
	  

	  

2010–2015	  Tractor-‐Related	  Fatalities	  

From	  2010	  through	  2015,	  seven	  farm	  work-‐related	  fatalities	  were	  reported	  by	  Alabama	  Extension	  
personnel.	  Most	  of	  these	  fatalities	  were	  tractor	  related	  (i.e.,	  tractor	  overturn	  or	  being	  struck	  or	  run	  over	  
by	  a	  trailing	  implement	  pulled	  or	  powered	  by	  the	  tractor).	  In	  2014,	  there	  were	  three	  tractor	  overturns	  
involving	  tractors	  without	  rollover	  protection	  structures	  (ROPS).	  In	  2010,	  there	  was	  one	  tractor	  overturn	  
involving	  a	  tractor	  that	  had	  ROPS,	  but	  the	  tractor	  operator	  did	  not	  wear	  the	  seatbelt	  provided.	  The	  
accident	  resulted	  in	  a	  fatality.	  When	  the	  second	  fatality	  in	  2010	  occurred	  the	  tractor	  operator	  cranked	  
the	  tractor	  with	  a	  screwdriver,	  but	  forgot	  to	  put	  wheel	  blocks	  in	  place	  and	  to	  take	  the	  tractor	  out	  of	  
gear.	  

When	  pulling	  logs	  or	  brush	  using	  a	  chain	  or	  cable,	  the	  load	  can	  easily	  catch	  on	  stumps	  or	  rocks	  that	  can	  
result	  in	  an	  immediate	  tractor	  overturn	  as	  happened	  to	  two	  tractor	  operators	  in	  2014.	  Also	  one	  tractor	  
operator	  tried	  to	  catch	  up	  with	  a	  runaway	  tractor	  that	  was	  hooked	  to	  a	  wagon,	  but	  was	  run	  over	  by	  the	  
wagon	  with	  logs	  and	  brush	  on	  it.	  When	  the	  tractor	  reached	  a	  wooded	  area,	  it	  was	  stopped	  by	  small	  
trees.	  The	  tractor	  was	  still	  running	  until	  it	  ran	  out	  of	  fuel	  with	  little	  damage	  to	  the	  tractor	  or	  the	  wagon.	  	  	  

In	  2011	  when	  a	  farmer	  was	  loading	  a	  tractor	  on	  a	  trailer	  for	  highway	  transport,	  one	  wheel	  of	  the	  tractor	  
went	  off	  the	  loading	  ramp.	  The	  tractor	  fell	  with	  the	  operator	  pinning	  him	  against	  a	  steel	  beam.	  

There	  were	  no	  fatalities	  reported	  in	  2012	  or	  2013.	  

	  

 


