
Native Plants for Alabama

Trees, Shrubs, and Woody Vines



What are native plants?

ÁPlants that grow naturally in a particular region 

without direct or indirect human intervention

ÁPlants that were present in a particular area 

prior to European settlement

ÁPlants that have inhabited a particular region for 

thousands of years

ÁPlants naturally occurring, either presently or 

historically, in any ecosystem of the United 

States.



Naturalized Setting
Why use native plants ?

ÁWildlife habitat

ÁAdapted to local conditions

ÁEcological preservation



Virginia Sweetspire

Tulip Poplar

Fothergilla



MEDIUM AND LARGE 

TREES



Red Maple
Acer rubrum

Credit: Wendy VanDyk Evans

Credit: Chris Evans
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Somewhat 

overused in 

southern 

landscape



Sugar Maple
Acer saccharum
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Credit: Ed McDowell

Fine specimen tree in 

moist well drained sites 

ïtry ñLegacyò
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River Birch
Betulanigra

C
re

d
it
 C

h
ri
s
 E

v
a
n
s

C
re

d
it
: 
H

u
g
h
 a

n
d
 C

a
ro

l 
N

o
u
rs

e

Credit: Ed McDowell

Fast growth ï

somewhat 

messy ïtry 

ñDuraheat



American Yellowwood
Cladrastiskentukea(syn. Cladrastislutea)

Medium size ï

fragrant beautiful 

blooms in late spring 

ïgolden fall color



American Holly
Ilex opaca

Credit: U.S. Forest Service



Black Walnut
Juglans nigra
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Eastern Red Cedar
Juniperus virginiana

US Forest Service

Trees are either 

male or female 

(but rarely have 

both cones on the 

same tree)

Needs full 

sun ïtolerant 

of poor soils 

and a wide 

pH range



Tulip Poplar or Yellow Poplar
Liriodendron tulipifera

Credit : Chris Evans

Med/Fast growth ïleaves tulip 

shaped and fragrant orange to 

yellow blooms ïmoist deep soils


