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Several things that are currently going on have people everywhere excited about Spring.  First thing, tomorrow it’s officially the first day of spring.


Second of all, this Friday is Good Friday, which is traditionally “the date” for planting the summer vegetable garden.  While this date varies on the calendar as much as 4 weeks depending on the moon phase, some people still follow this tradition.

Thirdly, we have been experiencing longer afternoons due to the change in daylight saving time.  Consequentially there is a little more time to get out in the yard after work. I’ve enjoyed my afternoons but am still struggling with the dark mornings.


And fourth, We are right in the middle of Spring Break.  This affects primarily the folks attending school, but some of us old times still take a vacation day or two during spring break.  I hope to sneak in a canoe float or fishing trip sometime this week.

Mole Damage a People Problem

Quite often we receive calls from people whose lawns are being up rooted by Moles.  Moles do cause raised areas about they tunnels which sometimes extend into lawn areas.  


Moles do not eat grass roots or the roots of ornamental plants.  A mole’s diet consists of soil insects such as white grubs, mole crickets or earthworms.  Usually when we see mole damage, it is an indication of a healthy, well maintained soil.  Moles rarely live in hard compacted clay soils.  Most of the time, finding out this information is no consolation to the homeowner.

The raised tunnels in turf give the appearance of major damage.  As quickly as moles become a problem, they usually disappear after the food source is gone.  If your lawn is infested with white grubs or mole crickets which do food on grass roots, the moles are actually providing a natural source of insect control.  Walking on the tunnels and leveling back out the lawn is really all the mole control that is needed.


However, there are several traps sold to kill the creatures if elimination is a must.  Extreme care needs to be taken as non-target species such as pets, birds and squirrels can be killed.  The best advice is to just let the moles do their job.  They are voracious feeders and quickly rid an area of food.  Moles will then move on to another area.

Small Garden Space:  Choose Vegetable Carefully


So you’re planning a small vegetable garden this year, but you’re having trouble deciding what to plant.  Some vegetables demand so much space it’s not feasible to include them in the small garden.  Corn, melons winter squash and pumpkins are a few space-consuming plants that are better left for larger gardens.


But what kind of vegetables can you grow in a small garden that will give you the most value per square foot of garden space?  Studies have looked at just that question and have come up with a list that may help you decide on what to include.


The following annual vegetables were selected based on the pounds produced per square foot, retail value per pound at harvest time and length of time in the garden.

Tomatoes, Beets, Green bunching Onions, Carrots, Turnips, Cucumbers, Summer Squash, Peppers, Edible podded Peas, Broccoli, Leaf lettuce, Swiss chard, Storage bulb Onions, Head Lettuce, Pole Beans, Bush Beans.


You also can make the most of your small garden space by choosing more compact or smaller varieties.  They are often identified as patio, container or dwarf varieties.  Most catalogs note if the variety has more compact growing habit.

