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Birmingham Community 
Foundation Donates to Alabama 4-H

The Community Foundation of 
Greater Birmingham has donated 
$25,000 to the Alabama 4-H Club 
Foundation to support the construc-
tion of the Alabama 4-H Environmental 
Science Education Center, the first 
sustainable building in the Southeast 
specifically designed to teach environ-
mental issues.

“We are grateful to The Community 
Foundation of Greater Birmingham for 
their generosity and commitment to 
youth and environmental issues,” said 
Jack Odle, chair of the Alabama 4-H 
Club Foundation Board of Directors. 

“The Community Foundation’s 
Board recognizes the importance of 
what the 4-H Foundation is committed 
to – teaching Alabama children impor-
tant environmental practices in a 
building designed, constructed and 
operated to protect and enhance its 
surroundings.”  

“It is exciting 
to support the 
construction of 
another LEED 
building,” said 
Patti Whitt, senior 
program officer for 
The Community 
Foundation. 
“Stewardship of 
natural resources 
is one of our 
priorities for grant 
making from the 
Community Funds 
that serve the five-
county area around 
Birmingham, and 
the 4-H Center fits 
perfectly into that priority.”

The Community Foundation uses its 
Community Funds to make grants twice 
a year to support the greatest needs 

Jack Odle, chairman of the Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, thanks Patti 
Whitt, senior program officer for The Community Foundation of Greater 
Birmingham, for the organization’s generosity to Alabama 4-H. 

Construction Underway
Construction on the Alabama 4-H Environmental Science Education Center has been underway for several months. The photograph (left), shows construction 
as of December 2006. In the photograph (right), work on the main floor is progressing. The 17,500-square-foot building is the first sustainable building in the 
Southeast specifically built to teach environmental issues in a building designed using sustainable practices. The facility is being constructed at the Alabama 
4-H Center on Lay Lake near Columbiana by the hundreds of organizations, individuals, foundations and corporations who have supported the Campaign for 
Alabama 4-H.

and opportunities to make life better in 
greater Birmingham, Whitt said.  Grants 
over the past two years have supported 
several Leadership in Energy and  
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Thank You, Donors to Alabama 4-H
The Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc. would like to 

thank all donors for their commitment to helping Alabama’s 
youth, our greatest asset. 

The Foundation lists its donors alphabetically, rather 
than by gift level. We believe that each donation, regard-
less of amount, will help us achieve our goal of working “For 
Today and Tomorrow … Making the Best Better” for the young 
people of Alabama.

The following list of donors are those who have made 
contributions to Alabama 4-H during 2006. In the event of any 
errors or omissions, please contact the Foundation office at 
(334) 844-5536.

On behalf of the nearly 100,000 Alabama 4-H’ers, we say 
“thank you”  to our donors -- individuals, foundations, corpora-
tions and organizations and those who have asked to remain 
anonymous.

Associations, Corporations, Foundations, 
Organizations and Individuals 

4-H Leaders Association
A.C. Legg 
Alabama Association of 4-H Agents 
Alabama Cattlemen’s Foundation 
Alabama Civil Justice Foundation 
Alabama Cooperative Extension System 
Alabama Council of Cooperatives 
Alabama Electric Cooperative 
Alabama Holstein 
Alabama Jr. Livestock 
Alabama Pork Producers 
Alabama Poultry & Egg Association 
Alabama Power 
Alabama Power Foundation 
Alabama Rural Electric Association 
Alberson, Elaine 
ALFA Services, Inc. 
Allen, Melanie 
American Cast Iron Pipe Company 
Animal Science Academy 
anonymous 
anonymous 
Archer, Bill 
AU College of Agriculture 
Auburn Bank 
B. L. Harbert International 
Baltikauski, Mary 
Barnes, Dena 
Baskin, Charles 
Beauchamp, Rick 
Beck, Marian 
Beck, Virginia
Beck’s Turf, Inc.
Ben-Mar Hosiery, Inc.
Bivins, Carolyn
Blue Bell Creameries
Bowers, Willard
Brannon, Emily
Broman, Betty Ann
Brown, Judy
Burgess, Kimberly
Burton, Geneva
Carlton, Arthur
Chaffin, Vivian
Chapman, Jean
Chirping Meadowlark 4-H Club

Christenberry, Boyd
Clark, Lee Ann
Clary, Jeffrey
Coffee County Farmers Federation
Coleman, Heather
Cook, Jo Ann
Cook, John
Covington County Farmers Federation
Crayton, Evelyn
Creative Services, Inc.
Crenshaw County Farmers Federation
Crews, Karen and Jerry
Crystal Mills Farm
Cunningham, Miles
Curtis, Larry
Dairy Farmers of America
Dairy Fresh
Dale County Farmers Federation
Datcher, Willie
Davis, Wayne
Day, Margorie
Deavours, R.B.
DeJarnette, Sydney
DeWeese, Charlotte
Dickinson, Ed
Dollman, Rebecca
Drakeford, Robert
Drummond Coal
Ebert, Bob
Ebsco
Eclectic Homemakers
Elliott, Thomas
Ellis, Dub
Elmore County Farmers Federation
Energen Corporation
Epsilon Sigma Phi
Farrior, Buck
Federal Land Bank Association  
  of North Alabama
First South Farm Credit
Foreman, Dorothy
Fowler, Sam
Fuller Supply Co. Inc.

Fussell, Vickie
Gibbs, Linda
Goldkist
Good, Kim
Gottler, Thelma
Gregg, Molly
Gregory, W.H.
Greystone Orthodontics, Inc.
Griffin, Bridgette
Griffith, Warren
Guinn, Barbara
Hall, Ellis
Hardin, Montine
Henshaw, Mike
Herndon-Jones, Helen
Hightower, C.S.
Hill, Chuck
Hodo, David
Holley, Betty
Hollinger, Jeanne
Hoover, City of
Hylton, Albert
International Paper, Inc.
Ireland, William
J&M Bookstore
Jackson, Ester
Jensen, John
Johnson, Janet
Johnson, Terry
Jones, Bertha
Jones, James
Jones, Jimmy
Kilgore, Mike
Kimbro, Lindsay
Kling, Emily
Knight, Donald
Kraft Foodservice
Laird, Wes
Lampley, Willie
Land O’Lakes
Lawrence, Beth
Lawrence, Margaret
Lefkovits, Kenneth
Lefkovits, Marsha
Legvold, Denise
Lewis, Jovita
Lide-Hooker, Sally
Lightfoote, Mario
Lowder, J.K. Family Foundation
Lowder, Robert
Lowry, Jean
Machen, McChesney & Chastain
Maddox, Charles
Mann, Eugene
Mants Katanga
Marshall County Farmers Federation
Martha White
Mathews, Debbie
McBride, Sharon
McCamy, Jason
McClendon, Chris
McCoy, Janet
McCrory, Norma
McDonald, Teresa
McDowell, Sarah
McGilberry, Blake
McQueen, Gerald
Mercedes-Benz U.S. International, Inc.

Mid-South Bank
Missouri 4-H Foundation
Mitchell, Charles
Monroe, Gerald
Moore, Betty
Moores Mill Golf Club
Moorehead, Marsha
Morgan County Extension
Morrison, Ruby
Murphy, Lisa
National Wild Turkey Federation
NDI — Natural Decorations, Inc.
NEAFCS AI Affiliate
Nelson, Callie
Nelson, Elaine
Nichols, Lamar
Noland, H.P.
Northwest Medical Center
Norwood, William
Odle, Jack
Odom, Margaret
Osby, Parico
Owens, Loyd
Philpott, Harry
Pitts, Albert
Powell, Tammy
Presley, Dan
Prevatt, Walt
Prince, Grace
Progressive Farmer, Inc.
Prucnal, Peggy
Pursell Institute
R. A. Hubbard High School
Ramsey, Jackie
Red Diamond, Inc.
Redmond, Dr. A. Rick
Reid, Carol
Reynolds, Donna
Reynolds, Mindy
Rice, Ray
Rigney, Doug
Robinson, Linda
Roe, Dale
Russell Corporation
Sanders, Rose
Sarro, Ruth
Shirley, Denise
Slate Gallery and Framing
Smalley, Dan
Smith Wendland Trust
Smith, Gaines
Smuckers
Sony Electronics
Southeast Select Sires
Southern Electrical Contractors, Inc.
Southern Progress Corporation
Stanley-Fleming, Karen
State of Alabama (tax check off)
Stephensen, George
SUDIA
Summerford, John
Talladega County Exchange
Talladega County Farmers Federation
Talladega International
Tallapoosa County Farmers Federation
Tankersley, Marilee
The Hotel at Auburn University
Thomas, Charles
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Auburn Basketball 4-H Day
More than 550 Alabama 4-H’ers, parents and volunteer leaders attended the Auburn vs. Mississippi State basketball game at Beard-Eaves Memorial Coliseum. 
4-H and Auburn Athletics joined together to offer free entrance to the game for those wearing 4-H green with a canned good to benefit the East Alabama 
Food Bank. In total, 4-H'ers collected 528 pounds of canned goods for the needy. Pictured are two groups, from Lowndes County (left), and Calhoun County  
(right), who donated food and had fun at the game.

4-H/FFA Collector Knife
Alabama Farmers Cooperative, Inc. has joined with W.R. Case & Sons to 
make a collectible Alabama 4-H/FFA project knife, with a percentage of the 
proceeds going to 4-H and FFA. The knives will go on sale around April 1 
and be sold at co-op stores in Alabama. Only 1,000 of the specially designed 
knives will be made. 

4-H Golf Classic to be held June 14
The third annual Alabama 4-H Golf Classic will be held 

Thursday, June 14, once again at FarmLinks Golf Club near 
Sylacauga.

The 2006 Classic raised nearly $21,000 to support 
Alabama 4-H programs statewide. 

The classic is coordinated by a committee of 4-H regional 
Extension agents and the Extension Development office. 
Committee members are Chairman Nancy Alexander, James 
Shropshire, Marian Beck, Lindsay Kimbro, JoAnn Wissinger, 
Kim Good, Denise Legvold and Beth Lawrence of Extension 
development.

For more information on how to sign up, go online to 
www.aces.edu/fourh/2007-4-h-Classic.pdf or contact Beth 
Lawrence in Extension Development at (334) 844-2247 or 
batkins@aces.edu.
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Thompson, Ann
Thompson, Donna
Thompson, Ralph
Thompson, Rena
Thompson, Susan
Thorne, Barbara
Todd, Jim
Tomberlin Family Foundation
Tuscaloosa County Farmers Federation
TVA Authority
Tyree, Annie
Vasser Blue Ribbon 4-H Club
Vulcan Materials Company
Waddy, Paul
Walker County Farmers Federation
Ware, Agnes Alice
Weaver, Joan
Weese, Jean
West, Gay
Weyerhaeuser
Whatley, Carol
Whitten, Shirley
Wilkerson, Eugenia
Williams, Bill
Wilson Investment Group
Wilson, Ted
Wissert, Lelia
Wissinger, Joann
Woodson, Evelyn
Woodyard, Stephanie
Worden, Tom and Tasha
Wynn, Donna

Honoraria
Barr, Ann
Barnes, Dena
Hughley, Dot
Jones, Demp

Memorials 
Anderson, Clemia
Beldner, Mark
Burnside, Tommy
Chapman, Louis H.
Chapman, Louie Charles
Craft, Larry
Daugherty, Howard
Eisenberg, Max
Fennell, Marguiette
Freeman, Charles
Hardy Sr., William
Jones, Daniel
Landstreet, Evelyn Martin
McLeod, Lamar
Morris, Pollye
Owens, Loyd
Powell, Fred
Pugh, Mack
Reynolds, Robert
Segrest, Charles
Smith, Ted
Stephenson, James
Wilson, Mazie

Alabama 4-H Volunteers Sustain, 
Enhance Programs and Youth

4-H is all about youth, yet some of the most important 
people involved in Alabama 4-H are those who give their time 
and talent to support 4-H. If youth are the life of 4-H, then 
volunteer leaders are the heartbeat.

Thousands of Alabamians statewide volunteer for the 
nearly 100,000 Alabama 4-H’ers to teach, organize, and chap-
eron trips and are involved in the many behind-the-scenes 
activities to ensure that 4-H remains a vital organization.

“We could not do the good job we do of teaching youth life 
skills without the support, dedication and work of our volun-
teers,” said Lamar Nichols, assistant director of 4-H and Youth 
Programs for the Alabama Cooperative Extension System.

“4-H adult volunteers know what it means to make a differ-
ence in a young person’s life,” he said. “They are valuable to  
4-H because they provide a place for 4-H members to belong 
and have a caring relationship with a volunteer club leader 
who leads programs that help youth gain independence, learn 
and master project work, and work to benefit others.”

Jack Odle, chairman of the Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, 
said he too is grateful for the commitment of 4-H volunteer 
leaders. “We recognize the importance of their service and 
know that children would not have the same opportunity to 
learn life skills if it were not for our volunteers.” 

The work of volunteers is as varied as they are. Adult 
volunteers help run community clubs, organize activities and 
events, share their unique talents with youth and start and 
run special interest groups.

It was a love for horses and animals that led Lisa Cotton 
to become a volunteer leader. Cotton, a Covington County 
volunteer since 1999, started a horse club with friend,  
Tina Flowers. 

Archery Instruction
Volunteers learn about archery instruction during the 2007 Volunteer and 
Parent Forum retreat at the 4-H Center.

Healthy Living Exercise
Volunteers and 4-H state staff have fun trying to take clothes pins from each 
other in an outdoor activity that helps children have fun while exercising. 
The activity was just one of many ideas taught to volunteers and parents. 

continued on page 4
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Birmingham Community Foundation (from page 1) 
Environmental Design (LEED) buildings, as well as environ-
mental education programs.  

Being constructed at the 4-H Center on Lay Lake in Shelby 
County, the Alabama 4-H Environmental Science Education 
Center will be the first LEED-commissioned environmental 
education building in the Southeast and will be an example of 
sustainable awareness nationally. The LEED Green Building 
rating system is the nationally accepted benchmark for the 
design, construction and operation of high performance 
green buildings. LEED promotes a whole-building approach 
to sustainability, recognizing performance in five key areas of 
human and environmental health: sustainable site develop-
ment, water savings, energy efficiency, materials selection and 
indoor environmental quality. 

To attain gold LEED certification, buildings are 
required to achieve a total of 39 points – the Alabama 4-H 
Environmental Science Education Center will qualify for 45 
points. Davis Architects of Birmingham designed the building, 
and B.L. Harbert International, also of Birmingham, is 
constructing it. It is expected to open in November.

The $7-million facility is being constructed with funds 
raised by the Campaign for Alabama 4-H through the Alabama 
4-H Club Foundation, Inc. More than 500 corporations, foun-
dations, organizations and individuals have supported the 
Campaign for Alabama 4-H to date, giving $5.8 million. The 
campaign also supports 4-H programs statewide.

The Community Foundation of Greater Birmingham, 
established as a public charity in 1959, is dedicated to 
connecting people and resources with community needs and 
opportunities to make life better, today and tomorrow. It has 
helped hundreds of individuals, families and businesses put 
their resources to work to help others. Go to www.foundation-
birmingham.org for more information.

Have a Story Idea?
Do you have a story idea for Pathways? Do you know a 4-H’er who has achieved an honor and want others across Alabama to know about it?  

The Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc. is the nonprofit fund-raising arm of Alabama 4-H. The Foundation seeks to recognize youth for their achievements. 
Send your story ideas to Janet McCoy, Extension development and communications coordinator, at mccoyjl@aces.edu, or call (334) 844-2298.

Alabama 4-H Volunteers (continued from page 3)

“It takes a big commitment but if you have parents who 
are supportive, they will back you up and help the club be 
successful,” said Cotton, who lives in the small community of 
Wing, Ala. “Parents are an active part of our club.

“Volunteering for 4-H is important to me,” she said. “I love 
to see the results of children learning, to get knowledge from 
sources they otherwise wouldn’t have.”

Cotton says she’s watched shy, reserved children come 
out of their shells because being a member of their horse 
club is much more than spending time riding or caring for 
the animal. “We have quiz bowls, judging teams and public 
speaking and demonstrations,” she said. “They learn about a 
subject they love and they learn skills.”

Volunteers Matt and Violet Stewart of Irvington, Ala., give 
of their time in a Mobile County 4-H club because they believe 
in the values 4-H programs teach youth. 

“The focus of our club is on community service and char-
acter development,” Violet Stewart said. “We have fall and 
spring clean-up days in Grand Bay. We also have an event with 
senior adults, and we participate in our local Heritage Day as 
well as compete in the fair,” she said.

“4-H teaches morals and values in programs and we think 
that’s important and missing in other programs for youth,” 
Matt Stewart said.

Volunteers go through a rigorous screening before 
working in 4-H to ensure that they understand their  
responsibilities. 

Shooting Sports
Parents and volunteer leaders learn how to shoot skeet, one of the many 
programs taught by Alabama 4-H in the shooting sports program.

“Our 4-H agents work with volunteers to make sure they 
are well equipped to be volunteers with youth, and work 
together with the volunteers to ensure the many programs, 
club meetings, activities and events are held,” Nichols said. 
“They believe in and support 4-H with their time and talent.”

One way volunteers stay updated and involved in 4-H 
is through the Alabama Volunteer Leaders Association, a 
dynamic statewide group that provides opportunities for 
leaders to receive educational training, exchange ideas and to 
assist with the recruitment and utilization of volunteer leaders 
in the 4-H program. 

Each year, volunteers and 4-H agents attend a retreat at 
the Alabama 4-H Center where they learn new skills to teach 
youth and communicate ideas.

To learn more about the Alabama Volunteer Leaders 
Association, contact your county Extension office or go online 
to www.aces.edu/fourh/VolunteerAssociation.



Thank you for your support of the Alabama 4-H Annual Fund!
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Lawrence, Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc.
226 Duncan Hall, Auburn University, AL 36849-5612 Phone: (334) 844-2247 Fax: (334) 844-7201

To help meet Alabama 4-H’s needs for this year, enclosed is my gift of:	 I prefer to charge my gift to my Visa/MasterCard:

								        ___________________________________________________
q $________     q $100      q $250      q $500     q $1,000		                   Card Number

        Make check payable to the Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc.	                  ___________________________________________________
								        Expiration Date

q Enclosed is a Matching Gift form. Employer is:				   ___________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________		  Cardholder’s Signature

Designate my gift as follows:				  

	 q Alabama 4-H Club Foundation 	 q Other: _______     	 Total Pledge/Gift:_____________

	 q Alabama 4-H Center			 

	 q 4-H Program Enrichment		   			   Payable:

	 q 4-H Endowment Fund		   			   Annually	    Amount __________ Year(s) ____ Ongoing ______

	 	 	 	 				    Semiannually Amount __________ Year(s) ____ Ongoing _____

								        Quarterly	    Amount __________ Year(s) ____ Ongoing ______

								        Other ______ Amount __________ Year(s) ____ Ongoing _____

Date: _______, 20 ____  Signature: _____________________________________________________	

Beth A. Lawrence, Assistant to the Director

Non-Profit Org.
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