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	      Fire Statistics

Alabama’s residential fire risk for African Americans under age 5 is 1 in 15,367; for the population age 5 and over,

it is 1 in 18,175.

10,834 African Americans    died in residential fires from 1989-1998. Of those deaths, 2217 were children under the age of 5.

Source: Centers for Disease

Control & Prevention

www.cdc.gov/ncipc/wisqars
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Home fires are the most common disasters in Alabama and throughout the United States. Many homes are at risk for fires without the appropriate fire detection and prevention equipment. While home fires do not make national headlines like hurricanes and tornadoes, they are the deadliest disasters to strike communities. Each year hundreds of                           Alabamians die in fires and more than 50 percent of those deaths occur in home fires. This is a devastating                                               fact since most home fires are preventable.  

The simple daily practice of cooking is the leading cause of fires in most Alabama homes. Usually, kitchen fires result from unattended stoves or ovens rather than the mechanical failure of kitchen appliances.

New data from the National Fire Protection Association also reveals that candles are increasingly becoming a cause of home fires along with fires caused by alternate heating sources such as kerosene and space heaters, or children using matches and lighters. 
Alabama Home Structure Fires







          Direct Dollar

                      Year 

       Fires

 Loss in Millions
2000

        379,500

5,674.00

2001

        396,500

5,643.00

2002

        401,000

6,055.00

2003

        402,000

6,074.00

2004

        410,000

5,948.00

2005

        396,000

6,875.00
______________________________________________

Alabama has the third highest rate of home-based fires in the United States 

following the District of Columbia and Mississippi. 

The number one cause of death from home fires is 

CARELESSNESS!
    Leading Causes of Structural Home Fires from

             2000-2004 - Annual Averages
	Major Causes

Cooking equipment

Identified cooking equipment

Confined cooking fire

Heating equipment fire

Identified heating equipment

Confined chimney or flue fire

Confined fuel burner or boiler

malfunction or fire

Intentional

Candle

Smoking materials

Exposure to other fire

Electrical distribution or lighting

Equipment

Clothing dryer or washer

Confined or contained trash or rubbish fire
	# of Fires 

120,000

21,500

98,500

59,000

19,600

26,200

13,300

19,000

16,400

14,000

13,900

13,100

8,900

13,900
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                       Source: National Fire Protection Association

Homes are defined as dwellings, duplexes, manufactured homes (mobile homes), 

apartments, row houses, townhouses, and condominiums.
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            Teen Parenting

Young children are the most at-risk population. Fires are 
the leading cause of unintentional death for kids under the 
age of 
five. African-American children are 2.5 times more 
likely to die in a home fire than the rest of the nation.
Education

The lack of knowledge on fire safety poses a significant problem for families. Sadly, only a small number of families (25 percent) have actually developed and practiced a home fire escape plan that would ensure the youngest members of their family can escape quickly 

and safely.

Poverty
Fire prevention does not require expensive equipment or training. Home fires are often a preventable disaster, which makes the 50 percent of fires that affect Alabamians every year a significant outreach challenge. Research has shown that social, economic, and behavioral patterns, as well as a lack of fire protection equipment, are all associated with an increase number of home fires in low-income households.

 Preparedness is the best weapon against 

HOME FIRES!
FIRE Goals:

1. To implement an aggressive outreach campaign to Alabama communities to raise awareness about the dangers of home fires.
2. To engage more Alabama families in taking preventative measures in creating home fire escape plans.




· Disseminate information about home fire safety and how home fires can be prevented.

· Increase awareness of the Fire Information Resource Education   campaign through partnerships with influential businesses and social agencies to help market the collaboration on home fire safety literacy in Alabama.

· Focus outreach on the prevalence of a disproportionate number of fires in African-American homes and among other at-risk groups.

· Use media resources to heighten awareness of national home fire safety practices.

· 
Educate seniors about developing home fire escape plans and provide home fire safety resources.

· Engage teenage parents in taking educational and preventative programs on the dangers of home fires that will enable them to protect themselves and their children.

· Target other at-risk groups with educational outreach and home fire safety resources.

Disasters can strike quickly and without warning… 
are you prepared?

Marilyn Simpson-Johnson, LGSW, Extension Family Welfare Specialist, Alabama A&M University; Shirley Crutcher, Emergency Services Director, American Red Cross, Madison-Marshall County Chapter; Dessie Johnson, Emergency Services Coordinator, American Red Cross, Madison-Marshall County Chapter; and Tiffany A. Moore, Graduate Student, Alabama A&M University


This is a Saving Towns Through Asset Revitalization project implemented through the Alabama Cooperative Extension System’s Urban Affairs & New Nontraditional Programs Unit at Alabama A&M University, and the American Red Cross, Madison-Marshall County Chapter. 

For more information about fire protection, please contact the American Red Cross Madison-Marshall County Chapter at (256) 536-0084.

 




FIRE 


(Fire Information Resource Education)





Vision


Eliminate home fires in Alabama





Mission 


Increase prevention in home fires


 in Alabama





Objectives


Provide education on home fire prevention to the public.





Develop home fire safety displays, demonstrations, and publications.





Target seniors, teen parents, young children, and other     at-risk groups in home fire prevention.





Sponsor a biannual home fire safety expo.





Offer certification training in home fire safety literacy. 





FIRE GOALS











More information on home fire safety can be found at a local American Red Cross center.














Research data and photos are provided by the National Fire Protection Association, 


the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and the Federal Emergency Management Agency.








FIRE BARRIERS





FIRE STRATEGIES





Older Adults & Fires


Older adults suffer from injury and death from home fires as a result of lack of mobility, health-related problems, and low economic status. 
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