Alabamians Need to Be Prepared for Flooding From Isidore

Auburn, Sept. 26, 2002---Alabamians need to be prepared for some flooding and possible tornadoes due to Isidore and other tropical storms.

Forecasters are predicting 10 or more inches of rainfall in some areas of the state. Even though Alabama needs rain in most areas of the state, 10 inches in a day or two will most likely cause flooding in low-lying areas.  

Baldwin County Agent Susan Wingard said her county was already experiencing flooding on Wednesday and that several roads had been closed.  

"Most schools in the county are closed because of the threat of severe weather and road closures due to flooding."   

Flash flood and tornado warnings were in affect in Baldwin County Wednesday night as the outer rain bands of the large storm pounded south Alabama.  More rain is expected today.   

The National Weather Service is expecting Isidore to turn northeast today. The center of the storm is expected to be over northwest Alabama by early Friday morning.

Some simple advance preparation will help citizens be ready for possible floods.

· Know the flood warning system in your county and be sure your family knows and heeds flood warnings. 

· Know what a river height forecast means and how far your property is above or below expected flood levels. 

· Know where to go in case of flooding.  Seek higher ground as quickly as possible.

· Flood proof buildings. Install check valves in sewer traps to prevent water backup in sewer drains. Place heavy screens over lower windows to prevent breakage from 

floating objects. 

· Protect appliances from minor flooding by putting a cement block under each corner of freezers, washing machines, dryers and refrigerators.  Use bricks or boards if you don't have cement blocks. 

· Identify fire hazards. During a flood, fire danger is increased and fire department personnel may be unable to get to fires because of high water.  

· Turn off the main power switch before floodwaters crest, if you think the electrical circuits are going to be underwater.  
If authorities tell you to evacuate, follow these steps.

1. Secure your home by unplugging appliances, and  secure propane tanks safely to the structure.  Turn off the main water valve. Securely close and lock all doors, windows and garage. 

2. Follow recommended evacuation routes.  Don't take shortcuts or try to cross streets already underwater.  

3. Listen to the radio for storm news and emergency shelter information.

The Alabama Cooperative Extension System provides an array of disaster preparation and recovery information on its Web site at www.aces.edu.  Look on the left hand side of the front page and click on Emergency Preparedness.  Some printed materials may also be available at county Extension offices located throughout the state. 

