


What Extension  
Does for You...
    This column is dedicated to giving special attention to one of the many successful 
programs in each of our six program areas: Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources, 
Urban Affairs and New Nontraditional Programs, Family and Individual Well-being, 
Community and Economic Development, and 4-H and Youth Development. The 
challenge is choosing from so many successful programs, but here is a glance at  
some of the things weʼre doing for the people of Alabama. 
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Agriculture
Extension and the Stoneville Seed 
Company brought approximately 45 
cotton producers together for the  
Annual East Alabama Cotton  
Production Meeting to learn the latest 
in all facets of cotton production. They 
learned of the importance of advanced 
planning and variety selection in the 
change-over to dual production of cot-
ton and peanuts, weed control methods 
for both crops, nematode and other 
pest concerns, and strides in produc-
tion efficiency.

    
Forestry and Natural  
Resources
The Renewing the Forest: Hurricane 
Recovery workshop held recently in 
Brewton provided foresters, loggers 
and landowners with potential long-
term solutions to the extensive dam-
age caused by Hurricane Ivan last fall. 
In addition to an assessment of the 
tremendous damage caused to for-
est land across Alabama and Florida, 
participants toured a damaged stand 
of timber and learned of salvaging 
impacts on mills, reforestation assis-
tance, management options for dam-
aged stands and tax aspects to timber 
losses. This program was a cooperative 
venture among various forest related 
agencies in Alabama and Florida, 
including Alabama and Florida Coop-
erative Extension.

Community and Economic 
Development
Partnerships and Possibilities was the 
focus of the fourth annual Alabama-
Mississippi Rural Tourism Conference 
held recently to help Alabama and 
Mississippi communities with limited 
budgets capitalize on rural tourism 
opportunities. Alabama Extension 
was among the sponsors of this joint 
economic development conference, 
which instructed approximately 120 
participants from the two states in 
historic preservation; agritourism; 
partnering across city, county and 
state boundaries; budgeting on limited 
funds; nature-based tourism; Native 
American traditions; African American 
sites; birding; and sustainability. 

Urban Affairs and New  
Nontraditional Programs
Inner city youth living in public hous-
ing are gaining new reading skills 
while learning that a good book is a 
great way to spend their leisure time.  
The Bucks for Books program is now 
in its second year at the Madison 
County Family Life Center.  During 
a recognition celebration held at the 
end of the program, youth are awarded 
bucks for the books they have read and 
reported on to their mentors. 

Family and Individual  
Well-Being
Educators, 4-H club members,  
homeowners, homebuilders and  
appliance dealers alike are learning 
the importance of using appliances 
certified under the ENERGY STAR 
program sponsored by Extension, the 
Alabama Department of Economic 
and Community Affairs, CSREES and 
the Environmental Protection Agency. 
As a result of the program, more than 
2,000 Alabama homeowners are now 
enjoying 10 to 50 percent energy sav-
ings from ENERGY STAR appliances. 
Homebuilders across the state are also 
choosing the environmentally friendly, 
energy efficient appliances over 
conventional models when furnishing 
their new construction.

4-H and Youth Development
This is the second year Alabama 4-H, 
the largest youth development organi-
zation in the state with nearly 180,000 
participants, will be a part of the state 
of Alabamaʼs Income Tax Check-Off 
program. By simply earmarking a por-
tion of their state tax refund for 4-H, 
residents across the state can help our 
youth participate in valuable programs 
that charge no membership fees. As 
with funds raised through the 2003 
tax check-off for 4-H, 100 percent of 
the money donated through 2004 tax 
returns will go directly to programs for 
Alabamaʼs youngsters. The Alabama 
4-H contribution line is 31K on the 
Alabama Form 40.

We hope you have enjoyed this issue 
of Extension Update. If you have 
questions or comments about the 
newsletter or need to correct your ad-
dress, please contact Jodi Robinson by 
phone at 334-844-5691 or by e-mail 
at robinjh@auburn.edu If you have 
questions concerning the Extension 
programs highlighted above, please 
contact the News and Public Affairs 
Unit of Extension Communications at 
334-844-5677.


