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Weave System).  This weave system is 
developed as follows: four to five foot stakes 
are placed between every other plant.  When 
plants are about 10 to 12 inches tall the first 
string is tied to the stalks starting at one end 
of a section.  Then, while pulling the string as 
tightly as possible, this string is wrapped 
around each stake making sure to keep it is 
kept tight (this takes practice).  In this way 
the string is stretched down one side of the 
row and then back up opposite side of the 
row.  When you return to the starting point, 
the string is wrapped and tied at the same 
point from which you started.  A second string 
is added five to 10 days later when the tops of 
plants are 8 to 10 inches above the first string.  
It is critical to add the second string before the 
plants begin to flop over.  Usually four to five 
strings are needed to support a crop.  More 
information on the Florida Weave Method can 
be found in ANR-1156, Guide to Commercial 
Staked Tomato Production in Alabama.  This 
method is used by commercial tomato growers 
throughout the US, Mexico and many other 
regions of the world.  This method can be 
easily employed by any backyard gardener 
regardless of size of planting.   

Wire supports can be used like in the string 
system above but in this case larger posts are 
required and these posts are located 10 to 15 
feet apart within rows.  Wire is stretched on 
both sides of the row every 7 to 14 days as 
the plants grow.  This wire is attached to 
fence posts at the end of each row.  Plants are 
not normally pruned in this system.  These 
systems are not commonly employed today 
because of the widespread use of the Florida 
Weave System and due to the high initial costs 
associated with this system as compared to 
lower costs of the Florida System.   

Occasionally, wire cages are used to support 
tomato plants.  A cylinder, about two feet in 
diameter and three to five feet high, is made 
from strong hog fencing or other comparable 
fencing material.  This cylinder is placed over 
the plant and anchored in place to the ground.  
Plants growing in cylinders are normally 
spaced three to four feet apart within a row, 
and typically not pruned.  In this case, suckers 
are pushed back into the cage in order to 
force them to grow upwards in the cage.  This 
is a good system to use if only a small number 
of plants are grown.  Yield per plants tends to 
be higher using wire cages than when using 
other systems of training.   

 


