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By:  Chuck Browne


The week of July fourth is always when I try and plant our last crop of tomatoes.  With our long summer growing season, there is still plenty of time to produce warm season vegetables like beans, peas squash and tomatoes.


Spring planted vegetables usually slow down production toward the middle of summer.  By planting new plants or seeds now, your garden’s productivity can be extended well into fall.  Of course, supplying water to these plants is critical for new, developing seedlings in the heat of the summer.  Also, insects are usually more of a problem with late gardens because their numbers are higher then.  Extension publication ANR 063, Planting Guide for Home Gardening in Alabama and is available from our office or online www.aces.edu  .

When I became a county agent almost 20 years ago, I became friends with Retired Colonel Paul Schwieker.  Colonel Schwieker had a small farm near Springvilla and raised cattle and vegetables.  Although my training was in Horticulture, it was in Ornamental Horticulture and not vegetables.  I was always one of those “plant on Good Friday folks” and when the garden burned up in the summer, the season was over.


I was visiting Colonel Schwieker one day and he was setting out another couple of flats of tomatoes.  It seems like it was around this week of July 4th.  From then on, I have always tried to plant my fall tomatoes on or about the 4th.

Another piece of July 4th gardening trivia involves Native Azaleas and Rhododendrons.  Members of The Chattahoochee Chapter of the Rhododendron Society taught me that vegetative cuttings of these two plants rooted best when taken on July 4th.  Special rooting structures or greenhouses with misting capability must be used in conjunction with this practice. Rooting these plants is still tricky even with all the proper facilities.


This year, we have a long holiday weekend for the 4th.  When you get tired of all the BBQing and Watermelon eating, you can take a break out into the garden that will pay dividens this fall.

Cattle Producers To Vote On Beef Referendum


A statewide vote on continuing the Beef Promotion Referendum will take place on Tuesday, July 29th between the hours of 8:30 AM and 4:00 PM.  Lee County Cattle producers can vote here at the Lee County Extension office 600 South 7th Street.


  The purpose for this check off referendum is to continue providing funds for programs in assisting producers with production and marketing, promoting beef consumption among the consumers, promoting beef exports, increasing activities for our youth and responding to negative stories in the media with factual information.  


This program is controlled and directed by cattle producers from across Alabama.  It is strictly voluntary.  Any producer who does not wish to participate in his self-help program may request a full refund.

For a copy of the 2008 Marketing Plan detailing how monies are spent, contact the Alabama Cattlemen’s Association or go to www.bamabeef.org
Blueberry Workshop Scheduled

We will be hosting a blueberry growing workshop on July 22, 2008 from 9 am until 3 pm at Kiesel Park in Auburn.  Cost for the workshop is $10.00 which includes Planting Blueberries, Pruning, Variety Selection, Health Benefits & Recipes, Lunch and a T-Shirt.  To register, phone 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@aces.edu 

Food Preservation Workshop Scheduled


With the recent food scare on tomato’s and the concern for consuming local foods we have had a tremendous response and requests for information on food preservations and local production techniques.  


Janet Johnson, Regional Extension Agent for Nutrition and Food Preservation & Safety along with Dani Carroll, Horticulture Agent here at the Lee County Extension Office are hosting a food preservation workshop on Friday July 18, 2008 from 9am until noon.  Cost is $15.00 which includes a food preservation book and light refreshments.  Location will be at the Lee County Agricultural Auditorium, 600 South 7th Street in Opelika.  Please phone 749-3353 or email Janet Frandsen, frandjm@aces.edu to register.

