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Types Of Ticks
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Figure 1. The American dog tick, Dermacentor variabilis.

Female left, male on right. (Photo by Gary R. Mullen,
Professor, Entomology, Auburn University.)

Some species of ticks can carry disease-causing
agents. The Lone Star tick, Amblyomma americanum,
is a confirmed carrier of human ehrlichiosis (Figure 2).
Sixty-eight per cent of all ticks recovered from humans
are the Lone Star tick.

While the Lone Star tick species is a known carrier
of disease, each individual tick is not infective. This
concept is true for other tick species that have been
confirmed to carry disease-causing agents.

The “black-legged tick” (commonly called the “deer
tick”), Ixodes scapularis, is associated with Lyme dis-
ease. The preferred host for the adult ticks is white-
tailed deer. Small rodents and lizards are suitable hosts
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Figure 2. The Lone Star tickAmblyomma americaniviale
on left, female on the right. (Photo by Jerry F. Butler,
Professor. Used by permission, Entomology Department,
University of Florida.)
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Controlling Tic
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First, identify the tick. A species identification can
give you information that will be useful in devising a
control plan. Place ticks in rubbing alcohol and submit
for identification to your county Extension office.

Use Integrated Pest Management

In general, the best solution is to use an Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) approach. IPM methods incor-
porate all available control methods into a pest manage-
ment program. Control methods include sanitation and
exclusion and chemicals techniques.

Visit our Web site at : www.aces.edu



Sanitation And Exclusion

= Treat or eliminate the host animal because ticks
are ectoparasites. Wash pets with an insecticidal/acarici-
dal soap registered for pet care or with a mild deter-
gent. Treat pet resting areas on the same day.
Acaricides are chemicals that kill ticks while insecticides
are chemicals that kill insects.

= If you don't have pets, look for signs of rodent or
other wildlife activity and set traps to remove these ani-
mals or keep them out with a fence.

= Keep garbage cans tightly covered to discourage
opossums, raccoog® and other wildlife from frequent-
i feed.
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area, such as a portion of your yard just before a picnic.
Be sure to always follow label directions and allow suf
ficient time for the acaricide to dry before allowing pg
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= Applications at 2 to 4 week intervals may be nec-
essary to eliminate ticks.

Professional Pest Control

Consider using the services of a professional pest
control operator who has the training and equipment to
take care of ticks, rodents associated with ticks, and
other wildlife. They may be able to offer you assistance

in wildlife removal in addition to chemical control. If
you do use the services of a pest control operator, ask
questions about the plan to control your pest problems
and get estimates from at least three reputable firms.

Minimize Exposure To Ticks

Minimizing your exposure to tick bites is important
because some ticks can carry disease-causing organisms.
Tick bites can also result in prolonged itching.

= Wear light colored clothing in wooded areas or
places that ticks are known to infest. Ticks are easier to
see on light colors so you can remove them before they
attach.

= Tuck pant legs into socks, boots, or shoes to pre-
vent ticks from crawling up under clothing.

= Apply an insect repellent containing DEET to boot
or shoe tops, around the waist, and on exposed skin. In
heavily infested areas, you may want to use permethrin
on clothing. Permethrin is not for use on skin. Make
sure that clothing treated with permethrin dries for at
least 2 hours before use. Most insect repellents for mos-
quitoes usually work well against ticks.

= Examine yourself carefully for ticks after leaving
the woods or tick infested area. Check especially the
hair, shoulders, armpits, waist, and inner thighs.
Normally, ticks must attach for several hours before a
disease agent is passed from tick to man. Therefore, if
you remove ticks promptly, you greatly reduce your
nces of getting Lyme disease or Rocky Mountain
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Use chemicals only according to the directions on the label. Follow all directions, precautions, and restrictions
that are listed.

Trade names are used only to give specific information. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System does not
endorse or guarantee any product and does not recommend one product instead of another that might be simi-
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E ty’s name to find the number.
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