News Column for Wednesday July 16, 2008
By: Chuck Browne


In the next few weeks, there will be several opportunities to attend classes or workshops on a wide range of topics sponsored by or co-sponsored by the Lee County Extension Office.  They are listed in the order of the dates.

Home Food Preservation Workshop

There is still room left to attend this class on how to preserve food by canning, freezing, drying etc.  Regional Extension agent Janet Johnson and Lee County Horticulturist Dani Carroll are hosting a half day workshop this Friday, July 18th at the Lee County Extension auditorium, 600 S. 7th Street in Opelika from 9 am until noon.  Cost is 15.00 which includes a food preservation handbook for your reference guide.  Please phone 749-3353 or e-mail frandjm@aces.edu to register.
Backyard Blueberries

We are right in the middle of blueberry season here in East Central Alabama.  If I had to pick only one fruit to grow in Lee County, it would be the blueberry for several reasons.  Make plans to attend this workshop next Tuesday, July 22nd to find out why.


Stan Roark, Regional Extension Agent, Dani Carroll and I are hosting a day long workshop at Kiesel Park on Growing Backyard Blueberries from 9 am- 3:00 pm.  Cost is 10.00 which includes lunch.  Space is limited to 50 but there is still room for a few more.  The workshop will be conducted at the pavilion and is outdoors so dress accordingly.  To register, call 749-3353 or e-mail frandjm@aces.edu.
Forest Landowner Meeting Scheduled


The Lee County Forestry Stewardship Committee will have their quarterly landowner meeting on Tuesday evening, July 29th beginning at 5:30 pm at the Opelika Civitan Building, located Hwy 29 N. just past Southern Union. The topics to be covered will be Carbon Credits presented by Mr. Steve Guy with ALFA and Watershed Management for the Forest Landowner by Dr. Graeme Lockaby.  Cost for the meeting is 10.00 for members and 15.00 for non-members which includes the famous Forestry Stewardship steak dinners.  Please phone in your reservations by Wednesday, July 23rd to 749-3353 or e-mail frandjm@aces.edu.
Alabama Pecan Growers Summer Tour

The Alabama Pecan Growers Annual Summer Tour returns home to the coastal counties of Alabama this year to see how some of the state’s “pecan pioneers” grow and market pecans.  Alabama pecan growers on the Gulf Coast were hit hard by Hurricanes Ivan in 2004 and Katrina in 2005, but are making a nice comeback.  This tour will feature a visit to Auburn University’s Gulf Coast Research and Extension Center in Fairhope, a charter bus trip of four innovative pecan orchards in Baldwin and Mobile Counties, and lunch at the Blue Gill restaurant on the Mobile Bay causeway overlooking the “Five Rivers Delta”.

The APGA tour is open to anyone interested in pecan production and marketing, and no reservation is required.  The tour will begin at the Gulf Coast Research and Extension Center auditorium at 8:00 am with a $5/person registration fee.  The center is located at 8300 ALA State Hwy 104, Fairhope, Ala., 36532.  Questions about the tour can be directed to Cathy Browne, 844-5483 or go to the Pecan Growers website, www.alabamapecangrowers.com.

Lee County Offers Fall Master Gardner Class


The Master Gardner Course is an Extension Program taught nationwide by Extension agents, specialists, Master Gardeners themselves and Horticulture experts.  Lee County has offered this course for over 20 years.


This year, the Lee County Extension Office will conduct this course beginning on Thursday, August 14th and each consecutive Thursday until October 30th.  Classes begin at 9:30 am and end at 3:00 pm.  Cost is 100.00 and includes the Master Gardener Handbook and all other supplies and material needed.

This 12 week course covers a wide range of Gardening topics from basics such as soils, plant pathology, pruning and planting to herbs and even wildlife damage issues.  In addition to the coursework, students are required to volunteer and equal amount of matching coursework hours back to the community in a variety of ways.  Numerous community projects are conducted yearly by Master Gardeners.  Most recently, Master Gardeners have been volunteering to answer our East Alabama Gardening Helpline which is a toll free gardening hotline, 1-877-ALAGROW.


To apply for this course, phone Dani Carroll at 749-3353 or e-mail carrodl@aces.edu.  Application deadline is July 31st.

Leadership Lee County Course Begins Soon


Leadership Lee County is a community leadership development program sponsored by the Opelika and Auburn Chamber of Commerce.  Through monthly meetings from September through May, the participants gain insights about different aspects of our community, develop leadership skills, meet our present leaders, and network with future leaders.

To obtain an application or if you have any questions, or would like additional information, contact Amy Himmelwright at 887-2403 or leadershiplc@charter.net.

