News Column for Wednesday October 8, 2008
By: Chuck Browne
Songs Influence Children’s Names…..Maybe?
	We had some great girl names picked out.  This was way back when doctors could do ultrasounds on babies, but did not routinely perform them unless there was a suspected problem or it was specially requested.  So consequently we had literally no idea what any sex of our three children would be until their births.  We did it the “old fashioned way.”
	Trevor, our oldest, was going to be a “Melissa” if he was a girl.  Vincent, had he been a girl, was going to be “Jessica”.  I can’t really remember if we were completely set on Charles’ name had he been female but I think it was Elizabeth Reed.  Some of you old rockers out there see where I am going with this.  I’m not really sure Cathy understood or knew, but she liked the choices anyway and graciously went along with me.  In the end it did not matter.  We got 3 boys.
	I had a FANTASTIC déjà vu today as I gathered inspiration to write this news column.  The cool morning air along with the fact that I had just seen a huge, 40 plus acre tract of land filled with Goldenrod blooming, stirred up a feeling from way back 35 years ago. 
	As best I remember, it was the fall of 1973.  I was just barely a teenager.  The morning air was cool then, as it has been these past couple of days.  City boy that I (was) at the time, I for some reason remember the Goldenrod wildflowers blooming in and around our Birmingham neighborhoods.  They were not prominent in the front flowerbeds or anything like that, but they lined the back alleys and filled empty lots where we used to ride our bicycles. 
	I was only 13 years old and just developing my musical tastes when I ran across a long since defunct Birmingham radio station, K-99.  The call letters were WRKK, and they played a type of music that is difficult to find any more.  Album oriented rock or AOR is what it was called.  I doubt it even exists in commercial radio anymore.  However, I was hooked.
	Everybody has heard of ZZ Top.  But have you ever heard their “Blue Jean Blues” or the Marshall Tucker Band’s “Every day I have the blues?”  K 99 played blues, FUNK and Jazz oriented Rock and Roll with long jams, guitar solos and very few commercials.  It was like nothing I had ever heard and I thought I’d found radio heaven.
	I will never forget the moment I first was turned on to the Allman Brothers Band.  I had just bought an “entertainment center” from K-mart with my paper route money.  It was a Juliette AM, FM receiver with a turntable on top and an 8 track cassette player built into the front.  Man, I was cool.
	I was upstairs in “my room” rocking out to the music selections of K99 when the first sounds of a melodic tune comprised of a country twang, rock & roll beat with Blues influence came onto the radio.  I was completely captivated.  The song was perhaps 12-15 minutes long and just when you thought it would end; it would take up a new turn, pick back up and bring you to another whole level.
	Most of the hippies that ran that radio station wouldn’t answer the phone for requests and such, but I had to call.  After about 20 rings, a friendly voice answered “K99 man, what’s up”?  I asked him “what song was playing right now?”  He answered “Jessica….by the Allman Brothers.”  “Brothers and Sisters” with that picture of the 2 cute little blonde headed kids on the cover was one of the first albums I ever bought.  I’ve still got it, scratches and all.
	This afternoon after seeing the huge Goldenrod field, I snuck up to the lake, cranked up the Allman Brothers “Jessica” on the stereo for  some  literally  inspiration and wrote this column,  inspired by a 35 year old song, that never gets old in my book.
	However, there is a point to this rambling recollection of musical days gone by.  Goldenrod is in full bloom right now.  Many of you (me included) are sneezing and blaming our poor friend the Goldenrod plant.  In reality, it is the sneaky cousin; Ragweed whose blooms go unnoticed that is the real culprit of our sniffles. Under microscopic observations, the Ragweed pollen looks like little sharp-hooked dust balls that wreak havoc on all but the most hearty human sinus systems.
	Today has been a good day.  I had that great Goldenrod déjà vu, rocked out to not only “Jessica” but several other tunes from the Brothers as I wrote this news column for you this week.
	Thanks for reading it.  I welcome your comments and suggestions and enjoy hearing from many of you who choose to contact me about various subjects.  Please feel free to call any one of us at the Lee County Extension Office if we can ever be of service.

Heir Property Workshop Planned

	Although you may have never heard of the term “heir property”, you may own this type property, or you may know someone who owns heir property.  Heir property is defined as land held in common by the descendants (or heirs) of someone who had died without a will, or whose estate did not go through probate.  “Ownership of heirs” property is a complex legal, family, community, economic and political problem – a deep systemic problem that affects thousands of families” in the country.  These families are at constant risk of losing their property because each interest is assignable to others.
	If you want to learn more about this type property ownership, The Alabama Cooperative Extension System is offering a seminar on the subject in Opelika, October 22nd,  6:00 pm- 8:00 pm.  It will be held at the Lee County Cooperative Extension office at 600 South 7th St.  Opelika.  There is no charge to attend.  Call 749-3353 to register.  Guest speaker is Craig Babb, attorney with the Alabama Appleseed Center for Law and Justice in Montgomery.
