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INTRODUCTION

Friend and Neighbor:

As we move through 2011 and reflect back on our 2010 programmi
Mobile County Office of the Alabama Cooperative Extension System
mission of providing resdmséd information to the citizens of o
Information derived from the-Gaanat University System represented by 4
A&M and Auburn Universities in Alabama.

This has been a year of change brought on by several unplanned circumstances. The challenge invo
facing our realities whether it be excessive rainfall or drought for our farmers; an environmental disaster fc
fishermen and tourism; or a struggling economy for our communities; and then moving on as a resil
cohesive community making plans and building a better tomorrow. Rick Zapata, Regional Extension A
summed it up well in the current State Extension AnnualvRepers.EYiby sayind) | donot kno
we o6l | ever manage to measure hope, but | 6ve see

I n RickdsAHempe rdndcnhe ddldesaripes baw hebtigrea s&iasl of workshops
providing essential skills such as resume writing, filling out job applications, and preparing for interviews
hel ped people find work as well as new resolve
aces.edu/2010/hope)

As we work through these times within our communities, both in the workplace and at home, we often lo
our local resources. Extension has and continues to be that local resource. The educational agents
support the Mobile County Extension Office are dedicated to providing the most current and rele
information available in a multitude of delivery formats. Our rich history of helping people persevere is wh:
our admini str at i o Busthimabilitydlmse Livindand Woykenh&eficsreemee por t
This is a story about how we are helping Alabamians think, live, and wérk suayairthbtyextend

beyond the environment and that do not erode the ability of future generations to meet their needs. This
story about Sustainability Plus.

AiFar mi ng Jsiahother Exteaston gragm@m Brought to our local cattle producers by Ken Kelley,
now Escambia County Extension Coordinator. Cattle Producers want what row crop farmers have
convenience, versatility, and cost savings of precision farming. One préd¥cerwsiatede not | os
field and covering the same pAceoddieg t@aKekey, precgiond a g
farming is one of severatsashg technologies vital to ensuring the competiveness and sustainability of the
U.S. beef industry in a global economy. (excerpt from 2010 State Annual Report)

We invite you to browse through this 2011 Annual Report to see how all of our Extension Educators
serving you and what a great resource Extension is to the sustainability of this community. Please use
annual report as a resource guide to the programs offered by the Mobile County Extension Office and tc
individual contact information for Extension Educators located just inside the back cover.

On behalf of the Mobile County Extensidhastiffy odior allowing us to serve you.

|y /4
Jim G. Todd
County Extension Coordinator


http://www.aces.edu

SUPPORT STAFF
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Janie Diane Anthony
Animal Science, Commercial Horticulture, Master Gardener and Home Grounds and Pests

Sharon Kay Tate
All Administration, Row Crops, South Alabama Agriculture & Forestry Museum Foundatior
Food Preparation & Safety, Expanded Food Nutrition Education Program (EFNEP) Mom, ar
4-H Steer Show

Linda Dean
Reception, Publications and Records

Myra K. Gartman
4-H & Youth Developmedit,Animal Science, and Classroom in the Forest

LaTanga Charley
4-H & Youth Development; Consumer Science & Personal Financial Management, Urban Nutri
tion Education Program (UNEP), Consumer Science & Resource Development, Home Horticul
ture; Forestry, Wildlife & Natural Resources
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Jim G ToddZounty Extension Coordinator
Agronomy, Economic and Community Develop

Richard PetcheRegional Extension Agght
Agronomy

AGRONOMIC CROP PROGRAM HIGHIGHEESE .,:’v{ ‘

AlabamaCrops.com

is the Alabama Agronomy website developed to inform Mobile County and other State
farmers of the latest research information available. Farmers rely on the information for the latest crop variety
results, technology updates, pesticide chemistry updates, research and farm crop demonstration results, cu
practices, precision agriculture innovations, and announcements of production meetings and field days. The
site can also be found linked to the Mobile County Extensionmwielasites atdu/counties/Mobile/

Cotton, peanuts, soybeans, corn and wheat continue to be important agronomic crops in Mobile County and E
sion continues to provide educational programs to Harfodosvilig programs reflect current producer needs

and educational topics provided and available to individual producers through farm visits, group meetings,
days, workshops, conferences, websites, publications, and public media.

e Corn Production

e Peanut Production and Scouting meetings

e Cotton Production, Marketing, and Scout School
e Precision Agriculture for Row Crop Producers

e Landowners Federal Cost Share Programs '
e Wheat Production meetings e Soybean Production

e Deer and Wild Hog Management for the Protection of Gr&psfuel Production
¢ Deer and Wild Hog Mega Fence Demonstration ¢ Biofuel Biomass Production
e Farm Day 2011 e Soybean Production

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Mobile County Extension is very active in working with local communities to improve their quality of life througt
cational programs that promote community improvement and economic and business development. Followin
Oil Spill in the Gulf programs focusing on cleanup activities and support; seafood safety; small business educ
and plan development; disaster preparedness; finarci=
management; and stress management were d
and implemented by local Extension Educators.

Extension facilitated a tourism grant for the To
Vernon relating to the Old Federal Highway in th ¢
of $17,000. Plans are to developgaiseld tour of t

historic sites in the area highlighted by a kiosk v
and informational materials. In addition Extensio o
ing to bring targeted educational programmin
MOWA Band of Choctaw Indians and to the Ag
munities of Bayou La Batre. In Bayou La Batre,
in the works to establish a Farmers Market hig
locally grown Asian produce. ‘

Program Planning with the MOWA Band of
Choctaw Indians
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Anthony WigginRRegional Extension Agent
Animal Science and Forages

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Animal Science is moving into the current technol-
ogy of precision agriculture. One of our most current
and orgoing educational programs is introduging ) R
producers to the GPS guidance systems for mHHa}B—e d Wi n g(CoRcalbreordkesp-
ing pasture and hayfield production. This cuttifgd program)
edge technology can decrease production cogigbya Heifer Sales
improved land applications of fertilizers as wﬂgas .

tocker Cattle Production

weed, insect, and disease controls. -
USoil Sampling Workshops
The following programs reflect current pro

r .. .
needs and educational topics provided and aviji‘l'gg?é'nat've Fuels for Agriculture

to individual producers through farm visits, ﬁclhiemical Demonstration Field Day

meetings, field days, workshops, conferences, fubli- . .
cations, and public media. ﬁyouth Animal Science Program

CISheep and Goat Production
CICogongrass Trials/Demonstrations in County

CIWork with local Cattlemen's and Farmers Fed-
eration Groups

Owork with Producers dealing with Animal and
Forage Problems

CIWeed Identification and Control

CIHay Sampling Demonstrations
ClForage Nutrition

UAgriculture EconomiésSur vi vi ng
Busi nesso

Clﬁ B e e f-intendée course of instruction in
tion, management, and forage production

OPrecision Ag Workshops _ _ _
The Extension Animal Science and Forages

HHorse Nutrition website ismww.aces.edu/animalforage/
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PJ Waterg:xtension Specialist
Aquaculture and Pond Management

PROGRAM AREAS

K12 Aquascience

Mobile Bay Oyster Gardening Program

[TITICTC

Recreational Pond Management

K12 Aquascience

E Annual Teacher Workshop held in Gadsden for Scienég
teachers

Recreational Pond Management

E weed analysis, water quality, fish health, angling success, pond construction and other small |
poundment related consultation available to citizens of Mobile County

E Regional workshops for citizens throughout Southwest Alabama focused on improving the succ
and enjoyment of pond ownership

Mobile Bay Oyster Gardening Program #

E volunteers for the 2010 Oyster Gardening Season totaled 62 at .

_ sites around Mobile Bay. i‘ i
E 17,500 oysters grown for restoration ’ A

E Surpassed 400,000 live oysters planted on restoration sites in Mol

E continued relationship between the Mobile Bay Oyster Gardening \
students of Alma Bryant High School

AGRICULTURE 6



Jody A. Thompsg@Administrator Il, Outreach Programs
Aquaculture and Recreational Pond Management

PROGRAM FOCUS AND IMPACTS

Working Waterfron® Traditionally, residents of Alabama coastal countig|
lied on access to the water for their livelihoods and recreation. Generati S &85

based in places like Orange Beach, operate fishing boats, seafood processing facilities, boat yards and suj
industries. These wakependent industries have tremendous economic impacts in our state, including an esti
mated economic value of landing of $127 million*. Fishing, including the charter irustoynativet non
waterrelated activities around Mobile Bay, adds $3 billion to the Alabama economy*. (*S. Chang, University
South Alabama) More and more, water access and dock space are being lost along the Gulf Coast becaus
changes in land use and development pressures. The effects of Hurricanes Ivan and Katrina have hastened 1
changes. Without access and dockingrking waterfronwater dependent industries will not be able to oper-

ate and related businesses will also suffer. In addition to economic losses, the traditional community culture
character could be lost if working waterfronts disappear.

I I lThrough the work of ACES staff, Alabama is one of a handful of states on the forefront of protecting
ireserving working waterfront access for future generations.

Provided facilitation, leadership, and technical assistance to more than 40 diverse stakeholders compri
the Alabama Working Waterfront Coalition, ranging from commercial and charter fishermen to realtor:
Chambers of Commerce and Keep Mobile Moving.

I I lProduced fact sheets, web pages, and media placement to increase public knowledge of working wa
fronts.

I I lFaciIitated the Alabama Waterfront Access Study Committee, created by the Alabama Legislature. Dra
and submitted a Final Report to the Legislature detailing 13 recommendatienigleyctrinstide
to protect and preserve working waterfront access throughout Alabama.

Coastal Access and ResilieicMe ar |l 'y 50% of the nationbs popul atic
number is only expected to grow in the future. In order to maintain a sustainable lifestyle, coastal commur
should develop in a way that is resilient to coastal hazards.

Developedt he website fAAccessing the Al abama Coast
Maine Sea Grant and the Mississippi-Alabama Sea Grant Legal Program. This web por-
tal provides citizens of Alabama with information on the rights and responsibilities of
coastal access in Alabama, both for landowners and users.

I I Iln conjunction with the Gulf of Mexico Alliance, began the distribution of the Coastal
Community Resilience Index. The CRI provides coastal municipalities with a snapshot of
their natural hazard preparations and response planning, indicating strengths and weak-
nesses. ACES staff will coordinate regional training and implementation throughout Gulf
Coastal states.
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James D. MileRegional Extension Agent
Commercial Horticulture

Addressing current issues of commercial horticul-
ture producers is at the heart of educational pro-
gramming provided to local ornamental, turf, pe-

can, Satsuma, small fruit, and vegetable fargtsier Gardener CE3sIf..................... 25
Issues involving worker protection standards,g:m%berry Workshoo.... 15
duction practices, insect and disease pressyfgsiciture Seidegegetables................. 20
weed control, water quality, marketing, and RuSlio. Gardedefruits & Vegetables..... 25
ness practices are ever evolving with New t@ghsato Workshap...............evveeeemereenns 3
nologies and approaches. Collecting data anqiasq Bed Workshop.....................oo. 20
viding relevant recommendations based on URNEI: £ 5 g U p.oeeceerorn, 12
sity research is accomplished through farm Vigliicyiture Sed@eBurt.............oooov.on...... 25
group meetings, conferences, computer Videggoiaqation Class.............o....v.eeeeee.... 20
ference, website, and public media. High Tunnel Field Day..................c.cuc.. 25

The trend of increased interest in gardening, %
vegetable and home grounds continued this

The successful 2009 program, Horticulture Se

residents and producers. In addition, the foII0\_,’,, 7
are other highlighted program topics preser.__
and the number of participants.

Pesticide Ed. Meeting...............coevvceeen 15 What 6s BuU.g.gi.ng..Y.0am
National Sweet Potato Conference.....200  oricyiture SedeBntomology................ 20
Gulf Coast Fruit & Vegetable.Mg........ S0 | andscape Design........o..ovvrveseeeeeen.. 15
Fleur De Lis Garden Club.................. 25 MOWA Plant CHiC.........vveeeveeemeeeeen. 5
Alabama Fruit & Vegetable Mig.........400 o pr 5...
Pruning Demonstratian........................ 33 Farm Market Day..............ovveoeoeeeeren, 100
Hoop House Demonstratian................. 33. watermelon Promotion & PR.............. 100
SOIlS 101, 12. Horticulture Se@Blueberries. ... 15
Horticulture Se@eSoils..................c..... .20.

Herb Meeting...........covvvviiiiiiceeeeeeeeee, 15

Fire Ant Demonstration....................ce. 10

Demonstration Garden Installation.......10

Vegetable Road Show..................vveeeee 25

Citrus & Pecan..............uvvvvviiceeeeenvvnnnnns 3.

Vegetables........ccccooveeeiiii i, 12

Career Day.....cccooeeeeeeviiiiiieceee e, 100
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Additional activities:

Conducted 5 radio programs.

Conducted 3 live TV interviews.

Interviewed and toured with newspaper writers 3 times.
Collaborated with other agencies such as FSA and NRCS to conduct meetings and events and dat

collection.

Keep in contact with planning committee members to remain parallel to the agriculture community.
Responds tereails and phone calls generated from regional counties throughout the year.

Monitored vegetable traps for insect activity.

COUNTY VISITS
Mobile Baldwin Escambia Washington Conecuh Clarke
13 3 1 3 1 1
Additional funding:
$400.00 from AFVGA
$350.00 from Kelly Seed Company
$50.00 from L & M Industries
$50.00 from Irrigation Mart
$500.00 from Mobile County Farmers Federation
$600.00 from MLK Community Development
$2560.00 from Horticulture Series Registration

AGRICULTURE 9
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Charl es 0 Ch,&zensin Hortiteltsrist Specalistn
Commercial HorticuBubenamental Horticulture Research Center

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS

Based at the Ornamental Horticulture Research
Center in the heart of Spring Hill, Mobile, Alabama;
my responsibilities include both Extension outreach ,
and applied research to suppor
in Southwest Alabama and beyond.
industry encompasses such diverse interests as

professional landscapers, commercial nurserieCahehder of Phenology Garden Project; a state-
greenhouses, botanical and public gardens, muviid# cooperative project involving Master Gar-
pal parks and recreation facilities and otherglémers, Auburn University research personnel,
volved with ornamental plants. | also am invdlved\labama Cooperative Extension System and
with support activities in home horticulture as phélic gardens. This project is discovering plant
relate to the Master Gardener program and gthenological indicators which coincide with in-
initiatives (see poinsettia cultivar display and Jaeeispest outbreaks. This information can help
Mil esd6 horticulture sladscapesand ogrhneercial nurseryp maoagersd e
and act as an information resource. Some ofpimgoint scouting and pest management deci-
current activities include: sions more precisely.

« Coleader of the statewide Commercial HomiE@Lticipant in the Association of Specialty Cut
ture Imported Fire Ant Team. Flower Growers national cut flower seed trials.

This yearods fl ower eval
« Worker Protection Standard and Commercial Rib-the cooperation of WAB Farm, Fairhope, AL
ticide Applicator training. and Sundial Nursery, Citronelle, AL.

« Member of the Alabama Asian Citrus Psyllid Sextetary and board member of the South Ala-
Citrus Greening Taskforce. bama Nursery Association.

i « Investigating life history and
management methods for con-
trolling the strawberry rootworm
in containggrown nursery
crops.

« Investigating more sustainable methods of control-
ling significant insect pests in commercial land-
scapes.

« Poinsettia cultivar display and sale at the Mobile
Botanical Gardens. A cooperative project with
Shore Acres Nursery, Theodore, Alabama; the
Mobile Botanical Gardens, the Alabama Coopera-
tive Extension System and poinsettia breeders
from throughout the United States.
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