


Figure 3. Cut made by rabbit

Vole damage may be con-
fused with rabbit damage or
mole tunneling. If plants are
dying, look at the gnawing or
chewing pattern to distinguish
between vole damage and rabbit
damage. Voles have small teeth
that will leave small, irregular
gnaw marks at various angles on
the plant. Rabbits have wider
teeth and therefore leave wider
marks. In addition, rabbits will
often completely cut the plant in
two with a uniform 45-degree-
angle cut (Figure 3).

have underground burrows.
Moles seldom cause extensive
plant damage. If plants are being
eaten, the culprit is a vole, not a
mole. It is important to distin-
guish between the two types of
animal activity because control
efforts for voles will not stop
mole activity and vice versa.

Controlling Voles
Voles generally do not like to

venture into open territory;
therefore, modifying the habitat
by eliminating ground cover can
be effective in reducing vole
damage. Keeping lawns adjacent
to flower gardens mowed to a
short height may help discour-
age voles from moving into gar-
dens to feed. Minimizing the
amount of mulch in flower gar-
dens and turning the mulch fre-
quently may help discourage
voles from establishing tunnel
systems. Mulch rings or mounds
should be cleared back a mini-
mum of 3 feet from the base of
trees. Tilling soil in agricultural
settings destroys the tunnel sys-
tems and is therefore useful in
reducing vole populations and
subsequent damage.

Trapping voles in large-scale
operations is not cost effective.
However, where voles are a
problem in flower gardens or
small vegetable gardens, trap-
ping may be useful. Mouse snap
traps can be placed at the en-
trances to tunnels or runways.
Bait the trap with a mixture of
peanut butter and oatmeal or
sliced apples, and place it so
that the trigger faces the tunnel
mouth.

There are no toxicants cur-
rently registered for vole control
in Alabama. Fumigants are gen-
erally ineffective due to the ex-
pansive tunnel system associated
with vole activity.

Voles have extremely high
reproductive potentials; thus, it
is doubtful that predators alone
could prevent vole damage.
However, snakes, hawks, owls,
and other predators will feed on
voles if afforded the opportunity.

Vole damage to ornamental
gardens and vegetable gardens
does not constitute a serious
economic threat. However, to
those experiencing damage, the
damage may be quite severe and
warrant control by habitat modi-
fication and trapping. As is usu-
ally the case, a combination of
control methods produces the
best results.

Jim Armstrong, Extension Wildlife Scientist, Associate Professor, Zoology and
Wildlife Science, Auburn University

For more information, call your county Extension office. Look in your tele-
phone directory under your county’s name to find the number.
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Many people have vole dam-
age and blame it on moles.
Moles eat insects, earthworms,
and grubs and make the familiar
raised tunnel system in lawns.
Voles feed on plant material and
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