News Column for Wednesday September 10, 2008
By:  Chuck Browne


	A couple of weeks ago, we had our yearly meeting with the team of extension horticulturists across the state of Alabama.  We had some in-service training, shared ideas and programs we have done, what was working, what was not working and generally how we could improve our educational efforts to you, our clientele.  One of the things our team leader Kerry Smith did prior to that meeting was send out a short questionnaire to all the meeting participates with a few questions she used to direct our training session.
	The one that surprised me the most was the one where we were asked to rank the top 5 questions or concerns that we as an extension agent receive from the public. The overwhelming number one response across the whole state was lawn grass problems or questions.
	I really should not be surprised.  Certain time of the year here in the Lee County office, lawn concerns, calls or program requests dominate our telephone calls and emails.  Besides requests for fertilizers or lime, weed problems are probably the biggest issue homeowners and turf managers everywhere have to deal with.
	Most weeds are divided into 2 categories, warm seasoned weeds like the ones we see now, and cool seasoned weeds like henbit, annual bluegrass and chickweed.  For the most part, we are at the end of growing cycle for warm seasoned weeds so it is really not worth treating them now.  They will “go away” on their own very soon.  However, cool seasoned weeds are just about to begin their growth cycle.
	Most cool seasoned weeds germinate in September and on throughout the fall.  Dr. John Everest, Extension Weed Scientist Emeritus with Auburn University taught me the following.  Watch for day time temperatures in the low 80’s and night time temperatures in the low 60’s.  This is the ideal time for annual bluegrass germination.  A pre-emergence herbicide can be applied at this time as a preventative treatment that keeps your lawn clean over the winter months.  In reality, winter weeds usually begin bothering folks in February and March.  By then it is just about too late to treat.  It is much easier to prevent weeds that to treat them after they take hold and are vigorously growing.
	There are several pre-emergence herbicides that can be applied now and others that must be applied to dormant grass only.  Be sure to read the label thoroughly and do not confuse the two.  Extension Publication “2008 IPM Chemical Weed Control for Home Lawns” lists which products are available and any application restrictions.  It is available from our Extension website or from our office in Opelika.


LEE COUNTY FAIR SEPTEMBER 30-OCTOBER 4
	The Lee County Fair comes early this year beginning on Tuesday, September 30th; Admission on the 1st night is free from 4 pm - 6pm for both children and adults.  Regular cost is $2.00 for adults and $1.00 for ages 12 and under.
	Besides the normal events of rides, cotton candy, the exhibition hall and funnel cakes, there are numerous events that you can participate in.  There are youth poster contests, Lego contests, cookie contests, numerous food preservation opportunities and even a horticultural booth where you can enter your prized houseplant or vegetables.
	In addition, the youth livestock shows begin on Tuesday night @ 6:30 pm with the lamb show.  Wednesday @ 6:30 pm, we will have the Heifer and Steer Show and Thursday night there will be a statewide goat show.
	There will be music, rides, good food and a whole lot of fun to be had at the Lee County Fair.  Newspaper inserts describing these and all the other events are available through the Opelika Exchange Club or from our office at 600 South 7th Street in Opelika.
