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clusters, which may range in size
from a foot to several acres.The
roots and pods attacked by the
CBR fungus turn dark brown to
black. Shredding or disintegration
of the taproot just below the soil
line is a diagnostic symptom for
CBR on peanut (see Figure 9).

Clusters of brick red fruiting
bodies of the causal fungus, C.
crotalariae, often appear on rot-
ted tissues along the main stem,
taproot, pegs, or pods (see Figure
10). These fruiting bodies are di-
agnostic signs of CBR and are
usually found at or just below the
soil line after periods of mild, wet
weather just before harvest.

Control
No fungicides currently are

registered for the control of cylin-
drocladium black root rot (CBR)
on peanut. Research has shown
that one fungicide, when banded
over the middle of the row, may
suppress CBR somewhat and in-
crease yield. Vapam soil fumigant,
which is registered for the sup-
pression of CBR, is widely used in
Virginia and North Carolina. The
effectiveness of Vapam against
CBR has never been clearly estab-
lished in Alabama field trials.

Rotating peanut with nonhost
crops of the CBR fungus, such as
corn, grain sorghum, cotton, or
permanent pasture, may help pre-
vent disease outbreaks. In fields
where extensive losses have oc-
curred, rotating to bahiagrass or
coastal bermudagrass for at least 5
years may be required before
peanut may again be planted.

Cultivar selection may influ-
ence the severity of CBR. Several
Virginia-type peanut cultivars are
partially resistant to this disease.
The combination of resistant culti-
vars along with treatments of
Vapam have been used success-
fully to control CBR. Currently,
none of the available runner-type
peanut cultivars has any resistance
to this disease.

Figure 5. Zonate or target-spot lesions
are usually seen where the underside of
the peanut vine touches the ground.

Figure 6. Typical limb rot damage on
peanut. Note the good taproot crop
and absence of a limb crop.

Figure 7. Pod rot caused by R. solani
on a Virginia-type peanut.

Figure 8. A cluster of CBR-damaged
peanuts.

Figure 9. The roots and pods at-
tacked by the CBR fungus typically
turn dark brown to black.

Figure 10. The brick red fruiting bod-
ies of the CBR fungus on the pegs and
pods of peanuts.
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Use pesticides only according to the directions on the label. Follow all directions, precautions, and restrictions that are list-
ed. Do not use pesticides on plants that are not listed on the label.

The pesticide rates in this publication are recommended only if they are registered with the Environmental Protection
Agency and the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries. If a registration is changed or cancelled, the rate listed
here is no longer recommended. Before you apply any pesticide, check with your county Extension agent for the latest in-
formation.

Trade names are used only to give specific information. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System does not endorse or
guarantee any product and does not recommend one product instead of another that might be similar.

For more information, call your county Extension office. Look in your telephone directory under your county’s name to
find the number.

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, and
other related acts, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The Alabama Cooperative Extension System
(Alabama A&M University and Auburn University) offers educational programs, materials, and equal opportunity employment
to all people without regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.
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