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What is a Rain Garden?

ü The book ñRain Gardening in 

the Southò says,

ñRain gardens are 

ecologically designed 

gardens for drought, deluge 

and everything in betweenò

Helen Kraus & Annie 

Spafford (authors)
Small Rain Garden



First and foremost

itôs a garden!

all gardens need planning and care



Specifically a rain garden

üis often designed to catch 

the first inch of rain water 

from a given area   

üits design usually includes 

amended soils and plants to 

help increase infiltration 

üand its infiltration helps treat 

pollutants and potential 

pathogens



Photo courtesy NCSU BAE

They are more than pretty 

gardens

ü They are miniature bio-retention areas
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How do they help?

üThey trap non-point 
source pollution 

üThey slow down the 
flow of storm water

üThey reduce the 
harmful deposits 
into streams and 
other surface waters


