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Why rinse pesticide containers? It's easy and it saves 
money; it helps protect people and helps protect the 
environment.

●     Rinsate from the containers, when added right into 
the sprayer tank, efficiently and economically uses 
all pesticide in the container. This eliminates the 
need to store and later dispose of the rinsate. 

●     Unless rinsed from the container immediately, some 
pesticides will solidify quickly and become difficult 
to remove. 

●     Rinsing pesticide containers is a good, sound 
agricultural and environmental practice. 

●     Proper rinsing is required by federal and state 
regulations. 

There are two different procedures for properly rinsing 
pesticide containers:

1.  pressure rinsing 
2.  triple rinsing 

Pressure Rinsing
      Pressure rinsing forces remaining pesticide from 
containers by using a special nozzle attached to the end of a 
hose. It is faster and easier than triple-rinsing and can be 
used with plastic and non-pressurized metal pesticide 
containers. It also renders the container useless for alternate 
purposes and indicates that the containers have been rinsed.

How To Pressure Rinse

1.  Remove cover from container. Empty the pesticide 

2.  Fill the container 10% to 20% full of water or 
rinse solution. 

3.  Secure the cover on the container. 
4.  Swirl the container to rinse all inside surfaces. 
5.  Remove cover from the container. Add the 

rinsate from the container to sprayer tank and let 
drain for 30 seconds or more. 

6.  Repeat steps 2 through 5 two more times. 
7.  The cap is not recyclable. Triple rinse it and 

dispose of it in sanitary landfill waste. 
8.  Store cleaned containers out of the rain until 

they are transported to a recycling collection 
point. 

      For more information about pressure rinsers, please 
contact the following manufacturers:

E-Z Rinse Can Rinser
Phil Worth Manufacturing
2018 Imperial Lane
Findly, OH 45840
(419) 424-5793

Jet Rinse
Select Styled Systems, Ltd.
Rt. 1 Box 75
Palmer, IA 50571
(712) 359-2467

Pesti-Rinser
Terromar Marketing, Inc.
739 Pepperloaf Crescent
Winnipeg, Manitoba, R3RlG2
Canada
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into the spray tank and let the container drain for 30 
seconds. 

2.  Continue holding the container upside down over the 
sprayer tank opening so rinsate will run into the 
sprayer tank. 

3.  Insert the pressure-rinse nozzle by puncturing 
through the bottom of one side of the pesticide 
container. 

4.  Rinse for length of time recommended by the 
manufacturer (generally 30 seconds or more), 
rotating the nozzle while rinsing. 

5.  The cap is not recyclable. Triple rinse it and dispose 
of it in sanitary landfill waste. 

6.  Store cleaned containers out of the rain until they are 
transported to a recycling collection point. 

Triple Rinsing
      Triple rinsing means just that, rinsing the container three 
times. Triple rinsing can be used on plastic, nonpressurized 
metal, and glass containers.

How To Triple Rinse 

1.  Remove cover from the container. Empty the 
pesticide into the sprayer tank and let the container 
drain for 30 seconds. 

(204) 832-0276

Qwik-Rinse
(commercial model, replacement probe and utility 
model)
Qwik-Rinse, Inc.
1023 Hillcrest Terrace
Fredericksburg, VA 22405 (703) 373-5800

Remember:

●     Read and follow all label instructions. 
●     Wear appropriate protective clothing and 

equipment when working with pesticides 
●     Never reuse a pesticide container for any 

purpose. 
●     Dispose of all pesticide containers properly. 
●     Use a back-flow prevention device when filling 

sprayer tanks or rinsing pesticide containers. 
●     Only properly rinsed containers can be recycled! 
●     Rinsing containers with rinsate put in spray tank 

will save money by using all that is paid for, 
prevent costly hazardous waste clean-up, and 
preserve the environment for future generations. 

      Even during a busy season, the few extra minutes it 
takes to properly rinse empty pesticide containers is 
time well spent! 

This publication is for educational purposes only. Reference to commercial products or trade names is made with the understanding that no 
discrimination is intended and no endorsement is implied. 

For more information, call your county Extension office. Look in your telephone directory under your county's name for the number. 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, and other related acts, in cooperation with the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System (Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) offers educational programs, materials, and 
equal opportunity employment to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability. 
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