31st Alabama State 4-H Horse Show Underway
Auburn, July 9, 2003 --- More than 225 4-H club members representing 30 counties are competing at the 31st Alabama State 4-H Horse Show at the Garrett Coliseum Complex in Montgomery.  Participants are competing in one or more of 75 show classes. The show began Tuesday and continues until Friday.

"The 4-H Horse Show is a great opportunity for young people to compete," said Dr. Cindy McCall, an animal scientist with the Alabama Cooperative Extension System.  "And you don't have to have a horse to participate.  In addition to riding classes, there are a number of classes for young people who are horse enthusiasts but may not own a horse."

There are 20 classes in which the competitor does not need an animal to participate.  They include public speaking, individual and team demonstrations, photography, artistic expression, quiz bowl and horse judging.

"These events really are another way to reinforce the learning and knowledge aspects related to riding and horse ownership," said Bob Ebert, an Extension animal scientist who coordinates youth animal science events.  "They help drive home the lessons that being a responsible rider and owner go far beyond sitting in the saddle."

In the classes involving horses, young people will compete in English or hunt seat, saddle seat and Western riding styles.  Visitors can see competition in classes ranging from showmanship, where young people are judged on their ability to show their horses, to riding classes, where riders and their horses are evaluated on their abilities to perform certain skills.

“There will also be traditional Western events, such as breakaway roping, barrel racing and pole bending, as well as jumping and dressage among the English events,” said Ebert.

Cutline Photo 1--  Amy White of Baldwin County settles her horse, Beau Riva, in the barn.  White is a returning competitor who will ride in hunt seat classes as well as compete in the photography contests.
Cutline Photo 2--  Marie Hensley, standing, offers advice to Ellen Becker on technique.  Becker was practicing with her horse, Ribot’s Prospect.  Both Montgomery County 4-H’ers are entered in several classes at the 31st Alabama State 4-H Horse Show.
