
Algal Leaf Spot

Algal leaf spot, caused by the
alga Cephaleuros virescens,

may appear on a wide variety of
plant species. In Alabama, southern
magnolia and camellia trees are the
most common targets of algal leaf
spot problems. The list of plants
susceptible to C. virescens also in-
cludes apple, aucuba, azalea, blue-
berry, bougainvillea, boxwood,
cleyera, crape myrtle, fig, gardenia,
holly, Indian hawthorn, jasmine, ju-
niper, leucothoe, magnolias, oak,
orchid (Cattleya), pecan,  philoden-
dron, photinia, privet, pyracantha,
rhododendron, schefflera,
sycamore, viburnum, and wisteria.

Symptoms. Leaf spots develop
as pale green or pale red, rough, su-
perficial, netlike circular spots with
wavy or feathered margins. In some
situations and on some hosts, the
alga may infect twigs and branches,
causing girdling lesions. Algal in-
fections of twigs often cause super-
ficial cell layers to become slightly
swollen and cracked; this cracking
will cause the twigs to be more sus-
ceptible to fungal infection. When
sporangia (algal spore structures)
are produced, the lesions become
reddish. When sporangia are not
produced, the spots remain light
green in color.

Persistence And Transmission.
Disease spread is favored by fre-

quent rains. During wet weather,
spores are spread by water droplets
or wind-driven rain to leaves or
twigs which are then colonized by
the alga. Cephaleuros virescens
will survive adverse conditions in
spots on leaves and twigs.
Weakened trees or plants are most
susceptible to attack.

Control. Algal leaf spot can be
controlled by the following strate-
gies:

• Use good sanitation practices
for control in most home land-
scapes.

• Hand remove spotted leaves
on lightly diseased plants. Collect
and discard or destroy all fallen
leaves. You can discard leaves with
trash, burn them, or add them to a
hot, properly maintained compost
pile. 

• Prune overhanging trees
around diseased plants to help
lower humidity levels and speed the
drying of leaf surfaces. 

• Improve soil drainage if this is
a problem. 

• Apply Bordeaux mixture 
(8 tablespoons per gallon) as pro-
tective sprays on heavily spotted
camellia and southern magnolia.
Always follow the directions on the
label. Repeat spray treatments
every 2 weeks if cool wet weather
persists.
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Use chemicals only according to the directions on the label. Follow all directions, precautions, and restric-
tions that are listed. 

For more information, call your county Extension office. Look in your telephone directory under
your county’s name to find the number.
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