13 will compete in the Junior division, and 
youth ages 14 to 18 will compete in the Senior division.

3.	 All entries must include a photograph of the youth’s artwork.

4.	 Youth must draw, sketch, or paint their own fish without the help 
of others.

5.	 Artwork must be of a native darter species from the official fish 
art species list.

6.	 Artwork can be in black and white or in color.

7.	 Artwork must be neat and legible.
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Fish Species for Fish Art Contest
amber darter, ashy darter, backwater darter, banded darter, bandfin darter, black darter, blackbanded darter, blackfin darter, blackside 
darter, blenny darter, blotchside darter, logperch darter, bluebreast darter, blueside darter, bluntnose darter, boulder darter, brighteye darter, 
bronze darter, brown darter, Choctawhatchee darter, coal darter, coastal darter, coldwater darter, Coosa darter, crown darter, crystal darter, 
cypress darter, dusky darter, fantail darter, Florida sand darter, freckled darter, fringed darter, gilt darter, goldline darter, goldstripe darter, 
greenbreast darter, greenside darter, gulf darter, gulf logperch darter, harlequin darter, holiday darter, johnny darter, lipstick darter, lollipop 
darter, mobile logperch darter, muscadine darter, naked sand darter, rainbow darter, redline darter, redspot darter, river darter, rock darter, 
rush darter, saddleback darter, slackwater darter, slenderhead darter, snail darter, snubnose darter, southern logperch darter, southern sand 
darter, speckled darter, stripetail darter, swamp darter, Tallapoosa darter, Tennessee darter, Tombigbee darter, trispot darter, Tuscumbia darter, 
tuskaloosa darter, vermilion darter, warrior darter, watercress darter.

Figure 4. Example of a fish art contest entry
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