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Do any of you remember the song from the

70's by Jim Stafford that had the line in it that
went: “I don’t like spiders and snakes?” Well, I
really don’t like either of these two things.
Some of you may actually have one or both of
these things in your homes as pets. Not me!
  I  remember that when we lived in California
my older brother Steve would shoot those big
spiders that make the zigzag web with his BB
gun. Every once in a while he would let me shoot at one. My aim
wasn’t as good as his. So as you can see, my dislike of spiders
goes way back. If your brother doesn’t like them, then you don’t like
them.
  I formed my own dislike of snakes. Once we moved back to
Alabama, my Daddy farmed. One day while he was out on the
tractor Mom sent me to the field with a fruit jar of cold water for him.
Daddy said for me to take the jar and put it in the creek so the water
would stay cold. On the way to the creek a big, black snake crossed
the path and started towards me. I ran. Fast. Needless to say, the
fruit jar did not get to the creek.
  Two years ago I was walking up my driveway (not watching where
I was putting my feet) when I stepped on something soft: a snake.
After I got the hoe, it was a dead snake.
  Last year I was watering the cows when one of them started
making a lot of noise. I started toward her and happened to glance
down. About two feet in front of me was a rattle snake. I slowly
backed up and called Calvin on the walkie-talkie. I told him that
there was a big rattle snake and I needed him right then. As he
came around the side of the house with a hoe, I told him  I thought
he needed the shotgun. This was a big snake with 15 rattlers on it.
  Several of you know that I have chickens, only nine of them. Six
lay brown eggs and three lay green eggs. (The grandbabies like
green eggs.) I enjoy my chickens and go out to their pen several
times a day. Back in June I went out to gather eggs. There was a
snake in one of the nests. Calvin came to the rescue again. (This
time with a hoe.) Last month I found another one in a nest. This
time I caught it trying to eat an egg. It was faster than Calvin so it
got away. I keep a wooden egg in one of the nest. The chickens like
to sit on it. Last week when I went to the chicken pen, I found
another snake. This one happened to be in the nest that had the
wooden egg in it. Again, Calvin came to the rescue. This snake did
not move very fast. It had actually eaten my wooden egg. Calvin
wanted to know what I was going to do about the wooden egg and I
told him I was going to retrieve it. After all I am a surgical nurse and
that egg had cost me $1.
  I’m really looking forward to cold weather and no snakes.
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Anne Thomas 
Kelley Boone 
Connie Barron 

Mary Jo Quintana 
Thelma Stichweh

Donna Martin 
Nancy Nash 
Bruce Steele
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Congratulations
to JCMGA member Cathy
DeLozier who has been
appointed to serve on the
Vestavia Hills Beautification
Board.
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The following changes to our by-laws have been proposed

by the JCMGA Board:  
Article IV Section 2 reads: Annual dues for active and
provisional members shall be twelve dollars ($12.00),
payable in January and delinquent on March 31.
Proposed change: Annual dues for active members shall
be twelve dollars ($12.00), payable on or before January
1st,   and delinquent on April 1st .
Article VIII Section 1 reads: The President shall...Be a
voting member of the Board the year following his
Presidency.
Proposed change: The President shall ... Be a voting
member of the Board while he/she is the immediate past
president .

These changes will be presented to the membership for
final approval  at the October meeting.
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  Your Officer Nominating Committee presents the following slate for consideration as
officers of the Jefferson County Master Gardeners for 2010:
President: Bruce Steele, Jefferson County  MG Class of 2007 
  Bruce has served as Vice President and is interested in perennials, ornamentals and
especially orchids.
Vice President:  Harold Deason, Jefferson County MG Class of 2005
  Harold has served most recently as President (two terms) and as Treasurer. He was
instrumental in organizing the vegetable garden at the Birmingham Zoo and enjoys picking
and preserving his own fruits and berries. He produces and maintains our membership
directory, a major undertaking!
Treasurer:  Blair Cox, Jefferson County MG Class of 2007
  Blair is Vice President of the Fern Society. His new life’s work is landscaping and building
walkways in his back yard. He also is supportive of his wife, Bimi, and applauds her
accomplishments in container gardening.
Secretary: Susan Jackson, Jefferson County MG Class of 2002
Susan has served as Treasurer and is known for her work with perennials. Among other
spectacular plants, she has an extensive collection of salvias.
Respectfully submitted,
    Fletcher Harvey, Chairman
    Madelon Rushing
    Anne Thomas
    Jan Shultz, Alternate
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Photo by Harold Deason



Jefferson County Master Gardeners Association Minutes
September 8, 2009
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Editor's Note: Helen Hernández is a member of Girl Scout Troop 9418 in
Montgomery. She is working on her Gold Award, the highest award in Girl
Scouting.  Helen constructed raised planter beds for the Alabama Wildlife
Federation. As part of her work on the award, the Girl Scout Council asked
her to submit an article to all MG newsletters in Alabama for publication. 
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Proposed site of Meadow Garden

Night blooming
cereus; photo shared
by Larry
Michaelove.
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���� is the  monthly newsletter of the Jefferson County Master Gardener Association.  To submit information, contact
newsletter editor Tricia Farris at editor@jeffcomg.org.
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