News Column for Wednesday, March 11, 2009
By: Chuck Browne

	Spring is always a busy season for us at the Lee County Extension Office.  This season is no different.  Besides all the horticultural calls and emails, 4 H events and everyday regular activities associated with an Extension office, we have tried to offer timely, education programs relevant to meeting our client’s needs.
	The “Homegrown” back yard gardening series is a direct result of requests from everyday folks out there that wanted a quick, down and dirty “how to” class on beginning vegetable and fruit growing skills.  In short, this is a way to learn how to grow groceries in your own backyard.
	The home horticulture team which consists of county agents, regional horticulture agents and state specialist has developed a series of classes being offered statewide addressing these needs. The format is consistent enough and designed so that information presented in Huntsville is similar to that being taught in Montgomery.  Theoretically, if you missed a part of the series in on location, you could pick it up in another location at a different time.
	The very first “Homegrown” class being offered in the state I’m proud to say is tomorrow night right here in Lee County.  We were limited in space to 100 and unfortunately, this one is full.  However, there are two alternatives close by if you still want to attend the series.
	This Saturday March 15th, Montgomery County Extension will offer an all day class from 9:00 am until 3 pm covering the same topics we are covering here in Lee County.  Location is at the Richard Beard Building at the Alabama Department of Agriculture and Industries.  Phone the Montgomery County Extension Office @ (334) 270-4133 to register.
	On Saturday, March 28th, another one day session will be offered in Alexander City. Phone the Tallapoosa County Extension Office at (256) 825-1050 to register.
	We are planning on continuing these series for at least the next year, focusing of timely topics concerning backyard gardening, food preservations and other related subject.  Although each new series will be based somewhat on previous ones, each is a standalone class so folks can attend as many or few as they see fit.  Visit the website: http://www.aces.edu/homegarden/documents/HomeGrownWorkshopRegistrationForm-Spring2009-Alexande.pdf 
for the registration form with all the information on this exciting new horticulture series.

Chainsaw Safety Workshops Offered
	The Lee County Extension office has teamed up with Husqvarna, Sunsouth equipment dealers and Lazenby forms to offer 2 days of professionally taught Chainsaw Safety, Maintenance and filling techniques.
	On Friday March 20th, we will hold a class from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm for professional loggers, tree surgeons and any other persons who regularly use chainsaws in their workspace.
	Location will be at Lazenby Farms which is Society Hill Road very near the Lee/Macon County line.  This sponsored workshop is free but pre-registration by 3/16/2009 is requested.  There will be a lunch provided. All day attendance will award each participant 6 CEU’s towards the Professional Loggers Certificate and qualify for a grand prize of a Husquarna Chainsaw.  Phone 334-749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@aces.edu to register.
	The following day on Saturday, March 21st, a similar class will be taught for target audiences of homeowners and forest landowners who may use a chainsaw somewhat less frequently.
	This class will begin @ 9:00 am and end about 1:00 after lunch.  Again, this workshop is sponsored and there is no cost to attend.  There is a lunch being served so pre-register is requested by 3/16/2009.  Phone 334-749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen @ frandjm@aces.edu
	Location is the same for both days on their Lazenby Farm on Society Hill Road.

5th Annual 4-H Golf Classic
	The 5th annual Alabama 4-H Golf Classic will be held Thursday, June 11, 2009.  Farm Links Golf Course in Sylacauga, AL, is again partnering with Alabama 4-H and the Alabama 4-H Club Foundation, Inc., to offer this exciting golf course for play. This year marks the Centennial of Alabama 4-H and many Alabama youth are learning important life skills through 4-H!  

	This year’s 4-H Golf Classic will feature two Shotgun Starts, at 8:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m., because of the demand to participate. Coaches and player greats from Alabama, Auburn, and Troy are again scheduled to be on hand.

	The Classic has raised nearly $90,000 in four years to support Alabama 4-H youth through the generosity of the golfers and sponsors. 4-H is the largest youth development organization in Alabama. Kids ages nine to 18, from urban and rural areas, are involved in clubs, activities, and programs. 4-H teaches leadership, citizenship, and life skills.

	If you played in the 4-H Golf Classic, we don’t have to tell you about Farm Links Golf Club (www.farmlinksgolfclub.com), an 18-hole championship course created by Pursell Technologies, Inc.  The course combines recreation with environmental harmony as it winds through forests, valleys, and meadows that were once pastures and crop land.  We look forward to a great time as we celebrate 100 years of Alabama 4-H, honoring our past, present, and future 4-H members, volunteers, and partners!

	If you are interested in participating in the 4-H Golf Classic or becoming a sponsor please let us know!  Contributions are tax-deductible.  The deadline to enter for play is June 1, 2009.  Contact Kirsten Holt, 4-H Regional Extension Agent for more information at 334.749.3353.  

