






Symptoms
Peanut rust is easily identiÞed by

the appearance of numerous tiny,
reddish orange pustules on the un-
dersides of the leaßets (Figure 5).
The ruptured pustules contain masses
of powdery, orange spores. Although
the badly diseased leaßets quickly
turn light brown and die, they often
remain attached to the plant. When
left unchecked, diseased peanut
plants take on a scorched appear-
ance, quickly die, and shed most ma-
ture pods. Because they mature 2 to
3 weeks early, any remaining pods
harvested have low test weights.

Peanut rust Þrst appears on one to
several plants in scattered focal
points or Òhot spotsÓ across a Þeld of
peanuts (Figure 6). These hot spots
of peanut rust are easily mistaken for
spider mite damage. Under favorable
weather conditions, failure to start an
intensive fungicide spray program

allows disease spread to continue
until the Þeld is destroyed. Epidemics
of peanut rust develop faster than
those of early or late leaf spot do.
Spores of the peanut rust fungus are
short-lived and do not survive from
year to year on peanut crop debris.
Rather, this fungus is moved into
Alabama from Central America by
subtropical weather systems, espe-
cially tropical storms or hurricanes.
Extended periods of cloudy, wet
weather during July and August tend
to favor the appearance of rust on
peanut.

Control
Most of the management practices

useful in slowing the spread of leaf
spot diseases in peanut are ineffec-
tive against rust. Since rust does not
appear until late summer, disease
outbreaks may be avoided by plant-

Figure 5. The orange rust pustules are
clearly visible on the undersides of the
leaßets.

Figure 6. A rust hot spot in peanut 

ing a short-season peanut cultivar in
late April. Late peanuts should not be
sown near Þelds planted earlier in
the season. The cultivar Southern
Runner, which has some resistance to
peanut rust, is a good selection in
rust-prone areas. This cultivar, how-
ever, is highly sensitive to attack by
the peanut root-knot nematode and
should not be planted where damag-
ing populations of this nematode are
present. Most other runner-type
peanut cultivars reportedly are sus-
ceptible to peanut rust. Fungicides
applied according to a recommended
calendar or weather-based spray
schedule such as AU-PNUT generally
will control rust on peanut. The
fungicides chlorothalonil, azoxys-
trobin, and tebuconazole have excel-
lent activity against the peanut rust
fungus (but propiconazole is ineffec-
tive).

Beginning in late July, Þelds in
rust-prone areas should be checked
weekly for peanut rust hot spots.
Particular attention should be paid to
areas of peanuts with off-color or
yellow foliage. If rust is found, the
full rate of a recommended fungicide
should be applied every 7 days until
2 weeks before harvest. Recommen-
ded fungicides are listed in IPM-360,
ÒPeanut Insect, Disease, and Weed
Control Recommendations,Ó and in
Extension publication ANR-500,
Alabama Pest Management
Handbook.
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Use pesticides only according to the directions on the label. Follow all directions, precautions, and restrictions that are list-
ed. Do not use pesticides on plants that are not listed on the label.

The pesticide rates in this publication are recommended only if they are registered with the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries. If a registration is changed or cancelled, the rate listed
here is no longer recommended. Before you apply any pesticide, check with your county Extension agent for the latest in-
formation.

Trade names are used only to give speciÞc information. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System does not endorse or
guarantee any product and does not recommend one product instead of another that might be similar.

For more information, call your county Extension ofÞce. Look in your telephone directory under your countyÕs name to
Þnd the number.
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