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INTRODUCING OUR NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD

CCMGA Executive Board for 2012.

Betsy Coley, President, Anna Own, Vice President, Lynette Morse, Secretary,
Linda Carleton, Treasurer

2011 Award
Recipients

Dianne Bush
Lifetime Award Winner,

Jerry Belcher
Top Hours of the Year,

Betty Starks -Smith
Intern of the Year.

Not shown

Barbara Forsythe
Volunteer of the Year.




MINUTES OF DECEMBER MEETING

T REASURERG REPORT

Jane Martin, 2009
Secretary CCMGA

After a free hour of

on the Silent Auction
items, Suzanne Reaves called the
meeting to order. Guest in attend-
ance were asked to stand and
thanked them for coming. Suzann
pointed out the CCMGA Scrap-
books from the current year and
years past, and snhapshots of our
projects and trips this year for eve-
ryone to enjoy.
daughter brought a plaque with the
Montgomery Advertiser and Prairie
Mud articles of
children working in her churches

vegetable garden.

Suzanne reminded us that sign in
sheets for 2012 committees are
available today and will be availab
at the January meeting. She also

reminded us the tree in commemor

ration of 30 years of Master Gar-
denerds in Al ab
the State Capitol Thursday Decem
ber 15 at 10:00. A plague will be

placed at the base of the tree.

Mallory Kelly and Jimmy Smitherm
certified members of the 2011 clas
of Interns. There were 18 member
present. Intern Ed Robbins will be
certified posthumously. Mallory
reminded us to recruit applicants f
the 2012 intern class which starts
February 2. Applications will be

accepted through January™1

Tom McLemore, Linda Carleton ar
Anthony Yarbrough were thanked
for their help with the 2011 Intern
Class. This class had 1,566.9 volt

teer hours and saved Alabama Cor

operative Extension System the
equivalent of salary of $29,806.20

socializing and bidding
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arand Gold stars for members workin

Interns recognized with over 80

hours of volunteer service were Bal

bara Williams, Kitty Simpson, and
Tom Roller; over 100 hours Rose
McCauley, Earline Clark, Gordon
Trawick and Laura Dean Waters,
over 250 hours Betty StarkSmith.

Congratulations to you all. CCMGA}

members had 8,547.4 volunteer
hours YTD with an approximate sa

ary savings of $153,853.20 for ACES

The program began humorously withMetalwork

Tom McLemore calling out questio
ato@ MasterGardefersarid fnéns:
bers who gave the correct answer

received Christmas candy for their
"faBIé.l ineds work w

Laurice Goorley gave our devotion

Karin Carmichael handed out awar
to Betty StarksSmith as 2011 Intern
of the Year. Betty had 260 voluntee
hours. Jerry Belcher received the
CCMGA award for the MG Top

Hours of the Year with 978 hours,
and Dianne Bush was the recipient
tha Catherihd Madidex Lifetimee n t

Award for 2011.

Tom McLemore and Mallory Kelly
awarded numerous Bronze, Silver,

the Help Line.

New Officer Installation: President
Suzanne Reaves gave the oath to
coming President Betsy Coley, Vice
President Richard Moore gave the

oath to Anna Owen, Secretary Jane

Martin gave the oath to Lynette
Morse and Treasurer Suzanne
Brookhart gave the oath to Linda
Carleton. Congratulations to our

2012 officers.

Richard Moore presented President

Suzanne Reaves with an outdoor
Fountain and gift card from Southe

2006

f,‘mu Treasurer CCMGA
b 4

December 1, 2011

Beginning balance $8,968.18
Deposits: $1,718.00
Silent Auction
Membership 2012 1,600.00
Luncheon 342.00
5.00
‘1 ~ 5
PDonations 30.00
$3,695.00
b Chedks:
#1361 President's gift $100.00
#1362 Speaker gift card 10.00
dst1363 Luncheon 1,781.17
| #1364 Engraving 34.00
#1365 Reaves (Gov.
. . 314.19
mansion tree, misc)
. . 3.69
#1366 Martin (supplies)
#1367 AMGA dues 495.00
EREturnadick 15.00
Bank fee 3.00
$2,756.05
[ | Ending balance $9,925.13

January 1, 2012

Suzanne Brookharl,

Homes & Gardens from CCMGA
members for her hard work this

year.
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After a very enjoyable lunch, Jane
Martin | ed the
You A Merry Chri
meeting was adjourned. We will

24 at Frazer United Methodist
Church.

Respectfully submitted by Jane Martin
rn

see you at the next meeting January
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‘ COMMITTEE & PROJECT REPORTS

SILENT AUCTION 2011

By Suzanne Brookhart \\.

The auction wadeyond successful this year. In the final account, we hit a record of

$1,718.00 in purchasddembers loved the bargains, walking away with smiles on thdir

faces.Thanks to everyone who brought a donation to the auction.

Kudos for the hard work that Jane Shalhoop, Debbie Wakefeld Jan Gittontributed

by pricing the items and taking in the money. The ladieshis so effortlessly each yea
like a welloiled machine.

Thanks to Gail Cotney, Eileen Webb, Jane Martin and Richard Moptkeir help making

this such a success.

I,

MONTGOMERY HOME &

GARDEN SHOW
JANUARY 27-29, 2012 J
RENAISSANCE MONTGOMERY CONVENTION CEN VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!

The Montgomery Home & Garden Show will run January 27 to 29,2012

CCMGA had a very successful show last year, and everyone enjoyed working it. Qur

success was due to having enough volunteers designing, setting up and manning

the

booth. As Betsy Coley develops her game plan she will be getting in touch with pgople

to help. There is a lot to be done and little time to do it. Take a Fotive position and
contact her to let her know you want to be a part of our first event of 2012.

SHAKESPEARE GARDENS

by Karen Weber

% The Wednesday 9 till Noon Volunteer Opportunities will continue
& through 2012. Also there will be a Workshop on Saturday, February

g and we will need lots of help with that. | will announce more infor-

B mation on this as we get closer to the date. | want to thank everyong

¥ for all your help in 2011 your efforts are greatly appreciated.

18,




N URTURING

INDOOR PLANTS
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By Mallory Kelley
Regional Extension
Agent. Home Grounds
Gardens, Home Pests

Fall and winter veg-
etable gardening is my favorite
gardening of all. There are very

few insects and diseases to con{#¥ =y

trol, the Good Lord does most
of the watering and there are
very few winter weeds to battle,
which can easily be eliminated
with some mulch. But the cool
winter temperature is the main
winter gardening stress, not as
much for the plants, but for the
gardener. Whether outdoor gat
dening is not your thing or if you
are bringing in plants you intendg
to nurture indoors you can have
a lush oasis of greenery inside
your home this winter.

Indoor plants
have many

benefits, they
* not only psy-
chologically

“improve our
well-being, but they also filter oy
many pollutants in your home o

office, but like all plants, indoors

or out, they require some gen-
eral maintenance.

To insure a long lived, healthy
indoor plant, make sure all con-
tainers have drainage holes in t
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bottom with a catch dish, re-

move all dead leaves and make
sure to be consistent in your wg
tering. The number one cause
of death to all plants is either
too much water or too little wa-
ter.

and use your
8 finger to test
" to see if more
water is needed. If the soil feel
moist to the touch and soil stick
to your finger then the plant has

efficient moisture. Using tap wa-

ter is ok for the plants, but rain-
water is best. If your tap water
contains fluoride it should be
used cautiously on some types
plants and indoor plants will be
happiest at temperatures be-
tween 6575 degrees Fahrenhe

If your plants are in pots, after
watering you should never see
the water immediately start to
fill up the catch dish the pot is
sitting in. This is an indicator th
the plant was too dry. In this
case you need to apply smaller
amounts of water more often.

You can also tell if a plant needs
If it feels

a drink by picking it up.
light for its size, it probably

needs water. You want the soi
4o be moist, not wet. Overwa-
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tering can cause the plant to re-
main wet for too long resulting in
root rot. Any water that drains

into the catch dish overtime and
remains there for 24 hours shoul
be removed to keep it from dam-
aging the plant. If the leaves sta

to turn brown and black and your

container plant starts to smell, th
is an indication it is too wet and
starting to die.

Also do not
77 forget the fer-
KA & tilizer. Plants

~you are using
tap water and not rainwater, the
nutrients that would often times i
nature come from the rain have

Dheen removed so we must suppl
ment. Make sure the fertilizer foi

your indoor plants is water

.Soluble and remember it is alway

best to use less fertilizer indoors

than to use too much. Always re

fer to the label, but if still uncer-
tain how much to use and how
often, a good rule of thumb is %

teaspoon of fertilizer per half gal-

lon of water once every two
months for indoor plants in the
summer and every three months

sin the winter.

and especially |i
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ANNOUNCEMENTS D

January Monthly The 2010 Al ab 4304theast Regional
Luncheon Master Gardener
and Vegetabl e (ﬁ)rr'lf%r’@r?cés

Tuesday January 10th Confer ence |Natchez, MS
11:30 AM to One+

February 20| 2012

8:30 a.m. unti)]| 4 Mayl-4520124, -

| burn Uni ver si fty' s Lowder
uafe+8|3tro Building on 411 |west Maiehao-
 T80a 400
i\' % l i a AveiteOnr eg|i st+—+—-at+i-or

is from 7:30 a.nlu. 120128HELP LIRE M.

COOL BEANS
At The Caf ®|Ad§40Amt sregi s{riTHe 2012 HelpeLiriesschep-
115 Montgomery St. due by Feb. 13 |TQpRr b%énep%étéd
Montgomery, AL 36104 ter, send your [name
(334) 269-3302 dress al ong wi i hLoghon tosthe Mastes Garr
- . to ARVGA, P. 0. | BfenerSefvice Report.
or Menu & Reviews follow Auburn, A208583an . _
this link site registrat.i oglckgnlﬁ_‘bl%l%l.‘mel?agg-
i stration fees |i|piekautitbe daysyou want
AFVGA member shilptowork. 1st Come, 1st

Served so donodt
long.

CAMELLIAS IN BLOOM
MoOBILE BOTANICAL GARDENS

12-23-11

Here is a link to a photo essay by Bill Finch on
al.com. | want to thank Suzanne Brookhart fo

submitting it to The Mud.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

&

22ND ANNUAL MASTER GARDENERS
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5‘&)\ CONFERENCE
o3
-0 The
.o : K MARK YOUR CALENDAR ,‘ ]?g%GIC
-, < _ [+) ardening
(71?1)}4: 'S@% 2012 ALABAMA MASTER GARDENER CONFER

ENCE
MARCH 22 0 24,2012 IN BIRMINGHAM ,AL

Every gardener has experienced the magic of gardening, from the first sprouts that push up from

vithin

a buried seed to the way that everyday stresses and cares seem to vanish when we labor in our gar-

dens.Jef ferson Countyds Master Gardeners invife yoc
dener Conference as we celebrate o0The Magic| of
Jefferson County MGOds are | ookingl for
4Sta;r'r‘:ier:g'h';"2m°“ Gardeners to 0The Magic Cityé6 fo+|] the
AR 24, 2012. Conference activities will be centered at the Birmingham Marriol:
I
: located on Highway 280 near shopping and a variety of attractions, including
: the Birmingham Botanical Gardens and Aldridge Gardens.
Conference attendees will have an opportunity to tour either Aldridge Gar-
dens or the Birmingham Botanical Gardens on Thursday afternvde will
welcome our guests that evening with a Barbecue Dinner at the Birmingham
Botanical Gardens.
The Friday and Saturday sessions will take place at the conference hotel with a lineup of accompjished

speakers, authors and industry experts who will inform, entertain and inspire with their insights an

periences.

Look for more information about the 2012 Conference in the Winter issu
of Garden Pathways and mark your calendars now to be a part of this
omagical 6 experience.

PERFECTACCOMMODATIONS
HANESTDINING IN ALABAMA

FABULOUSSHOPPING

YOU DO NOT WANT TO MISSTHE CCMGA HOSPITALITYSUITE

d ex-




AMGA N EwS ‘

The Winter 20132012 Issue of The new membership data-The board voted unani-

Garden Pathways is available at ] )
base continues to be devel-mously that AMGA dues wi

Yy\'A & oped.There will be a increase to $10.00 starting
roundtable session discuss-in 2013.
5 ing the new datdase and
s -, how it will work.This will be Be sure to read the
et
RDENY from 12:302:00 PMon  CCMGA article where our
Thursday, March 22.There 4th quarter activities,

A Few of the Highlights  will be a simultaneous ses-

s

_ _ RoseMorris House Garden
The winter issue of Garden SION ON retention of mem- o\, \1embers Certificatior

Pathways will be mailed, ev&€rs: Capitol Tree Planting,
ry year, to all AMGA mem- The license plate did not were high-
bers. All other issues will bemake the 250 quotas.There
available for download fromare plans to make the tag
the AMGA website. available as a front plate tag.
It should be available at the
Birmingham Conference.

MEMBER® GARDEN PICTURES

These two pictures of a Dwarf Burning Bush are
from Suzanne Reaves garden. Her only regret
that she was too busy to catch them at their pe:
| think you
will agree
they look
great and
would add
wonderful
color any to

any Fall garden.

s

Please send your pictures to
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W REATHS FOR THE GOVERNOR & MANSION ‘
2

DIANNE BusH CCMGA

On a cold winter morning several 0 all of native, live materiaswhich for our work and thanked us for
CCMGA members metatKarin  wer e gat her ed f rtakimg oméerpogat.d s

Car mi chael 6s h o uyards. MaggienS&rikger, BEtwé:olaxlyof the wreaths were beautifud
Christmas wreaths for the Gover- Mary Eleanor Hines, Dianne Bush,  gifferent and unique and they in-
nor s Mansi on. Cafby Madddx, Sarw[aé'hompesm‘l,sﬁred those working to go home
speci al request Anma®wenMndKarin Baerrnichaieleouyd gﬁke Tl G GEEGTEETE
staff asking Master Gardeners to  went into high gear on this frosty After all, there is nothing more
contribute to the Christmas decora-morning, forming an assembly line O 2 fragrant than fresh
tions at the mansion. We decided make wreaths of cedar and pine Witﬁ\'eens during the holiday season.
that we would make twenty wreathsan assortment of natural accent dec-

orations and red bows.

~ Karin, Dianne and Betsyfs
| delivered the wreaths to
| the mansion where they =

_ were unloaded. We \&
were pleasantly surprise
to be greeted by Ala-
pebamads Firs
Dianne Bentley. She ex
s pressed her appreciatio
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PLANTING OUR COMMEMORATIVE TREEAT THE STATE CAPITAL

DECEMBER 15, 2011

On December 15 CCMGA members met at the Joining the large contingent of CCMGA members
Alabama State Capitol steps to plant a White Dogvere representatives from Auburn and the State;

wood tree i.n cc?mmemoration of 30 Years of Masg sty Carl, Site Director, Alabama State Capitol,
ter Gardening in Alabama. Alabama Historical Commission

Dianne Bu§h, MG 1998 and founding CCMGA  \yayne Hoyt, Facility Manager, Alabama State Capi-
member, discovered there was a real need to ré-tol. Capitol Operations/Finance Department

place a young White Dogwood that was destroyed _ _ _
. Sandra Porter, Deputy Chief of Services, Finance
in a recent storm.

Department
As you climb up the main entrance stairway the

tree is on your left. The dedication plaque can beBen Barlow, Landscape Manager, Alabama State

Capitol, Services Division/Finance Department

seen from the street as you approach the Capitol.

Wayne Henderson, CCMGA 2006 is a professionl\zg
arborist and did the honors of handling the actual
planting.

rargaret Lawrence, Auburn University.




DECEMBERUNCHEON

PHOTOS BY MAC MCCLELLAN
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W HEN | REALIZED | WAS A MASTER GARDENER &

Vickie Raney
CCMGA
2011

My husband and | wet
pIannlng a trip in May to attend ou
ni eceds high sch
Loogootee, Indiana. Around March
my sisterin-law asked me to help
her redo her land-

scaping. She wanted
me to help design, ‘
pick out plants and ‘
implement the instal-==
lation of the land-
scape project. After

e
r

all | was attending a Master Garden

er class and | should know what |
am doing, Right??? This was way
outside my comfort zone and | was
unsure of how to even begin a pro-
ject of this nature. Although a long
time gardener myself, | was still o
ly an intern with a few months of
classes under my belt, not to ment
tion | just had knee surgery. How
was | going to carry this off?

' My first thought
was to say no and
run for the hills.
But after a few

- weeks | thought
“1 snét th
son I took the Master Gardener
class, to teach others what | have
learned and what a Master Garde
er is about. It
itds 8 hours aw
and in a different planting zone. S
needed help and had faith in me
that | could do the job. | decided to
treat this project like my class fina
and take on the
challenge.

| put my plans intof==se—"
action. | started  EREEEES :
thinking like a -"‘ :
ter Gardener. | - :
went on the inter- ~

Tt ﬁ~ 3

QD

the old landscaping removed.

1to cover plant selection, budget,

mpﬁ-—!""-"_ net and learned what

=== zone she was in (5),
researched what
plants would do well

He?tb vis. | ats8 HuRd ahdrdl
ferred her to the local county ex-
tension office website
(www.ag.purdue.edu). | thought it
would be a good idea to get her
involved with this project, keeping
in mind what a
role is. Prior to my arrival she visit
ed the local nursery, purchased
most of the plantings, and had all

M

We arrived in Indiana
under a Tornado

¢ warning and pouring
=& - rain. | was thinking

& this should be fun
and | was right. The
next day it was raining and cold
with 65 for the high. We planned
out the design and set the plants in
their location, hopefully we would
be able to plant the next day weath-
er permitting. Not letting the day
be a complete waste we headed ¢
to the local nursery to buy more
plants, mulch, and fertilizer. Noth-
thg i L'?)(T@goofeé3 iglocal so we

ff

headed 30 minutes one way and an_ #*

hour the other way. | took this time

=

BldhpladedemtOpiant Weﬁetrlrfg

Meeds, the %ﬁoﬂéné‘é Bfmuléhihe® &

Pand the purpose of fertilizers. In

addition to the landscaping we were
also doing container plantings. |
went over thrill-
er, filler and
spiller and the
importance of
using the cor-
rect potting mix .

in her area and locat- * s
ed a local nursery for .

not soil. Yes Ginger it makes a
difference.

@ About 16
& & hours and 3
3 &€ days later we
&= had completed
48 our project.
We had plant-
ed trees,
shrubs, peren-
nials, grasses and 16 planting con-
minerseWe séahed fer toealr 0 s
boulders from their nearby farm
and added them to the landscape.
We worked hard, ate a lot of
good food and
saw our niece
graduate. We
all pitched in as
afamily and 4
along the way
everyone
learned more
about gardening, the environme
pollination, themselves and the
importance of family. But most
importantly we finished the task
at hand and gave this yard new
meaning and life.

|-
)

@FF In summary, |
woul dndt
" a thing about this
{ project. It has
.:" given me a lot of
: insight into what
it rﬁe%r% fo be an intern/Master
dfdener. | accepted the chal-
|l enge and did t
could do. | look forward to grow-
ing as a Master Gardener, and
continuing to help others who
need help.

h

c ha

i n
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O TID BITS FROM AROUND THE STATE

The following was taken from the
December issue of The Germina

newsletter. you need to. It is also the time to
get those spring bulbs in the

Important! ZA "Rose Rosette ground. But notice that it is a

D'S.ease BImErig e Alabamafairly short list. When you have
This is a virus caused by

roses and multiflora roses. The gestions for this time of year:

only way to get rid of it is by pull- .
ing up the plant (roots included) Get those bird feeders scrubbed

and burning it. Some signs of thigind filled and out in the yard.
disease are: small curled up Gather your seed and plant cata-

leaves, reddish in color...stem alqggs around you. Make yourself a
red, soft thorns, knarly, profuse ¢ ina hot t coff
leaves (witches broom)f you sus->reaming ot cup ot cottee, or

pect that your roses are infected,cocoa, or tea and find a comfy
please report it to the County Extgpet near a window. Watch it

sion Office immediately rain. Watch the birds emptying
the feeders. Wear out the pages

tor, the Cullman County MG to get trees and shrubs plantedifd e ner 0 s

ti

for January. Yes, this is the time tle. Slow down and enjoy this ga

me

o

To Do IN THE JANUARY GARDEN

Y
\‘
J
)

= FRUITS AND NUTS
Set out apples, peaches, planted. Check stored bulbs and
pears and grapes. Start discard rotten ones. Make indoo
grafting pecans. Prune plantings amaryllis, callas, and
dormant trees. gloxinias.

LAWNS
Soil test before setting
up fertility.

MISCELLANEOUS
Prune winter
damaged limbs. Give

‘} ROSES houseplants a bath in frames.
k‘ Visit nurseries and garden lukewarm water to remove dust.

centers to select varieties. To keep poinsettias that have fin-
Start planting. ished flowering, turn pots on their
sides and let them dry completely.
BuLBsS Cut them back lightly. Keep in a
Late planting of Dutch temperature of 55to 60°F.
bulbs will flower if /

planted now. Lilies and '

all types, except Madonna, may BE=ceTABLE PLANTS

VEGETABLE SEEDS

Plant hardy vegetables, root
crops, roots and tubers in south-
ern-most areas. Plant lettuce,
cabbage, and broccoli in cold-

ISet out cabbage plants.

r

Check out the gardening calendaof those catalogs and dream a Ii}t-



