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By: Chuck Browne
	As I’ve mentioned in this column so many times before, the muscadine grape is one of the best choices for home gardeners to choose for their yards.  This native vine will only grow in a few southern states and we are fortunate to live in one of them.
	Muscadine grapes, which include bronze varieties called scuppernongs, have very few pests and are one of the easiest fruits to grow in the South.  They are one of the few fruits that can be grown pesticide free because of their superior disease and insect resistance.
	They are vigorous plants and do need a wire support or trellis system to direct their growth.  Because of their vigor, they must be pruned each year with now being the best time to perform that chore.
	Chilton county in Central Alabama is famous for its peaches.  However, the Research and Extension Center in Clanton is home to many other types of fruit other than peaches.
	A Muscadine Spotlight Workshop will be held on Friday, March 6th from 1pm-4pm at the Chilton Research and Extension Center in Clanton. Topics that will be covered include muscadine grape production, cultivar selection, and pest management.  Muscadine and bunch grape pruning demonstration and hands-on muscadine pruning will follow.  Speakers include Jim Pitts, Bobby Boozer, Gary Gray and Elina Coneva.  Information presented will be appropriate for both home and commercial production.  There is no charge to attend.  For more information contact Elina Coneva at 334-844-7230 or email edc0001@auburn.edu 
March First Begins Meteorological Spring
	Like everyone else, I watched more than my share of television news this past weekend with all the storms and snow which lived up to all the weather forecaster’s predictions.  Somewhere in all that programming, I heard one of the news guys say that March first is considered the beginning of meteorological spring.  How funny that we had a snowstorm on that day.  The biggest snowstorm I ever remember was the Blizzard of ’93.  It occurred in late March because the day before, I was pruning peach trees that were in full bloom.
	All of these “official “dates are just relative.  Our last average frost date is March 25th.  However I’ve seen frosts in late April and a few years ago our last one was in February.  So keep this in mind when planting your warm season vegetables this spring.
Still Room for “Homegrown” Workshop
	We still have space for you to attend the first of our gardening series “Homegrown” workshops which will focus on producing food in the average, everyday backyard.  The workshops will be on Thursday evening beginning March 12th, 19th, and 26th.
	Location is the Comer Hall auditorium on the Auburn University Campus form 5 to 7 pm.  We will begin with Vegetable Gardening Basics on the 12th.  Soils and Plant Nutrition as well as Raised Bed Gardening will be covered on the 19th.  We will conclude with Container Gardening and Home Fruit Selection on the 26th.
	To sign up or for more information, contact the Lee County Extension office at 334-749-3353 or visit us online at http://www.aces.edu/counties/Lee  for registration form.  Cost is $5 per night or $10 for all three nights.  Pre-Registration and Payment is required by Friday, March 6th.
