
 

 

Short-Term (2-4 day) Residential Radon Testing Instructions 
 
NOTE: Instructions differ for real estate transaction testing. 
 

1. Start the test at an appropriate time. 
• Do not test during stormy weather or in very windy conditions.  Wait until the storm is over 

before starting the test. 

• The test period should be no less than 48 hours and no more than 96 hours in 
duration.  Testing less than 48 hours or more than 96 hours will invalidate the test. We 
recommend testing for 3 days to avoid invalid tests. 

• Start the test so you can send the completed test in the postage-paid mailer IMMEDIATELY 
upon completion. (Don't start the test on a Wednesday or Thursday because it may sit at your house or 
the post office all weekend.) The test is time-sensitive.  If you delay mailing it, you may get an invalid 
test result. 

• Fill out the data form for the exact start time and date of the test, and remember to fill in the exact 
end time and date on the data form when finished. 

2. Observe closed-house testing conditions. 
Closed-house conditions should be observed 12 hours before the start of the 
test and maintained during the test. 

• All external doors and windows must be closed, except for normal 
entry and exit. 

• Do not operate ceiling, attic, or window fans during testing.  Operate 
heating and cooling systems normally. 

3. Place the vial in an appropriate location. 
• the lowest lived-in level of your home, in a room that is used regularly, such as 

a bedroom, family room or den.  If you frequently use the basement as a study 
area, playroom, exercise room, etc., place the test vial there.  If you use the 
basement only for storage, test on the first floor.  

• Place the vial at least: 

â 20 inches above the floor 
â 3 feet from exterior windows or doors 
â 1 foot from an external wall that has no opening 
â 4 inches from other objects 

• Place the test vial where it won't be disturbed by children or pets. 
 

4. Avoid placing the test vial in certain locations.   
Do not: 
• test in the bathroom, kitchen, laundry room, or other damp areas.  
• test in the crawl space, sumps, cupboards, nooks, or closets. 
• place test vial in direct sunlight or near excessive heat sources, 

such as appliances or fireplaces. 
• place test vial near drafts, and do not use ceiling fans in the room 

being tested. 

 

 

Issued in furtherance of Cooperative Extension work in agriculture and home economics, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, and other related acts, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.  The Alabama Cooperative Extension System offers educational programs, materials, and equal opportunity employment to all people without 
regard to race, color, national origin, religion, sex, age, veteran status, or disability.  

Illustrations courtesy of Colorado Vintage Companies' Protecting Your Home From Radon, A Step-By-Step Manual for Radon Reduction 


