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July has been an uneventful month at my house. No trees were

blown down so there were no trees to cut up or fences to be
repaired. I actually got to work in my flower beds without feeling
guilty. My brother Mike gave me two big baskets of peaches that I
fixed and put in the freezer. I got two gallons each of blueberries
and blackberries from my
bushes. These also went into
the freezer. I had enough of
both of them mixed together to
make Calvin a cobbler. Of
course, I then had to make
home-made ice cream to go
with the cobbler.
  We did go to Tennessee and
did some hiking. The
rhododendrons, mountain
laurels and native azaleas
were still in bloom. We hiked
the Cone Mountain fire tower
trail. It was a twelve mile round
trip hike from where we got on
the trail. It was cool and
overcast, so we didn't have to
worry about the heat. We
didn't see another person on
the trail. Wonderful!!

We have two wonderful
meetings in August. I think
that everyone will want to
attend both. At our regular
meeting on Aug. 11, Ruth
Reichwein will be talking
about Ferns. At our night
meeting on Aug. 18, Herb Lewis will present “Backyard Birding".
This meeting is open to the public, so bring your friends and
neighbors. Refreshment are at 5:30 p.m. and the meeting will start
at 6:00 p.m. (No business) We still need volunteers to bring
refreshments to the Aug. 18 meeting. Please contact LeAnne
Porter at steveleanneporter@gmail.com or 824-8090 if you can
bring a dish.
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FRUITS AND NUTS - Cut out
old blackberry canes after
fruiting and then fertilize and
cultivate for replacement
canes. Remember to order
new catalogs for fruit selection.

SHRUBS - Layer branches of
hydrangea. 

LAWNS - Watch for diseases.
Mow regularly. Water as
needed.

ROSES - Keep roses healthy
and actively growing. Hybrid
teas and floribundas may need
slight pruning to prevent
scraggly appearance.

ANNUALS AND PERENNIALS -
Water as needed. Plant
perennials and biennials.

BULBS - Divide old iris plantings
and add new.

MISCELLANEOUS - Keeping
flowers, shrubs, trees, and
lawns healthy is the major task
during this month. This means
close observation for insects
and diseases. Water.

VEGETABLE SEED - Plant
turnips, rutabagas, beans, and
peas in South Alabama.

VEGETABLE PLANTS - Plant
cabbage, collards, cauliflower,
Brussels sprouts, broccoli, and
celery.
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Our July speaker was ACES agent Angela Treadaway, who presented an informative
program on preserving fruits and vegetables, with an emphasis on canning methods. 
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Ruffner Mountain GREEN Visitor Center



����������	
���� ��� ����
��
�� ��� ����� �����������������	

���������	
�����
���
��������
�����	 �����

More than 80 people attended the Rain Harvesting
Workshop held on July 14 at the Birmingham
Botanical Gardens.  BBG Executive Director Fred
Spicer gave an overview of the new Master Plan for
the Gardens which will include a supplemental
rainwater catchment system. Tony Glover discussed
the advantages of collecting rainwater and illustrated
various types of rain collection systems available.
Following his presentation, Tony and Harold Deason
demonstrated techniques for constructing a rain
barrel using a 55-gallon plastic barrel. 
Tony has worked out several options for those who

are interested in making their own rain barrel or
purchasing a ready-made barrel or the 275-gallon
tank on display at the workshop.  Additional
information and an order form are available at
http://www.aces.edu/~gloveta/barrelorderletter.htm.

Photos by Connie Barron
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���� is the  monthly newsletter of the Jefferson County Master Gardener Association.  To submit information, contact
newsletter editor Tricia Farris at editor@jeffcomg.org.


