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MEXICO
XALAPA

GENERAL INFORMATION

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System and Auburn
University College of Agriculture’s Office of International
Agriculture is offering an intensive series of seminars
from June 1st thru June 15th, 2003 at Universidad
Veracruzana in Veracruz, Mexico for public service, 
agricultural professionals and Alabama Cooperative
Extension System personnel.

LOCATION

The Escuela para Estudiantes Extranjeros (EEE) at the
Universidad Veracruzana is located in Xalapa, the capital
of Veracruz State. It is located in the hills four thousand
feet above the Gulf of Mexico and an hour and a half away
from the historic port city of Veracruz. Xalapa has a 
temperate climate, with an average temperature of 64.4ºF.
Xalapa, a word which comes from xallapam, a natural
nathuatl compound means meaning “spring in the sand.”
Although Xalapa’s intellectual and cultural climate is
lively, the city with a population of more than 500,000 has
kept a small town atmosphere. Xalapa is known as the
“City of Spring in the Sand.” The city’s general atmosphere
tends to be that of a big town. Life is relaxed and easy, yet
the main square or zocalo, surrounded by side-walk cafes,
restaurants, bookstores and the like, is always alive. The
Escuela para Estudiantes Extranjerosis located in a quiet
residential neighborhood of Xalapa

Auburn University College of Agriculture

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home economics, Acts of May 8
and June 30, 1914, and other related acts, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The
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tional programs, materials, and equal opportunity employment to all people without regard to race, color,
national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.



THE GOAL AND OBJECTIVES

OF THE PROGRAM

The goal is the is to provide participants with the opportunity
to improve their Spanish and learn about Mexican
American culture to better understand the emerging
Hispanic/Latino population in Alabama and better serve
Alabama’s population. Some of the objectives are to
enhancing participants’ understanding of the cultural
dimensions of language, and exposing them to Mexican
culture. Another objective is for, participants to increase
their level of confidence to interact more efficiently with
the growing Hispanic/Latino population in the state. Since
the primary objective of the program is full cultural
immersion, each participant is expected to communicate
in Spanish at all times.

2003 PROGRAM

The series of classes and lectures seminars will be conducted
at the prestigious Escuela para Estudiantes Extranjeros
(EEE) under the auspices of the Universidad Veracruzana,
which forms part of the longest and most venerable 
educational traditions in the country. 

Upon arrival participant, will meet their host family. Next
day they will be given an cultural orientation before the
program begins. Field trips run from 8 AM to 12 noon.
Regular classes run from 12 noon to 2 PM and special 
lectures from 6-8 PM Monday through Friday.

PROGRAM OF STUDY

INTENSIVE LANGUAGE & CULTURE

The participants will receive a diploma of participation
from Universidad Veracruzana and may earn up to 22
hours of continuing education from Auburn University.
Classes on Spanish and Spanish culture at noon, and special
lectures by Mexican faculty in the evenings meet daily.

LIVING ARRANGEMENTS

Participants will live with Mexican families in Xalapa. Some
of the host families live in downtown apartments; others, in
the suburbs. Some are childless couples; others have several
children. All are willing to welcome you into their homes
and share with you the warmth of Mexican home life.

PROGRAM COST

The basic cost of the program is expected to be approximately
$2200. This includes air fare from Atlanta, course tuition

in Xalapa, orientation, and medivac insurance (effective
June 1st thru June 15th, 2003), round trip transportation
from Veracruz to Xalapa, room (double occupancy) and
board (3 meals per day). Cost for single occupancy room
and board with a family is slightly higher. A typical day in
Xalapa will include a field trip in the morning. (Twelve
field trips are scheduled). These will include visits to
poultry, coffee, tomatoes and dairy farms, agribusinesses,
schools, and social services agencies. Spanish and cultural
classes at noon, and special lectures by Mexican faculty in
the evenings. Translators will be available on field trips.
The basic cost does not include passport fees. Payment of
the program fee is made to the Auburn University College
of Agriculture’s Office of International Agriculture in two
installments: First payment must be received by April 5,
2003 and second payment, by April 30, 2003.

APPLICATION PROCEDURES

Completed application forms should be received by the
Director by March 15, 2003. Late applications will be
accepted after March 16, 2003, on a space available basis
only. However, space is limited and students should file
formal applications as soon as possible. Complete payment
of the program cost must by April 1, 2003.

WITHDRAWAL PRIOR TO DEPARTURE

When notice of withdrawal is filed with the Director 
of the program before May 1, only services not already
contracted by the Alabama Cooperative Extension System
and Auburn University College of Agriculture’s Office of
International Agriculture Auburn University and the
providers will be refunded. There will be no refunds made
when notice to withdraw is filed with the Director of the
program less than 30 days departure, unless a participant
is withdrawing due to an emergency. Proper documentation
is required for review and approval of a refund for those
fees attributable to room and board cost which have not
been committed.

CANCELLATION OF PROGRAM

If the Alabama Cooperative Extension 
System and Auburn University College 
of Agriculture’s Office of International 
Agriculture decides to cancel the program 
before it starts, participants will be 
refunded all fees paid up to the time 
of cancellation. If the program is 
canceled by the Alabama Cooperative 

Extension System and Auburn University College of
Agriculture’s Office of International Agriculture Auburn
University after it has started, there will be no refund
unless the Alabama Cooperative Extension System and
Auburn University College of Agriculture’s Office of
International Agriculture is able to recover some funds.
In the event of that being the case participants will be 
reimbursed on a pro-rata basis.

ACADEMIC DIRECTOR

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System and 
Auburn University College of Agriculture’s Office of
International Agriculture Academic Director for its 2003
Abroad Program in Xalapa, Mexico is

Dr. Diego M. Gimenez
201 C Upchurch Hall
Auburn University
Auburn, Alabama 36849-5628
334-844-1520 Fax 334-844-1519
e-mail: dgimenez@aces.edu

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System and 
Auburn University College of Agriculture’s Office of
International Agriculture reserves the right to modify 
the program cost and/or content as necessitated by the
changes in Mexican American economic market, and to
cancel the program if enrollment does not each a minimum
of participants. The Director reserves the right to send a
participant at any time during the duration 
of the program for medic, or disciplinary 
reasons. There will be no refund.


