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November CCMGA Meeting

The November 27 meeting of the Capital City Master Gardener Association will be held at the usual meeting place, Vaughn Park Church of Christ.  Maggie Stinger will present the program.  She will instruct the members in making a holiday wreath, using a grapevine wreath base and adding live plant materials.  Some suggested materials are rosemary, bay leaves, juniper, holly, or other plant materials that hold up well.  If some members could bring enough plant materials to share with others, that would be appreciated. 

Annual Christmas Luncheon 
and Silent Auction

The December 11 meeting of CCMGA will be the annual Christmas Luncheon and Silent Auction.  This festive affair will be at the Wynlakes Country Club. Members and Interns may bring sale items at 10 a.m. in order to provide plenty of time for bidding before lunch at 12 noon. This event is one of the biggest fund-raisers for CCMGA, as well as a time of fellowship.

Items for the auction could include garden-related equipment, books, or plants; holiday-themed décor or gifts; or handmade crafts.  There is usually a wide range of items and prices.

This is also the occasion where the Master Gardener Interns from the Class of 2007 will receive their certificates and badges.  Come and support them and get to know these new members.

Reservations for the luncheon are required and must be made by December 4. Guests are welcome. Checks should be made to CCMGA in the amount of $16 per person and given to the treasurer, Jane Shalhoop, at the November meeting, or mail your check and information to Jane so that she receives it by the December 4 deadline.

Master Gardeners 
at the Alabama National Fair

By Nell Copeland

The CCMGA is to be commended on their participation in the Flower Show presented by the Montgomery Federation of Garden Clubs at the Alabama National Fair in October.

Approximately 12 master gardeners entered the Horticulture Division and won approximately 40 blue ribbons.  Ken Whitaker received 15, Karin Carmichael had 10, Yvonne Evans also had 10 and Anita Ward 3. This is certainly an outstanding achievement in a year with our high temperatures and drought conditions.  Judy Youngblood won the top award, the Award of Merit for her Bay Tree entry.  Judy also won the Designer’s Choice award for her design entry.  

In addition, CCMGA had an Exhibit entitled “Green Immigrants.”  This exhibit featured plants that have immigrated to the United States.  Nell Copeland, Judy Youngblood, Karen Weber and Anita Ward all provided plants and horticulture for the exhibit.  For those of you who were unable to attend the Flower Show at the Fair, you missed a treat.

Garden Clippings

By Mary Eleanor Hines, CCMGA President

November brings frost on the pumpkin and thoughts of Thanksgiving.  The bulbs and cold weather flowers are planted, and the beds of summer color are “groomed” and mulched and are in dormancy until Spring.  ‘Tis the time to be grateful for all our blessings and continue to care for His creation in our own little way.  How wonderful it is to be talented and knowledgeable gardeners to fulfill our commitment in this way.  After all, not everybody recognizes a beautiful garden.  We do!

In spite of that wonderful and much needed rainy day, we had a good turnout of members to attend the Granary.  It was a most interesting learning experience to see how different parts of corn are used to make different grains.  Equally interesting was how lettuce is grown hydro-ponically.  Thanks to JAN SCOTT for suggesting this field trip and to KARIN CARMICHAEL for setting it up.

As 2007 winds down, I’ll take this opportunity to thank CCMGA officers KARIN CARMICHAEL, DIANNE BUSH and JANE SHALHOOP for their excellent work in making our organization so successful.  Thanks also to BETSY COLEY and LISA LENOX who produced monthly a professional newsletter; SUZANNE REAVES and COOKIE RUTH who worked tirelessly with the 2007 class; CATHY MADDOX who has been a most effective Projects chairman; and ANNA OWEN for successfully heading up a new Membership committee.  My thanks go to all the chairwomen of all the committees:  EMILY FRYE, JUDY YOUNGBLOOD, PAULA WEISS, NELL COPELAND, JUDY CROCKETT, MAGGIE STRINGER, SUZANNE BROOKHART, JAN SCOTT, CAROL GIETL, CHRIS BROWN, SANDRA THOMPSON, and all of their committee members.  And finally to all CCMGA members I extend my sincerest appreciation for your commitment and earnest support.

Our November 27 meeting and program will include door prizes, and we will collect $15 for dues ($10 for dual membership) and $16 for the Christmas luncheon.

Have a Happy Thanksgiving with blessings in abundance. 


Costa Rica Tour

Kerry Smith sends word of a New Year Trip to Costa Rica, sponsored by Auburn University.  This is a horticultural and natural history tour featuring some of the country's loveliest and most productive places.

For more information, visit their web site: 

http://www.ag.auburn.edu/hort/landscape/CostaRicaNewYearTrip.html 

The registration deadline is November 15, but if the tour is not full, they might waive the deadline if you respond after the 15th.

CCMGA Wants You!

By Cathy Maddox, 2010 AMGA Conference Chair

Our work is just beginning to host the 2010 AMGA Conference in Montgomery, March 18-20, 2010.  This project will require the continuing work and support of all of you (and will provide you with lots of MG volunteer hours).  As Conference Chair, I am beginning to organize the many jobs that must be done to enable us to reach our goal of presenting a great event to the statewide membership.  AMGA provided a set of guidelines for the hosting organization that will be very helpful to us.  

One of the first things I must do is identify committee chairs so they can organize their committee members and get started.  So I need each of you to tell me on which committee you would like to serve and what special experiences/talents you may have that can benefit this important CCMGA project.  I have listed the committees below as designated in the AMGA guidelines with a brief explanation of their functions.

Facilities - Conference location, meeting room planning, equipment, etc

Food Functions – Breaks, box lunches, banquet

Printing - Printing Conference Program, signs, badges

Registration – Managing Conference registration, records, receipts

Book Signing – Books from conference speakers

Evaluation – Conference Evaluation, individual speaker evaluations

Finance – Conference expenses, registration receipts, record keeping

Hospitality – Welcome bags and contents, speaker transport, etc

Program – Work with AMGA to arrange speakers for program

T-Shirt Sales – AMGA 2010 Conference T-shirts

There will be more details regarding the responsibilities of each committee at our November CCMGA meeting. Please be prepared to volunteer on one of these committees at our meeting.  If you cannot attend, you can call me or email me your preferences. Additionally, please tell me any ideas, suggestions or contacts you have that may benefit our planning and delivering a successful conference.  Remember that we are all in this together!

Membership Form

It's time to pay your dues for 2008. 

The Membership Form is on the next page.  

Fill out the form and give it to Jane Shalhoop 
at the November or December meeting.  

You could also mail it to her, along with your check.


CCMGA MINUTES

October 23, 2007
Twenty-four CCMGA members met at the Oakview Farms Granary on Redland Road.  Mary Eleanor Hines called the meeting to order in the Granary Store and introduced the owners, Joe and Patty Labrecht.  One guest was present.  Minutes, as posted in the Prairie Mud, were approved as recorded.  Jane Shalhoop gave the Treasurer’s report, which was also accepted.  Jane stated that there were now 96 members of CCMGA.

Old Business:  

Suzanne Reeves encouraged members to contact prospective applicants who might be interested in the MG Class 2008.  Shane Harris will appear on television in November to publicize the class.  Review of applications is scheduled in December and the class size will be limited to 15 to 20 students.  She passed out application forms.

Carol Gietl announced she had ordered more shirts and caps.  

Sara Brown and Karin Carmichael reported that fewer members entered the Alabama National Fair this year.  Judy Youngblood will give out our member’s ribbons.  Winners from our association included: Ken Whitaker, Karen Carmichael, Judy Youngblood, Yvonne Evans and Anita Ward.    

Mary Eleanor reported that the Montgomery tree Committee had sent a letter thanking CCMGA for the $250.00 donation to be used at the Fallen Officer Memorial Park.

Karen Weber sent word that she needed help on Wednesdays in the Shakespeare Garden.

Several members attended an opening at the Learning Arts Center featuring pottery designed by Lisa Lenox.  They reported that Lisa’s talent was much in evidence and that the show would be open until the end of October.

New Business: 

Karin Carmichael announced that the next CCMGA would be on November 27th at 9:30 AM at the Vaughn Park Church of Christ.  Maggie Stringer will instruct the membership in the making of holiday herbal wreaths.  Karin has purchased 40 wreaths, and members are asked to also bring their own grape vines wreaths.  Members were asked to bring lots of rosemary, bay laurel branches, dried berries, cones, flowers and any other decorations that would compliment the live herbal wreaths.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:30 AM and Joe Labrecht began the tour of the mill, explaining his milling process.  He reported that Emeril Lagasse and Paula Dean had significantly increased the demand for his stone-ground grits.  The granary has the capacity to turn out 800 pounds of grain per hour.  The membership also toured his hydroponic greenhouse and marveled at the tables of organic lettuces and wonderful basil.  We all enjoyed shopping at the store following the tour.

Respectfully submitted,

Dianne Bush, Secretary

CCMGA 

Capital City Master Gardener Association

Membership Form - 2008

Name
________________________________

Address
________________________________


________________________________

Telephone
________________________________

Cell Phone
________________________________

E-mail
________________________________

Membership dues are $15.00 per year.  

(Members who have dual membership in 2 Master Gardener associations pay $10.00.)
Amount enclosed:
__$15.00
__$10.00
__Check
__Cash

The CCMGA newsletter, "Prairie Mud," will be emailed to you unless you need to receive a hard copy by US Mail.  

Check here to indicate your preference:
 __email
 __US Mail.

Volunteer Hours

How many hours did you volunteer during 2007? ________

List the areas where you worked.  

(For example, Governor's Mansion garden, Shakespeare Festival garden, Ordeman-Shaw garden, Forest Avenue School garden, a neighbor's garden, Master Gardener Helpline, etc.)

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

Program Survey

What topics would you like to see presented in a CCMGA program?  Do you know of a person who could present a program on this topic?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

What special skills do you have that you could share as part of a program?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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