


Identification

For maximum control make sure
you properly identify the ant pest.
Different ants have different food
preferences and different behaviors
that will directly impact the efficien-
cy of ant pest control.

Collection Tip—One way to
collect ants for identification is to
place a dab of honey or sugar water
in the center of index card. Place
the index card ere ants are seen.
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Inspection

Find the source of the ants.
bait or granules where the ants are
foraging or nesting. Generally,
Argentine ant trails will be conspic-
uous (Figurel). If trails are not ob-
vious, placing an index card with a
dab of honey or sugar water where
ants have been seen may help lo-
cate established trails as ants recruit
to the sugar source. In general, treat-
ments are not effective if they are
not placed where ants are found.

Sanitation

= Eliminate sources of moisture
(such as leaky faucets, plumbing,
and free-standing water) and food
because these ants are scavengers.

= Clean windows of dead insects.
These ants will feed on dead insects.

= Remove the food source if ants
are trailing to food. with a mild de-
tergent, wipe ant trails after food is re-
moved to erase the trail pheromone.
The trail pheromone is a special
chemical that foraging ants lay
down to guide other foraging ants
to food or to a new nesting place.

= Spray the ants with soapy
water from a spray bottle. This will
often temporarily halt ant problems
if insecticide use is of concern
around food or other sensitive
areas. Soap breaks the surface ten-
sion of the water, causing the ants
to drown

= Check potted plants for ants
before bringing the plants indoors
One way to check for ants is to
water the soil thoroughly to force
ants out of the soil.

Physical Exclusion

= Caulk cracks and crevices in
the house.

= Keep branches from coming in
contact with your house (ants will
walk on them into the house).

Chemical

= Apply chemicals judiciously.
Precision spot treatments at points
of entry into the house such as
around window sills and door
hresholds may be effective.
roadcast spraying for these ants is
unwise. A liquid insecticide will
make the area repellent to ants.
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solution is a homemade
many sweet-loving ants such as
Argentine ant. There are severa
advantages to this bait. First, it is
very slow-acting. Second, because
the colonies are so large, they must
be given a constant supply, which
means the homeowner would have
to repeatedly check on the bait.
Even then, control is not guaran-
teed. The only advantage is that this
bait is inexpensive.

Characteristics Of The Iceal Ant Bait

1. Slow-Acting Toxicant

2. Non-Repellent Toxicant

3. Preferred Food Source

Baits work because they exploit
the ants’ behavior of sharing food
and nutrients with other ants.
Passing nutrients from one ant to
another is called trophallaxis. If food

contains a slow-acting toxicant and
the ant does not detect it, the toxi-
cant is passed throughout the
colony by trophallaxis, before killing
its members, including the queen.

Ant baits work only if the ants
eat the bait. Eliminate any alternate
food sources by keeping counters
clean and storing food in sealed
containers.

Professional Pest Control

Good pest control operators have
the training, equipment, and materi-
als necessary to perform ant control
safely and effectively. You may pre-
fer to have all of your pest control
done by a professional because ef-
fective pest management requires
extensive knowledge of IPM tactics.

If you do contract the services of
a pest control operator, ask ques-
tions about the plan to control your
pest problems and get estimates
from at least three reputable firms
before choosing one.
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For more information, call your

county Extension office. Look in your
telephone  directory under your county's
name to find the number.
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