


tually die. Although this damage
looks severe, it usually causes
little economic loss.

The early, immature larvae
cause damage at this time by
boring or tunneling into stalks.
Frass can be seen where the
borers have tunneled in the
stalks (Figure 5). Frass near
these entrance holes resembles
sawdust. Larvae will also bore

Figure 4. Boll rot caused by earlier
European corn borer feeding.

Managem
Control

Control of the Eurg
corn borer is extremel
and poses an unusual pro
Egg masses are almost impo=
ble to Pnd even by trained
scouts searching in heavily in-
fested pelds. Even if egg masses
are discovered, there is little
time, usually less than 24 hours,
to apply effective treatment.
Because larvae bore into the
plant at such an early stage and
enter at the base rather than the
top of the boll, they are difpcult
to spot. By the time larvae are
found feeding, insecticides are
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Figure 6. European corn borer frass on
green boll

usually ineffective. As a result,
there is no control threshold for
European corn borers. However,
some larvae are killed by insecti-
cides applied for other pests
such as bollworms, budworms,
and fall armyworms.

Even though scouting for
borers does little to benebpt the
grower, Pelds should be scouted
anyway to detect the caterpillars.
This scouting can be done in
conjunction with scouting for
budworms. Cotton bolls must be
cut open at the base with a knife
to reveal the tunneling larvae.
Sometimes the pupae may be
found. if many larvae are found
or many bolls are damaged, it
could indicate that late, rank cot-
ton crops should be avoided in
the future.

ed. Do not use pesticides on plants that are not listed on the label.

Use pesticides only according to the directions on the label. Follow all directions, pre

formation.
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The pesticide rates in this publication are recommendedonly if they are registered with the
Agency and the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries. If a registration is changed or cancelled, the rate listed
here is no longer recommended. Before you apply any pesticide, check with your county Extension agent for the latest in-

mental Protection

ALABAMA'

Trade names are used onlyto give specibc information. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System does not endorse or
guarantee any product and does not recommend one product instead of another that might be similar.
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