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As disclosed in the article “Synopsis of Alabama On-Farm Work Fatalities” also available at
www.aces.edu/farmsafety/, “There have been six tractor overturns, four of which did not involve farm
work that occurred on rural acreage using tractors that pre-date 1976, when rollover protection
structures (ROPS) were made mandatory by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration
(OSHA).” The period that this data covers is 2002 through 2007. There have been 10 fatalities involving
tractors on rural Alabama acreage using tractors that are not equipped with ROPS for the years 2008
and 2009. Of the 10 fatalities, seven incidents involved the tractor operator falling or being thrown off
the seat and run over by the trailing implement. All of the incidents involved rotary mowers. Weeds and
grass are mowed when they get tall. It is recommended that tractor operators walk the area before
mowing as a safety measure because there may be obstacles that can cause tractor overturns.

ROPS and seat belts can be retrofitted to most tractors that do not have ROPS already. You can consider
the purchase and dealer installation of ROPS along with an approved seat belt to be a life insurance
policy that can save a tractor operators life. It works whenever the tractor operator uses the device
properly by fastening the seat belt tight enough to keep him or her on the seat even if the tractor rolls
over multiple times. When the tractor hits a bump, rock or other obstacle in a field being mowed, the
operator will not be thrown off of the seat and run over by the trailing implement. If, however, a seat
belt is added to a tractor that does not have roll bars and if the tractor turns over, the operator will be
crushed 98 times out of 100. Do not add seatbelts to a tractor that has no ROPS.

You can go to the website for retrofit ROPS developed by The University of Kentucky and find out what a
ROPS and seat belt will cost and its availability. Go to http://warehouse.ca.uky.edu/rops/ropshome.asp

and click on Search for ROPS for Your Tractor.



