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The incidental death rate
in agricultural enterprise ranks
closely with other dangerous
occupations, such as mining and
construction. Agriculture, min-
ing, and construction have the
highest incidental death rates
of the major industries. In 1996,
agriculture showed 21 incident-
related deaths per 100,000 farm
workers, while mining had
24 deaths per 100,000 work-
ers. Mining fatality rates have
dropped some since 1996 while
agricultural fatalities have
remained about the same.

Farm workers comprise only
about 3 percent of the American
workforce but account for 10
percent of the fatal injuries.

Nonfatal Farm Incidents

The National Institute of
Occupational Safety and Health
estimates that there is one injury
per five farms per year. These
injuries are serious enough to
require medical treatment and
a time loss of at least 1 day. In a
recent year, it was estimated that
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200,000 work-related, nonfatal
injuries occurred on farms. Sixty-
five percent of these injuries
involved the owner/proprietor/
operator/partner and 35 percent
involved hired farm workers.

Farm Fatalities and
Injuries in Alabama

Eugene Simpson, Extension
economist and professor in
agricultural economics and rural
sociology at Auburn University,
reported that Alabama currently
has approximately 57,000 work-
ers employed on Alabama farms.
From the NIOSH fatality rates
shown above, that would translate
to 12 fatalities per year on farms
in Alabama. Statistics have not
been compiled for actual numbers
in Alabama before 2003, but
statistics developed from a national
newspaper clipping service shows
that there were seven fatalities on
Alabama farms in 2003, including
youth and part-time workers. All
but two of the reported fatalities in
Alabama were tractor related: three
tractor overturns, one highway
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fatality involving transporting a
tractor, and one tractor that went
over a bluff. There were two sepa-
rate all-terrain-vehicle fatalities
involving youth.

There were four fatalities on
Alabama farms or in the rural en-
vironment reported for 2004. Two
were tractor incidents (one over-
turn and one involved the opera-
tor being thrown from the tractor
when it hit a pile of dirt). Another
was a run-over by a farm truck
gathering hay after dark and one
involved a tree top that fell from
cleanup after Hurricane Ivan.

The USDA Farm Statistics
Organization in Montgomery
reported that there are 45,000
farms in Alabama. From numbers

shown above, it can be calculated
that about 9,000 injuries occur on
Alabama farms per year (20 per-
cent). From a monetary perspec-
tive, the calculation of average lost
work time and medical expenses
of $500 per injury incident, there is
about a $4.5 million Alabama agri-
cultural injury loss each year. Farms
with a 10 percent profit margin
would have an average of $5,000 in
lost profit for each incident or $45
million in lost profit each year for
all injury incidents in Alabama.

Jesse LaPrade, Ph.D. Extension Environmental
and Farm Safety Specialist, Auburn University
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For more information, call your county Extension office.
Look in your telephone directory under your county’s
name to find the number.

COOPERATIVE

Exiension

SYSTEM
Your Experts for Life

ANR-1271

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agri-
culture and home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914,
and other related acts, in cooperation with the U.S. Department
of Agriculture. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System
(Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) offers edu-
cational programs, materials, and equal opportunity employ-
ment to all people without regard to race, color, national origin,
religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.
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