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Test for Radon

Radon is an invisible, oderless, radioactive gas created during the natural
decay of uranium in the soil. It can be harmful when there is too much
radon 1n the house.

Homes can be tested for radon using inexpensive test kits. Ask an adult to
see if your home has been tested for radon in the last year.

Measurements are made in the basement or lowest-lived area in the house
because radon enters the home from the dirt under the foundation.

Radon has been identified as a risk factor in developing lung cancer over a
long period of time. If there is a radon problem in your home ask an adult
to call a radon expert.

What is radon?

Where is radon found?

Where does radon come from?

What health problem can be caused from excess radon in your
home over a long time?

How do you know if your home has excess radon?

What should adults do if there is excess radon in your home?
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Maintain Home Equipment

The adults in your home make sure gas appliances, fireplace, furnace, or
wood burning stove have annual checkups to keep them maintained.
A check up once a year keeps equipment clean and working correctly.

Check with an adult in your home to see when equipment was last
maintained in your home.

M Check the equipment that helps keep your home cozy and safe.

Add letters to complete the following that may be in your home.
Thevowels a e i o u are missing!

O frn c_

O _ r cndt nr
O witr h_ tr

O hmdf r

O fr plc_

O c¢c_ I ng fn

O sm k | rm

O

crbn mnxd ditectr
O | wn m w.r

You can help remind your family to check batteries and
test smoke and carbon monoxide alarms once a month.

What day of the month is good for testing the alarms in your home?

Mark your “sancety alarm test” ciag on the calendar every month.
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Decode this message. HNTS: a = & e =8 h = «

& HBe[e sEe Sepeésrm <O0R IH <O00OR .

27



Draw your backyard or play area.

What makes your backyard safe?
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Congratulations!

You have helped to find out if your home i1s safe and healthy.

Draw Healthy Home pictures or logos on t-shirts for Tommy and Maria.
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Resources

If you have questions about the health and safety of your home:

Check your phone book for the local County Extension office

US Department of Housing and Urban Development
www.hud.gov/healthy

US Environmental Protection Agency
www.epa.gov/children
www.epa.gov/mold
www.epa.gov/lead
www.epa.gov/radon
www.epa.gov/smokefree
www.epa.gov/iaq

Healthy Homes Partnership

www.healthyhomespartnership.net
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