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Abbey’s dad is a civil engineer. His company is
sending him to a small city in Madero to

advise the city government. The water supply in
that city is unsafe to use.

Abbey’s dad needs a series of shots before he
travels to Madero to help him ward off some 
dangerous diseases.

Abbey went to the library that very day. She
found a lot of information about water.
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Abbey’s Project
As Abbey worked on her project, she decided

her main concern would be pollution of ground
water, which is one of the sources of water we
drink and use in our houses. Sources of the 
pollutants in ground water and surface water are
not always clear. This is called non-point source 
pollution.

By the time her dad returned from Madero,
Abbey was making a poster for her project.



Abbey’s Report
The pollution from a normal household appears to

be quite important.
Therefore, we all have the potential to contribute

to the non-point source pollution of our water. It is
important that we remember how precious our water
supply is and that we do what we can to protect it.
We must remember that every time it rains and water
falls to the earth, it soaks into the ground or moves
over the ground into creeks and streams. Those
streams flow directly into larger bodies of water or
run down through openings in the surface of the
earth into underground streams that become creeks
or larger bodies of water. This will be the water that
we will one day drink or use in some other way to
enjoy life.

If we destroy our clean water by putting pollu-
tants in it, we can’t get any more. The only thing we
could do is try to clean it up. This can be very, very
costly. Let’s look at an example. This glass contains
clean water. If we add food coloring, the water
becomes contaminated and turns blue. Could this
food coloring ever be removed from this water? Yes!
If we evaporate the water and condense it, we can
recapture the pure water. This isn’t hard to do, but
can you imagine how much it would cost to treat
and purify an entire lake? Once water has been pol-
luted, it can be costly—or sometimes even 
impossible—to purify it and make it usable again.

As we look across our state, we see the many dif-
ferent activities that affect the water as it drains from
the land. We must realize that it’s everyone’s respon-
sibility to find ways in which we can protect the
quality of our precious water. Water quality is only
one of the several environmental issues facing us
today that can be solved if each one of us would
just decide to take it upon ourselves to do 
something and make the difference.

What can we do? Each of us must become more
aware and concerned about the quality of our water.
Take time to evaluate your practices at home to see
if you are doing things that might jeopardize the
quality of our water. Become more observant of
your surrounding environment. Observe nearby
streams and rivers for pollution, and report any
changes in water quality to the local authorities. We
must pull together, as a whole, working not against
one another but with each other in order to preserve
the quality of our water supply. Without everyone’s
help, the quality of our water in the future could be
in jeopardy.

Eve F. Brantley, Agriculture Program Associate II, and James E. Hairston, Extension Water

Quality Coordinator, Professor, Agronomy and Soils, both at Auburn University

For more information, call your county Extension office. Look in your telephone directory
under your county’s name to find the number.
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