




Yellow Jackets, Wasps, and Hornets 3

Bald-Faced or
White-Faced
Hornets

The bald-faced hornet,
Dolichovespula maculata,
commonly nests in trees or
shrubs. These hornets belong
to the same family, Vespidae,
as yellow jackets and Euro-
pean hornets. Bald-faced hor-
nets are black and white and
about the same size as yellow
jackets. These hornets can
build nests up to about 12
inches in diameter. The nests
are comprised of cells and a
paper envelope made of
chewed wood pulp (Figure 1).

Control Methods
The methods for control-

ling bald-faced and white-
faced hornets are the same as
those for controlling the
European hornet.

Paper Wasps,
Umbrella Wasps,
and Red Wasps

These wasps are also in
the family Vespidae but are in
the genus Polistes. These
wasps are easily recognizable
by the nests they construct.
The nests look like inverted
umbrellas (Figure 2). The nest
cells are visible from below,
unlike the bald-faced hornet
nest that has a paper enve-
lope wrapping around the
whole nest. Nests are built
under eaves, fire escapes,
decks, and ledges.

Figure 1. Bald-faced hornet nest with
characteristic paper envelope around
the whole nest

Figure 2. Umbrella wasp, paper wasp,
or red wasp nest with characteristic
open nest structure and visible nest
cells

Figure 3. Mud dauber nest (The pipe
organ mud dauber is common.)

All the females in the nest
have the potential to become
the queen. The queen is usu-
ally the female who begins
laying eggs and constructing
the nest first. The other fe-
males then become sub-
servient to her. If more than
one female begins laying eggs
at about the same time, the
female who eats the eggs of
the other while replacing
them with her own eggs
becomes the queen.

Control Methods
Since these nests are quite

visible, control is easier than
with ground-nesting species.
Wear full protective clothing,
and treat at night, using a
pressurized liquid insecticide
labeled for wasps and hor-
nets. These products can be
purchased at almost any de-
partment or grocery store.

Other wasps that home-
owners may encounter in-
clude mud daubers, digger
wasps, and cicada killers.
These wasps generally do not
warrant any control. They are
all excellent predators and are
considered beneficial insects.

Mud Daubers

These wasps are in the
family Sphecidae. They are
bluish black in color, are slen-
der, and are about 1⁄2 to 3⁄4
inch long. Mud daubers rarely
sting. Their nests are clusters
of mud (Figure 3) attached to
structures such as the sides of
buildings, under decks, on
sheds, in attics, and on ceil-
ings. The adult mud dauber
collects spiders that she para-
lyzes and places in the brood
chamber. The spiders become
food for the emerging larval
wasps.
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Check nest chambers for
holes before performing any
control. If the nest chambers
have holes in them, control is
not necessary because the
adult wasps have already left
the nest.

Digger Wasps

These wasps are in the
family Scoliidae. They are
slender and about 3⁄4 inch
long. Digger wasps are easily
recognized by their flight and
nesting behavior. They fly
over the lawn during the day
looking for grubs. Because
they kill they grubs, they are
considered a beneficial insect.
When a digger wasp finds a
grub, it paralyzes it, digs a
chamber in the soil, and lays
an egg on the grub. The soil
that is dug for the chamber
appears on the lawn as a fist-
sized mound. There can be a
few mounds to hundreds of
mounds in a lawn, depending
on the severity of the grub
problem. The wasp larva that
emerges uses the grub as
food. These wasps generally
do not attack people.

Cicada Killers

These wasps are in the
family Sphecidae and are very
large. They can be almost 2
inches long. Adults are seen
in July and August. They are
solitary wasps that use cicadas
as food. The wasp paralyzes a
cicada, brings it back to the
nest, and then the female lays
an egg on the cicada. The
emerging larva uses the cica-
da as food.

The cicada killer nest can
be a burrow that is about 10
inches deep and 6 inches
wide. There may be two
cicadas in one nest.

Cicada killers can cause
some lawn damage. They are
not normally aggressive, but
they can pack a potent sting if
provoked. If control of these
wasps is necessary, follow the
procedures described for con-
trolling yellow jackets.

Summary
Home control measures

for controlling yellow jackets,
wasps, and hornets can be ef-
fective, but because these in-
sects can become a safety
hazard to humans in certain
areas, consider contracting the
services of a professional pest
control operator who can de-
vise a control program that is
right for you.Under Review
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